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PREFACE 

One  of  the  aims  of  this  book  is  to  furnish 
for  the  teacher’s  use,  (no  matter  where  the 
teacher  is  from,)  local  historical  and  statistical 
material,  and  maps  of  each  township, — for  the 
study  of  the  subject  of  Social  Studies  as  it  relates 
to  the  Geography  and  History  of  each  township 
in  Steuben  County,  and  as  outlined  in  the 
“County  Unit”  program  of  the  District  Super¬ 
intendents  of  Steuben  County. 

Another  aim  is  to  insure  to  every  pupil  in  the 
county  uniformity  and  thoroughness  in  some  of 
the  conditions  and  problems  that  faced  the  pio¬ 
neers  of  Steuben  County.  Those  conditions  and 
problems  brought  out  many  sterling  qualities  in 
those  early  settlers,  and  thus  built  our  heritage 
of  today. 

Many  creditable  books  have  been  published 
dealing  with  material  on  the  state,  nation,  and 
continents,  for  use  in  the  subject  of  Social 
Studies,  —  but  with  little  or  no  material  or  data 
on  an  individual  county  or  township.  It  is  one 
thing  to  furnish  an  outline  or  plan  for  teachers 
to  follow,  and  it  is  quite  another,  and  more  diffi¬ 
cult  matter  to  gather  the  information  and  ma¬ 
terial  answering  the  outline.  Both  are  very 
necessary. 

It  is  our  belief  from  experience  that  we 
should  build  on  the  concepts  to  be  gained  by  the 
study  of  our  immediate  environment. 

With  propriety  we  can  state  wre  have  had 
years  of  teaching  and  administrative  school  ex¬ 
perience  and  are  therefore  familiar  with  the  prob¬ 
lems  of  teachers.  We  are  also  keenly  awrare  of 
the  obligation  of  the  school  to  the  pupils  and 
parents. 

GENERAL  AND  SPECIFIC  AIMS 

The  general  aim  of  this  work  is  to  present 
a  picture  of  the  land,  conditions,  and  problems 
that  the  pioneer  settlers  encountered  in  making 
homes  in  a  new  land. 

The  conditions  and  problems  developed 
initiative,  self-reliance,  decision,  independence, 
freedom,  hospitality,  and  many  other  qualities 
that  made  for  character,  and  citizenship. 

We  must  ever  keep  in  mind  the  conditions 
that  the  earliest  pioneer  settlers  encountered; — 


primeval  forest  everywhere,  the  presence  of 
Indians,  wild  animals,  and  other  wild  life.  Dense 
forests  covered  the  valleys,  hillsides,  and  upland. 

There  were  no  roads  and  few  game  or 
Indian  trails  that  were  well  defined.  It  is  also  to 
be  noted  that  there  were  few  places  in  the  county 
that  were  not  covered  by  dense  forests.  The 
spaces  were  limited  in  area  and  covered  with  very 
high  grass.  It  is  recorded  that  a  man  riding 
through  on  horse-back, — only  his  head  could 
be  seen,  —  and  sometimes  even  that  was  not 
visible.  The  sod  was  very  thick  and  spongy, 
and  very  difficult  to  plow; — that  even  after  burn¬ 
ing  it  took  4  oxen  to  break  up  the  sod. 

We  believe  that  with  the  information  and 
facts  contained  herein  the  teacher  can  guide  the 
pupil : — 

1st.  To  a  knowledge  and  understanding  of  the 
pioneer  days. 

2nd.  To  the  interpretation  of  geographic  princi¬ 
ples  and  the  effect  that  physical  environ¬ 
ment  has  had  upon  man’s  activities  and 
progress. 

3rd.  To  learn  how  achievement  has  been  effected 
by  his  ability  to  understand  and  to  use  his 
physical  world. 

4th.  To  help  pupils  trace  the  operation  of  cause 
and  effect  as  related  to  social  change  as 
influenced  by  the  topography  of  the  region. 
5th.  To  help  pupils  gain  historical  information, 
understanding,  interpretation,  and  its  ap¬ 
plication. 

There  were  no  plowed  fields  with  waving 
grain  to  greet  the  pioneer;  no  droves  of  cattle  or 
sheep;  horses  and  oxen  were  few;  no  carriage  or 
wagon  roads;  no  stoves  or  furnaces;  no  matches 
or  lamps.  From  the  spring  came  the  water, — 
not  from  the  faucet. 

We  are  told  by  educators  and  those  con¬ 
ducting  classes  in  “Social  Studies”  that  this  book 
gives  an  impetus  and  added  interest  to  the 
“County  Unit”  program  of  study,  instituted  by 
the  District  Superintendents  in  all  their  schools, 
since  this  book  furnishes  much  material  that  is 
needed  and  not  otherwise  readily  available  to  the 
teacher.  It  furnishes  uniformity  and  thorough¬ 
ness  in  factual  information  to  all  schools  in 
Steuben  County. 

This  book  interests  pupils,  teachers,  and 
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persons  outside  of  the  school-room,  since  the 
material  contained  herein  relates  to  one’s  im¬ 
mediate  environment, — the  town  and  county  in 
which  he  lives.  Besides  it  contains  much  infor¬ 
mation  and  many  facts  with  which  he  is  unac¬ 
quainted, — though  living  in  the  midst  of  it. 

Many  interesting  lessons  and  concepts  can 
be  obtained  from  these  pages  and  maps.  Many 
days  are  spent  in  the  study  of  mere  remote 
regions  in  our  land, — not  but  that  the  pupils 
should  learn  about  such  areas  and  regions, — but 
would  not  his  appreciation,  apperception,  and 
observation  be  stimulated  by  a  more  thorough 
study  of  the  immediate  region  in  which  one  lives  ? 
Cause  and  effect  are  as  much  alive  here  and  now 
as  in  the  pioneer  days,  or  foreign  regions. 

SUBJECT  MATTER 

This  book  is  not  a  compilation  of  material 
taken  from  the  several  local  biographical  his¬ 
tories, —  except  in  a  few  cases  which  fact  is 
noted,  —  but  from  records  and  maps  which  we 
possess,  and  contacts  with  descendants  of  the 
early  pioneers.  In  passing, — will  state  that  the 
PIONEER  HISTORY  &  ATLAS  OF  STEU¬ 
BEN  COUNTY  is  not  intended,  in  any  sense, 
to  be  a  biographical  history,  but  of  historical  and 
statistical  records  prior  to  1850.  In  order  to 
furnish  some  comparisons  between  pioneer  days 
and  the  present  we  have  included  material  on  the 
highways,  railroads,  school  facilities,  population, 
reforestation,  livestock,  rainfall,  growing  season, 
maps,  etc. 

EXPRESSING  APPRECIATION 

We  wish  herein  to  particularly  express  our 
thanks  to,  and  appreciation  of  the  sincere  co¬ 
operation  and  aid  of  the  following  District 
Superintendents  of  the  Schools  of  Steuben 
County;  —  Calvin  U.  Smith  of  Painted  Post; 
Winfred  Morrow  of  Bath;  Otto  J.  Stewart  of 
Addison;  Virgil  H.  Hussey  of  Greenwood; 
Henry  M.  Brush  of  Arkport;  and  Guyon  J. 
Carter  of  Avoca. 

Also  do  we  wish  to  thank  the  following  for 
statistical  and  other  information;  —  Dr.  C.  A. 
Hartnagel,  State  Geologist;  Dr.  Arthur  Parker 
of  State  Museum;  the  Department  of  Soil  of  the 


College  of  Agriculture  at  Cornell  University  ; 
William  Stempfle,  Steuben  County  Farm  Bureau 
Agent;  I.  S.  Bowlby,  District  Forester  at  Bath; 
and  W.  G.  Kellogg,  County  Superintendent  of 
Highways. 

We  also  wish  to  thank  the  following  per¬ 
sons  for  their  assistance  in  checking  events  as 
recorded  herein; — 


Addison 

Avoca 

Bath 


Bradford 

Cameron 

Campbell 

Canisteo 

Caton 

Cohocton 

Corning 

Dansville 

Erwin 

Fremont 

Greenwood 

Hartsville 

Hornby 

Hornellsville 

Howard 

Jasper 

Lindley 

Prattsburg 

Pulteney 

Rathbone 

Thurston 

Troupsburg 

Tuscarora 

Urbana 

Wayland 

Wayne 
West  Union 
Wheeler 
Woodhull 


Clark  Baxter  and  Miss  Helen 
Smith 

Mrs.  Maude  Shults  and  Miss  Mary 
Shults 

R.  B.  Oldfield,  county  clerk;  Miss 
Lair,  librarian;  and  Otto  F. 
Marshall 
Mr.  Whitehead 
Frank  Smith 
Miss  Elizabeth  McCabe 
Miss  Elizabeth  Bennett 
Burt  Richards 

W.  Lander;  Atty.  McDowell,  Sr. 
Wilson  Messer 

Mr.  Weirmiller  and  Mrs.  Bessie 
Rex 

Miss  Sophia  Erwin,  J.  R.  Wilder 
and  Frank  Pierce 
Charles  Kilbury 

Alfonso  Lewis  and  Miss  Young 
Daniel  Comstock 
E.  Stephen 

Frank  Hurlburt  and  Miss  Helen 
Thacher,  librarian 
Lewis  Bennett 
L.  E.  Hunt 
George  Riffle 
Charlotte  Howe 
Miss  Prentiss 

Fred  Martin  and  Mrs.  W.  E. 

Church 
James  Jerry 
William  Rude 
Mr.  Wells 
Miss  Laura  Bailey 
W.  W.  Clark  and  Mrs.  Burt 
Patchin 
G.  H.  Bliss 
John  Harden 
Otto  F.  Marshall 
Frank  Park 
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THE  INDIAN  CONFEDERACY 

The  confederacy  comprised  five  nations, — 
the  Mohawks  on  the  eastern  side;  next  the 
Oneidas  and  the  Onondagas,  Cayugas,  and 
Senecas  following  in  the  order  named.  The 
Senecas  occupied  the  territory  west  of  Seneca 
Lake  and  were  the  guardians  of  the  west  door 
of  the  long  house.  Their  dwellings,  even  among 
the  most  stationary  tribes  were  rude,  their  food 
coarse  and  both  their  domestic  habits  and  sur¬ 
roundings,  unclean  and  barbarous.  The  Senecas 
occupied  the  territory  to  the  west  and  it  is  with 
them  that  we  have  to  deal  in  Steuben  County. 
They  perhaps,  were  as  peaceful  and  as  domes¬ 
tic  as  some  others  of  the  confedracy,  yet 
all  the  early  efforts  for  their  civilization  and  con¬ 
version  to  Christianity  were  unsatisfactory  and 
discouraging.  In  1776,  they  were  reported  to 
have  1,000  warriors.  The  present  village  of 
Painted  Post  was  the  home  of  the  Assinisinks 
where  dwelt  Jacobas  the  Muncy  chief  which  fact 
confirms  the  statement  that  Delawares  were 
suffered  to  live  in  the  valley  after  their  subjuga¬ 
tion. 


EUROPEAN  CONTACTS 

The  coming  of  the  white  man  from  Europe 
to  the  New  York  area  wrought  considerable 
changes  in  the  culture  of  the  Indian.  Hitherto, 
they  had  used  the  simple  means  found  about  them 
to  satisfy  their  simple  needs.  They  labored  long 
with  flint  tools  to  carve  their  tools  and  weapons; 
their  game  was  killed  with  crude  spears  or  ar¬ 
rows.  They  had  no  easy  means  to  accomplish 
anything  that  required  change  or  form ;  life  was 
a  hardship,  best  endured  by  him  who  complained 
least  and  was  best  aware  of  his  resources.  At 
the  same  time  the  most  vital  needs  were  jealously 
guarded  by  both  rational  means  and  by  the  use 
of  charms  and  ceremonies. 

The  coming  of  the  Europeans  caused  a 
gradual  upheaval  among  the  natives,  and  they 
saw  themselves  poorly  equipped  in  many  material 
things,  as  compared  to  the  pale  visitors.  The 
white  man  valued  speed  and  had  sought  the 
means  to  attain  it.  He  rode  horseback  and  out¬ 
distanced  his  swiftest  human  pursuer  who  had 
none.  He  had  guns  and  powder,  —  terrifying 
means  of  killing  his  foes  and  game. 

The  most  amazing  thing  was  his  steel  axe 
and  knife,  with  these,  trees  could  be  felled  and  he 
could  hew,  cut  and  carve.  The  finest  flint  tool 
was  a  clumsy,  inefficient  competitor  of  a  steel 
implement.  The  white  man  also  brought  brass 
kettles,  steel  scissors,  awls  of  iron,  sheet  metal 
and  wire.  He  brought  a  new  fabric  that  he 
called  cloth,  and  he  had  blankets,  coats  and 
trousers  made  of  it.  All  of  these  things  and 
many  shining  trinkets  as  chains,  beads,  thimbles 
and  mirrors,  the  white  man  was  eager  to  trade 
for  such  simple  natural  things  as  beaver  pelts. 

The  red  man  was  eager  to  get  these  wonder¬ 
ful  articles.  To  obtain  them  the  red  man  became 
more  and  more  a  hunter  and  trapper.  Gradu¬ 
ally  he  gave  up  his  stone  tools,  his  skin  mantle, 
his  clay  kettles,  and  his  bone  awls.  The  white 
man’s  things  were  better.  Thus  the  red  man 
became  a  trader  always  giving  great  quantities 
of  raw  materials  for  a  small  amount  of  manu¬ 
factured  things.  Soon  the  red  man  was  depen¬ 
dent  upon  the  white  man  for  many  things  he  did 
not  have  the  means  to  produce  and  in  whose  mak¬ 
ing  he  had  no  part.  He  draped  the  white  man’s 
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shirt  over  his  shoulders  and  hung  the  lower  flaps 
over  his  leggings  but  he  was  not  a  white  man. 
He  bought  a  white  man’s  gun  and  cut  his  food 
with  the  white  man’s  knife  and  cooked  it  in  a 
white  man’s  kettle;  yet  he  was  only  a  barbarian 
who  did  not  make  what  he  used  so  constantly. 
In  this  manner  the  Indian’s  material  culture 
faded  away  and  the  white  man’s  supplanted  it. 
The  entire  process  can  be  traced  on  the  village 
sites  of  the  New  York  Indians. 

INDIAN  SITES  IN  STEUBEN  COUNTY 

List  of  Sites 

1.  Village  site  in  Avoca  on  the  Haskins  farm. 

2.  Village  site  near  Avoca  on  the  Conklin  farm. 

3.  Camp  sites  near  Hammondsport  and  along 
the  inlet  of  Keuka  Lake. 

4.  Stockade  site  in  Canisteo. 

5.  A  second  stockade  site  of  this  kind  is  also 
described.  One  of  the  villages  may  have 
been  the  Canisteo  of  1762,  a  Delaware  town 
of  sixty  houses. 

6.  Stockade  site  on  Colonel  Bill’s  Creek. 

7.  Village  site  near  Painted  Post.  Graves  have 
been  found  in  this  locality. 

8.  Village  site  near  the  junction  of  the  Canisteo 
creek  and  the  Tioga  River.  This  is  at  the 
fork  of  the  river  in  the  town  of  Erwin.  On 
the  Pennsylvania  historical  map  this  site  is 
indicated  as  Assinisink. 

9.  Site  on  Post  Creek  north  of  Corning.  This 
site  and  others  and  small  camp  sites  in  gen¬ 
eral  lay  on  the  Steele  &  Furman  and  on  the 
Low  &  Wallack  tracts. 

10.  Village  site  at  the  bend  in  the  Chemung 
River  in  East  Corning  and  opposite  the 
mouth  of  a  creek  flowing  from  the  highlands 
to  the  south. 

1 1.  Village  site  near  the  county  line  on  the  north 
bank  of  the  creek  on  lot  16,  Corning. 

12.  Camp  site  and  cache  on  the  farm  of  Curtis 
Gyles  a  mile  from  the  forks  of  Cowanesque 
and  Tioga  rivers.  In  the  cache  were  found 
pieces  of  sea  shells  blocked  out  for  discs. 


KEY  TO  CHARACTERS  USED  ON  MAPS 
FOR  INDIAN  SITES 

A  Village  site 

X  Camp  site  or  other  indications  covering 
small  area 

O  Earth  work  or  stockade 

LJ  Burial  site  or  grave 

Sites  are  noted  with  above  characters  on  the 
township  maps  in  which  they  occur. 

ARCHEOLOGICAL  RESEARCH 

Since  the  remote  days  when  man  appeared 
upon  earth,  he  has  been  writing  his  own  history. 
The  writing  has  been  found  in  the  mother  earth. 
Ages  have  covered  the  traces  with  layers  of 
earth  and  obscured  them.  It  is  the  Archeologists 
who  locate  the  precise  spots  where  this  buried 
history  is  hidden  and  lift  the  accumulated  debris 
of  the  centuries  and  then  translate  the  records 
into  the  language  that  men  understand.  The 
story  of  ancient  man  and  his  activities  is  of  much 
importance  to  us  of  today,  for  what  man  has 
been,  helps  man  of  today  to  understand  whence 
he  came  and  why  he  is  as  he  is;  and  what  man 
is,  has  a  most  important  bearing  on  what  man 
may  become.  Without  this  knowledge,  history 
is  without  a  basis,  and  many  important  branches 
of  science  are  incomplete. 

Primitive  people  everywhere  have  passed 
through  a  succession  of  similar  cultural  stages. 
Thus,  the  earthen  pottery,  the  chipped  arrow 
points,  and  bone  awls  of  the  British  Isles  arc  so 
similar  to  those  found  in  America  that  one  can 
scarcely  tell  them  from  the  same  objects  found 
on  the  site  of  the  Indian  villages  of  New  York 
State.  This  means  that  the  ancient  inhabitants 
of  York,  England  2,500  years  ago  were  living 
in  about  the  same  way,  and  making  the  same 
things  that  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  America 
made  at  the  same  time,  though  one  race  was 
white  and  the  other  red,  and  though  the  Atlantic 
intervened  and  the  two  people  had  never  seen  or 
heard  of  each  other. 

Before  us  we  have  definite  problems  of  the 
influence  of  climate,  of  food,  of  environment, 
and  of  geographical  location  upon  large  groups 
of  mankind.  Nowhere  else  upon  so  fresh  and 
fertile  a  field  may  this  record  of  human  develop- 
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ment  be  studied  to  advantage  as  in  America.  It 
is  thought  that  the  ancestors  of  the  human  race 
lived  in  some  restricted  geographical  area  until 
such  a  time  as  certain  initial  usages  had  become 
fixed  parts  of  the  Pan-Human  material  culture. 
These  were  the  use  of  fire,  the  use  of  flint  knives 
and  spears,  sharp  -  pointed  bones  and  stone 
hatchets.  With  those  things  man  was  ready  to 
travel  afar  and  to  cope  with  devouring  beasts 
and  hostile  elements.  To  the  roaming  bands  of 
proto-men  who  departed  from  the  mother  land 
before  the  primal  inventions  came,  one  of  three 
things  happened;  they  became  exterminated 
through  lack  of  means  to  cope  with  environment, 
they  independently  discovered  the  primal  arts, 
or  wandering  back  to  offshoots  of  the  parent 
stock  that  had  made  the  primal  discoveries,  they 
learned  to  make  and  apply  them. 

Archeologists  deduce  the  former  presence  of 
man  in  any  given  area  by  the  discovery  of  human 
skeleton  remains  and  by  the  finding  of  pottery, 
stone  implements,  such  as  chipped  flints,  etc. 
In  America  no  extensive  evidence  comparable  to 
those  of  Europe  have  been  found.  While  there 
has  been  such  notable  discoveries  of  supposed 
very  ancient  human  remains  in  America,  there  is 
as  yet  no  evidence  that  any  possess  characteris¬ 
tics  differing  from  those  of  Indians  today.  No 
human  remains  found  in  America  as  yet  ap¬ 
proach  the  antiquity  of  European  or  of  Asiatic 
discoveries. 

The  problem  of  the  coming  of  man  to 
America  is  placed  before  us  for  solution.  This 
problem  has  occupied  the  attention  of  thinkers 
from  the  time  that  America  was  found  to  be  a 
distinct  land  area,  and  separated  from  the  old 
world  by  vast  expanses  of  water. 

Excavations  of  Indian  village  or  camp  sites 
disclose  that  they  had  implements  for  use  in  the 
teepee  and  for  hunting  and  fishing.  Pottery  for 
cooking,  stone  weapons  for  the  chase;  bones  for 
fish  hooks;  shells  and  bone  for  combs,  and  bones 
for  awls;  stone  tomahawks  and  knives,  bows 
and  arrows  for  protection.  The  discovery  and 
use  of  fire  marked  a  great  advancement  with  the 
Indian.  With  every  invention  that  helped  to 
surmount  the  obstacles  encountered  by  the 
Indian,  the  Indian  became  more  and  more  self 
reliant, — and  independent. 


GEOLOGY  AND  ROCKS  OF 
STEUBEN  COUNTY 

Due  to  the  southerly  dip  of  the  rocks  and 
the  higher  elevation  of  the  Allegany  plateau, — 
the  thickness  of  the  latter  Paleozoic  sediment 
above  the  Precambrian  base  would  probably  be 
9,000  to  10,000  feet  along  the  Pennsylvania  bor¬ 
der.  Steuben  County  lies  principally  in  the 
Genesee  and  Chemung  formation  of  sedimentary 
shales. 

The  native  rocks  of  this  county  are  gener¬ 
ally  of  a  shaley  nature  and  not  fit  for  use.  There 
are  a  few  exceptions,  however.  One  mile  north 
of  Bath  is  a  stratum  three  feet  thick  of  a  tough 
Argillo-Calcareous  rock,  forming  an  excellent 
building  stone.  In  Woodhull,  Canisteo  and  Jas¬ 
per,  the  sandstone  ledges  furnish  an  excellent 
quality  of  grindstones.  At  Arkport,  and  in 
Dansville,  Wayland,  and  Troupsburg  are  marl 
beds  which  furnished  in  the  past  lime  for  local 
manufacturing  purposes. 

The  shales  and  sandstones  of  the  Portage 
group  of  rocks, — outcrop  in  all  the  deep  ravine 
regions  in  the  north  part  of  the  county  and  in 
the  west  bank  of  Keuka  Lake.  Elsewhere  the 
Chemung  group  comprises  most  of  the  surface 
rock.  Near  the  state  line  the  highest  hills  are 
capped  with  a  coarse  siliceous  conglomerate 
which  forms  the  floor  of  the  coal  measure. 


MARL 

There  are  numerous  beds  of  marl  and  tufa 
in  this  county.  At  Arkport  and  South  Dansville 
lime  was  made  from  the  marl  beds.  There  are 
also  other  large  deposits  of  marl  at  Wayland  and 
Troupsburg. 

NOTE:  MARL,  —  a  deposit  containing  lime, 
clay  and  sand,  is  used  as  a  fertilizer.  Some 
deposits  contain  very  little  clay  or  sand. 
Valuable  as  a  neutralizing  agent  to  correct 
soil  acidity  and  it  is  also  valuable  in  the  mak¬ 
ing  of  brick. 

TUFA, — is  a  variety  of  calcium  carbonate 
(CaCo3)  with  cellular  structure, — as  de¬ 
posited  from  springs  and  streams. 


MUCK 

The  summit  level  between  Canaseraga  Creek 
and  Canisteo  River  has  extensive  beds  of  muck. 
Also  in  other  sections  of  the  county  are  other 
beds  of  muck. 


MASTODON 

At  the  town  of  Randall,  on  Route  17,  a  very 
few  years  ago,  the  skeleton  of  a  mammoth  mas¬ 
todon  was  unearthed  and  carefully  dug  up, — 
under  the  supervision  of  C.  A.  Hartnagel,  State 
Geologist,  and  carefully  crated  and  shipped  to 
Albany. 

The  tooth  of  a  mastodon  was  dug  from  a 
bed  of  blue  clay  near  the  steam  sawmill  of  Mr. 
George  Mitchell  in  the  Gulf  Road  between  Bath 
and  Wheeler.  It  measures  8  or  10  inches  in 
length.  A  large  bone  was  also  dug  up.  In  the 
marl  beds  at  Perkinsville  many  bones  of  the  mas¬ 
todon  were  uncovered  a  few  years  ago. 


FERN  FOSSILS 

A  few  years  ago  at  Naples,  New  York,  (a 
bordering  town  of  this  county,)  Mr.  D.  D.  Luther 
of  the  State  Geological  Department  found  and 
dug  out  a  section  of  a  fossil  of  the  fern.  This 
fossil  section  of  fern  was  10  or  12  inches  thick 
and  the  section  recovered  was  10  or  12  feet  in 
length.  The  fossil  was  buried  centuries  ago 
under  many  hundreds  of  feet  of  Genesee  shale. 
What  does  this  signify?  That  at  one  time  the 
lowly  fern,  that  we  are  accustomed  to  see, — grew 
to  the  size  of  trees.  The  evidence  of  fossil  shells, 
ferns,  mastodons,  etc.,  taken  from  the  pages  of 
“Mother  Earth”,  indicate  that  the  temperature 
and  moisture  of  this  region  was  much  warmer 
and  humid  centuries  ago, — even  tropical. 


SALT  SPRING 

On  the  farm  of  Mr.  Davis  at  LaGrange  (now 
Greenwood,)  is  a  salt  spring.  This  was  well 
known, — since  the  early  Indians  made  salt  there. 
Later  the  white  settlers  made  much  use  of  it.  At 
one  time  two  men  undertook  the  commercial 
manufacture  of  this  commodity, — but  gave  it  up. 

GLACIAL  OCCUPATION  AND 
RESULTING  CHANGES 

Steuben  County  was  at  one  period  of  time 
covered  with  a  mighty  ice  cap.  That  period  was 
called  the  Glacial  Period.  This  ice  cap  was  sev¬ 
eral  thousand  feet  thick.  Its  presence  stopped  the 
northward  flow  of  many  rivers  that  might  have 
flowed  north, — turning  their  courses  southward. 
Evidence  and  proof  of  the  existence  of  the  Glacial 
Period  is  found  in  the  presence  of  deposits  of 
sand,  gravel,  and  boulders  which  came  from 
rocks  far  to  the  north  in  Canada, — since  the  com¬ 
position  coincides  with  that  of  rock  formation 
many  miles  north.  During  the  glacial  times  the 
Canisteo  and  Conhocton  Rivers  carried  away  a 
great  volume  of  water  and  sediment  from  the 
melting  glacier  on  the  north. 

DEEP  ROCK  BORINGS  AND  GAS  FIELDS 

A  number  of  deep  rock  borings  have  been 
made  in  different  parts  of  Steuben  County.  The 
deepest  hole  was  completed  in  the  town  of  Erwin 
a  couple  of  years  ago.  Its  depth  is  6,825  feet.  In 
addition  a  hundred  or  more  deep  holes  have  been 
drilled  in  the  county  within  the  last  ten  years. 
In  the  town  of  Wayne  lays  the  western  extension 
of  the  Wayne-Dundee  field.  Also  in  the  county 
are  the  Woodhull  and  Greenwood  gas  fields. 
These  fields  have  all  been  developed  within  the 
last  ten  years  or  so.  There  are  also  many  scat¬ 
tered  wells  drilled  years  ago.  A  shallow  gas  field 
in  the  town  of  Rathbone  was  active  several  years 
ago. 
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RIVERS  OF  STEUBEN  COUNTY 

The  Conhocton  River  flows  southeasterly 
through  near  the  center  of  the  county.  In  high 
water  it  was  once  navigable  for  arks  fourteen 
miles  above  Bath. 

Canisteo  River  flows  through  a  valley  south¬ 
west  of  the  Conhocton  River  and  nearly  parallel 
to  that  river.  In  1858  Canisteo  River,  in  freshets, 
was  navigable  for  arks  and  boats  for  about  forty 
miles. 

Tioga  River  flows  north  from  Pennsylvania 
into  Steuben  County  through  a  wild  and  moun¬ 
tainous  region,  and  unites  with  the  Canisteo 
River  at  Erwin, — and  unites  with  the  Conhocton 
River  at  Painted  Post  to  form  the  Chemung 
River.  “Early  settlers  describe  these  rivers  in 
the  time  of  high  water  as  being  full  from  hill  to 
hill.”  These  streams  were  all  much  larger  before 
the  destruction  of  the  forests. 

Canaseraga  Creek  in  the  northwest  part  of 
the  county  flows  north  into  the  Genesee  River. 
Also  a  number  of  small  streams  in  the  southwest 
corner  of  the  county  form  branches  of  the  Gene¬ 
see  River. 

ELEVATIONS 

The  following  elevations  above  sea  level 
have  been  determined  principally  by  actual  sur¬ 
veys.  Keuka  Lake  709  feet;  Corning  925  feet; 
village  of  Bath  1,090  feet;  Hornell  1,150  feet; 
Arkport  1,194  feet;  summit  between  Bath  and 
Arkport  1,840  feet;  summit  between  Arkport  and 
Angelica  2,062  feet;  Troupsburg  hills  2,500  feet. 
For  other  elevations  see  the  Steuben  County  Map 
herein. 

TOPOGRAPHY 

Steuben  County  occupies  the  summit  and 
western  slope  of  that  region  which  divides  the 
streams  west  of  Seneca  Lake  that  flow  to  the 
Susquehanna  from  those  that  enter  the  Genesee. 
The  course  of  this  watershed  ridge  is  northeast 
and  southwest.  Its  elevation  is  about  900  feet 
at  the  northeast  and  in  the  southwest  of  the 
county  is  about  1800  feet.  The  highest  inter¬ 
vening  upland  attains  an  elevation  of  2500  feet 
above  sea  level.  The  summit  of  that  ridge  fol¬ 


lows  the  curve  of  the  Genesee  at  a  distance  of 
about  10  miles  from  the  river.  The  streams  flow¬ 
ing  through  the  brief  western  slopes  are  therefore 
but  inconsiderable  creeks.  While  the  waters  col¬ 
lected  from  the  other  side  supply  the  channels  of 
three  rivers,  the  Tioga,  the  Canisteo,  and  the 
Conhocton  which  uniting  form  the  Chemung  and 
add  essentially  to  the  power  of  the  noble  Susque¬ 
hanna  River.  The  region  composing  this  divid¬ 
ing  range  is  an  intricate  hill  country  consisting 
of  rolling  and  irregular  uplands  intersected  by 
river  valleys  and  by  the  beds  of  several  lakes  and 
by  the  crooked  ravines  worn  by  innumerable 
creeks.  Few  rocks  are  present  at  the  surface  of 
the  ground  and  the  whole  land  was  originally 
covered  by  a  dense  forest,  except  in  a  very  few 
places.  The  river  valleys  are  bounded  by  abrupt 
walls  from  200  to  800  feet  high  which  sometimes 
confine  the  streams  in  gorges  of  a  few  rods  in 
width. 

The  elevation  in  Steuben  County  varies  be¬ 
tween  709  feet  at  Lake  Keuka  and  2,403  feet  in 
the  town  of  Greenwood  in  the  southwestern  cor¬ 
ner  of  the  county. 

Its  surface  consists  mostly  of  ridges  and 
high  rolling  uplands  forming  the  northern  con¬ 
tinuation  of  the  Allegany  Mountains.  This  ter¬ 
rain  is  interspersed  with  fertile  valleys  and 
streams.  The  watershed  between  Lake  Ontario 
and  Susquehanna  River  extends  from  Allegany 
County  eastward  across  the  northern  part  of 
Steuben  County.  The  deep  valley  of  Keuka  Lake 
breaks  the  continuity  of  the  highlands,  and  ex¬ 
tends  17  miles  southwest  from  the  Branchport 
head  of  the  lake, — connecting  with  the  Conhoc¬ 
ton  Valley  at  Bath, — and  forming  one  of  the 
natural  passes  for  travel.  The  highlands  occupy¬ 
ing  the  southwest  corner  of  the  county  form  a 
portion  of  the  watershed  being  drained  by 
branches  of  Canisteo  River  on  the  east  and  Gene¬ 
see  River  on  the  west.  The  highest  summit  in  the 
county  is  in  Troupsburg  and  is  about  2,500  feet 
above  sea  level. 

Steuben  County  is  included  in  that  region 
known  as  the  Allegany  Plateau.  This  plateau 
extends  southward  through  western  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  and  most  of  West  Virginia.  Its  average 
elevation  is  about  2,000  feet  above  sea  level. 
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There  are  no  marked  ranges  or  peaks  that  stand 
out  prominently.  Many  of  the  hilltops  are  about 
the  same  level, — the  remnant  of  a  once  continu¬ 
ous  plain. 


CLIMATE 

The  climate  of  Steuben  County  is  typical 
of  that  of  the  southern  tier  of  counties  of  western 
New  York.  It  is  characterized  by  rather  long 
winters,  with  occasional  periods  of  extremely  low 
temperatures,  and  short  cool  summers.  Because 
of  the  range  in  elevation,  from  709  feet  to  2500 
feet,  many  local  variations  in  climate  occur,  de¬ 
termining  to  a  great  extent  the  kind  of  crops 
grown.  In  general,  the  winters  are  colder  in  the 
southern  and  southwest  parts  of  the  county,  the 
summers  are  cooler,  the  annual  precipitation  is 
greater,  and  the  growing  season  is  shorter  by 
two  or  three  weeks. 

Records  in  South  Canisteo  show  an  average 
annual  percipitation  of  41.43  inches  and  at  At¬ 
lanta  in  the  northern  part  37.21  inches.  The 
frost-free  season  at  South  Canisteo  is  119  days 
and  at  Atlanta  is  147  days.  Keuka  Lake  has  a 
tempering  influence  on  the  climate  of  the  sections 
adjacent  thereto.  Records  at  Penn  Yan  give  a 
frost-free  period  of  161  days.  The  long  growing 
season  has  been  responsible  in  part  for  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  the  grape  growing  industry  along 
the  borders  of  Keuka  Lake. 

Weather  bureau  records  at  Addison  which 
is  situated  in  a  deep  narrow  valley  at  an  eleva¬ 
tion  of  1,000  feet  may  be  considered  typical  for 
most  of  the  county.  They  show  an  annual  rain¬ 
fall  of  33.15  inches,  53.05  per  cent  of  which  falls 
during  a  period  from  May  to  September,  inclu¬ 
sive.  The  precipitation  is  greatest  in  the  summer 
and  least  in  the  winter.  The  mean  annual  tem¬ 
perature  is  47.07°  F,  with  a  record  minimum  of 
minus  35°  and  a  maximum  of  106°.  The  average 
killing  frost- free  season  covers  a  period  of  196 
days  from  March  20  to  October  4  inclusive. 


GROWING  SEASON 


The  average  length  of  growing  season 
ranges  from  119  to  157  days,  as  recorded  at  cer¬ 
tain  stations  in  or  near  Steuben  County.  Part  of 
this  variation  is  due  to  the  shorter  growing  sea¬ 
son  at  higher  altitudes.  The  following  are  a  few 
places  with  the  average  number  of  days  in  the 
growing  season  over  a  period  of  several  years. 


Place 

Addison 
South  Canisteo 
Alfred 
Dansville 
Elmira 


Elevation 

Growing  Season 

1000  feet 

143  days 

1480  feet 

119  days 

1840  feet 

132  days 

703  feet 

157  days 

863  feet 

152  days 

Keuka  Lake,  which  extends  into  the  north¬ 
eastern  sections  of  the  county,  has  a  tempering 
effect  upon  the  climate  of  that  section.  This  ac¬ 
counts  for  the  large  number  of  vineyards  on 
the  slopes  around  the  lake. 


RAINFALL— PRECIPITATION 

Steuben  is  situated  in  a  region  of  well  dis¬ 
tributed  rainfall.  Because  of  the  elevation  of  the 
land  the  average  annual  temperature  is  about 
48°. 

Climatic  conditions  have  favored  a  system 
of  farming  based  on  dairying  and  potato  pro¬ 
duction. 

The  soil  has  been  an  important  factor  in 
the  successful  culture  of  grapes.  The  average 
annual  precipation  ranges  from  26.6  inches  at 
Dansville  to  41.4  inches  at  South  Canisteo.  The 
average  precipitation  during  the  growing  season 
for  six  of  the  eight  stations  in  and  near  Steuben 
County  was  between  16.3  and  18.5  inches. 
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ERECTION  OF  A  NEW  COUNTY 

On  the  27th  clay  of  January,  1789  the  legis¬ 
lature  passed  an  act  dividing  the  mother  county 
of  Montgomery,  and  out  of  its  territory  the 
region  of  country  in  this  state  west  of  Seneca 
Lake  was  erected  into  a  separate  county  by  the 
name  of  Ontario.  This  vast  tract  of  rich  and 
fertile  land  became  known  to  the  American 
colonists  during  the  closing  years  of  the  French 
war,  and  the  constant  passage  of  troops  along 
the  frontiers  during  the  Revolution  likewise 
afforded  an  excellent  opportunity  for  the  observ¬ 
ing  New  Englander  to  determine  upon  the  gen¬ 
eral  desirability  of  the  whole  region  as  a  place 
of  permanent  residence  and  profitable  agricul¬ 
tural  employment.  Indeed,  so  well  known  was 
the  character  of  the  Genesee  country,  that  with¬ 
in  two  years  from  the  time  Phelps  and  Gorham 
concluded  their  historic  purchase,  we  find  the 
hardy  pioneer  clearing  the  forests,  developing 
the  lands,  and  paving  the  way  for  future  pros¬ 
perity.  So  rapidly  were  the  towns  taken  and 
settled,  that  the  proper  management  of  affairs 
made  necessary  the  creation  of  a  new  county  west 
cf  the  lake,  and  the  act  mentioned  was  the  result. 

Prior  to  January  27th,  1789  a  large  part  of 
the  state  was  known  as  Montgomery  County. 

On  January  27,  1789  Montgomery  County 
was  divided  by  the  legislature  and  all  that  part  of 
Western  New  York, — west  of  Seneca  Lake  was 
set  up  and  called  Ontario  County,  (from  Lake 
Ontario.) 

In  1791  the  provisional  district  of  Painted 
Post  was  set  up  in  Ontario  County.  This  in¬ 
cluded  about  all  of  the  area  that  is  now  Steuben. 
When  Charles  Williamson  began  his  work  of 
improvement  and  settlement  the  district  of 
Painted  Post  required  little  civil  organization  in 
this  remote  part  of  Ontario  County,  till  1793, 
when  Jedediah  Stephens  was  elected  Supervisor. 

In  1794  it  became  necessary  to  set  up  a  new 
provisional  district  comprising  all  the  area  of 
Painted  Post  west  of  the  2nd  range  of  town¬ 
ships.  This  was  named  Williamson. 

On  March  18th,  1796  it  became  again  neces¬ 
sary  to  erect  a  new  county.  Therefore,  on 
March  18th,  1796  through  the  energetic  efforts 
of  Charles  Williamson,  the  agent  of  the  Pultenev 


Association  of  England  and  others  the  legisla¬ 
ture  formed  the  county  of  Steuben  from  Ontario 
County,  and  on  the  same  date  divided  the  county 
of  Steuben  into  six  towns.  Bath  was  included  in 
the  new  formation, — but  where  or  when  the  dis¬ 
trict  meeting  was  held  is  not  now  known. 

The  six  towns  created  were  from  time  to 
time  further  divided  till  today  there  are  32  towns 
in  Steuben  County. 

LOCATION 

LOCATION  and  AREA:  —  STEUBEN 
COUNTY  lies  upon  the  southern  boundary  of 
the  state, — considerably  west  of  the  center  of 
New  York  State.  It  is  centrally  distant  about 
210  miles  from  Albany, — as  the  crow  flies, — and 
contains  1,398  square  miles,  or  894,720  acres.  It 
lies  entirely  within  the  southwestern  plateau 
section  of  the  state, — a  part  of  the  Allegany  pla¬ 
teau.  The  elevation  ranges  from  709  above  sea 
level  at  Hammondsport  to  about  2500  feet  at 
Troupsburg.  The  watershed  between  Genesee 
River  and  the  streams  emptying  into  the  Susque¬ 
hanna  River  extends  across  the  northern  part  of 
the  county. 

NAMING  OF  STEUBEN  COUNTY 

The  county  was  named  in  honor  of  Fred¬ 
erick  William  Augustus,  “Baron  Steuben,”  who 
with  several  other  titled  and  honored  foreigners 
gave  substantial  aid  to  the  American  cause  dur¬ 
ing  the  first  war  with  Great  Britain.  The  life 
and  services  of  this  distinguished  and  patriotic 
“Knight  of  the  Order  of  Fidelity”  are  worthily 
recorded  in  the  pages  of  history  and  need  no 
reproduction  here,  yet,  as  a  brief  tribute  to  his 
memory,  we  may  state  that  Baron  Steuben, 
previous  to  his  departure  for  America,  was  ‘aid 
cte  camp’  to  Frederick  the  Great,  King  of  Prussia. 
Under  Congress  and  General  Washington,  he 
was  major-general  and  inspector-general  in  the 
American  army,  serving  during  the  Revolution¬ 
ary  War.  “Esteemed,  respected  and  supported 
by  General  Washington,  he  gave  military  skill 
and  discipline  to  the  citizen  soldiers,  who,  (ful¬ 
filling  the  decrees  of  Heaven),  achieved  the  in¬ 
dependence  of  the  United  States.”  He  was  the 
great  “Revolutionary”  Drill  Master. 

Baron  Steuben  was  born  in  one  of  the  German 
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Provinces  about  the  year  of  1730.  He  came  to 

the  United  States  on  December  1,  1777,  where  he 

ever  afterward  lived.  He  died  on  the  25th  of 

November,  1795.  His  home  was  at  Steuben,  in 

Oneida  Countv.  His  house  there  has  been  re- 
* 

stored  and  is  a  mecca  for  travelers. 


CHANGES  IN  AREA  OF  STEUBEN 

Steuben  County,  as  originally  constituted, 
was  materially  larger  in  area  than  at  the  present 
time,  having  surrendered  portions  of  its  terri¬ 
tory  to  other  jurisdictions,  which  we  may  briefly 
note.  On  March  11,  1808,  the  seventh  range  of 
townships  was  set  off  to  Allegany  County,  which 
was  created  April  7,  1806.  The  part  in  the  fork 
of  Lake  Keuka  was  annexed  to  Ontario  County, 
February  25,  1814, — and  later  became  part  of 
Yates  County.  A  part  of  Dansville  was  at¬ 
tached  to  Livingston  County,  February  15,  1822, 
and  a  part  of  Reading  to  Yates  County  in  1824. 
Another  part  of  Reading  was  set  off  to  Schuyler 
County  on  the  creation  of  the  latter,  April  17, 
1854.  When  Steuben  County  was  erected  its 
territory  was  divided  into  six  towns  or  provi¬ 
sional  districts,  and  known  respectively  as  Bath, 
Canisteo,  Dansville,  Frederickstown,  Middle- 
town  and  Painted  Post.  Of  these  original  divi¬ 
sions  the  name  of  only  three  are  now  preserved 
as  towns  of  the  county. 

In  1930  Steuben  County  contained  1,398 
square  miles. 


CHANGES  IN  AREAS  AND  NAMES  OF 
COUNTIES  IN  NEW  YORK 

By  legislative  act  March  12,  1772  Mont¬ 
gomery  County  was  set  off  from  Albany  County. 
(Montgomery  County  was  formerly  called  Tryon 
County  from  William  Tryon,  a  colonial  gover¬ 
nor.  ) 

Montgomery  was  named  in  honor  of  Gen¬ 
eral  Richard  Montgomery  of  the  Revolutionary 
War. 

On  January  27,  1789  Ontario  County  was 
formed  from  Montgomery  County.  Ontario 


County  was  named  for  the  lake  along  its  north¬ 
ern  border. 

On  March  18,  1796  Steuben  County  was 
set  off  from  Ontario  County.  It  was  named 
after  Baron  Steuben. 

GROWTH  IN  POPULATION  IN 
STEUBEN 

In  1790  the  population  of  Steuben  County 
was  168. 

In  1800  the  population  of  Steuben  County 
was  1,788. 

In  1855  the  population  of  Steuben  County 
was  62,955. 

In  1910  the  population  of  Steuben  County 
was  83,362. 

In  1920  the  population  of  Steuben  County 
was  80,627. 

In  1930  the  population  of  Steuben  County 
was  82,671 

In  1940  the  population  of  Steuben  County 
was  84,927. 
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ERECTION  OF  ORIGINAL  TOWNS  IN 
STEUBEN  COUNTY 

BATH: 

Bath  was  formed  March  18,  1796,  and 
originally  comprised  the  entire  northern  portion 
of  the  county,  which  included  the  towns  now 
known  as  Bath,  Urbana,  Wheeler,  Prattsburg, 
Pulteney,  Avoca,  and  a  portion  of  Howard  and 
Cohocton.  Pulteney  was  taken  off  in  1808. 
Part  of  Howard  and  Cohocton  in  1812,  a  part 
of  Wheeler  in  1822,  a  part  of  Avoca  in  1823  and 
a  part  of  Cohocton  in  1852. 

CANISTEO: 

Canisteo  was  formed  in  March,  1796  and 
comprised  the  present  town  so  named,  also  Green¬ 
wood,  West  Union,  Hartsville,  Hornellsville,  and 
parts  of  Jasper  and  Troupsburg.  A  part  of 
Troupsburg  was  taken  off  in  1808,  Hornellsville 
in  1820,  and  parts  of  Greenwood  and  Jasper  in 
1827  and  part  was  annexed  to  Troupsburg  in 
1818. 

DANSVILLE: 

Dansville  was  formed  in  March,  1796  and 
comprised  all  that  is  now  Dansville,  Fremont, 
Wayland,  and  part  of  Howard,  Cohocton  and  a 


part  of  Sparta,  Livingston  County.  Parts  of 
Cohocton  and  Howard  were  taken  off  in  1812, 
part  of  Wayland  in  1848,  and  Fremont  in  1854. 
A  part  was  annexed  to  Sparta  in  1822,  and  part 
of  Cohocton  was  reannexed  April  25,  1824. 

FREDERICKSTOWN : 

Frederickstown  was  formed  March  18,  1796, 
and  included  Wayne  and  Bradford  in  this  county 
and  also  Barrington  and  Starkey  in  Yates 
County,  and  Tyrone,  Reading  and  Orange  in 
Schuyler  County.  This  name  was  later  changed 
to  Wayne.  The  following  were  taken  off  in 
1806,  —  Reading,  Schuyler  County;  Orange, 
Schuyler  County,  1813;  and  Barrington,  Yates 
County,  and  Tyrone  in  Schuyler  County  in  1822, 
a  part  was  annexed  to  Tyrone,  Schuyler  County 
in  1854. 

MIDDLETOWN : 

Middletown  was  formed  March  18,  1796 
and  comprised  all  that  is  now  Addison,  Cameron, 
Rathbone,  Thurston,  Tuscarora,  Woodhull,  and 
parts  of  Troupsburg  and  Jasper.  A  part  of 
Troupsburg  was  taken  off,  Cameron  entirely,  a 
part  of  Woodhull  and  a  part  of  Rathbone. 


15 


PAINTED  POST : 

Painted  Post  was  formed  March  18,  1796 
and  comprised  the  present  towns  of  Caton,  Corn¬ 
ing,  Hornby,  Lindley,  Erwin,  and  Campbell. 
Erwin  and  Hornby  were  taken  off  in  1826  and 
Caton  in  1839.  The  name  was  changed  to  Corn¬ 
ing-  in  1852,  and  a  part  was  annexed  to  Erwin 
ii  1856. 


LATITUDE  AND  LONGITUDE  OF 
STEUBEN  COUNTY 

Eastern  boundary — West  Longitude  76’  55’ 
Western  boundary — West  Longitude  77°  45’ 
Southern  boundary — North  Latitude  42° 
Northern  boundary — North  Latitude  42*  35’ 


LATITUDE  and  LONGITUDE  of  BATH- 
COUNTY  SEAT 

42’  20’  North  Latitude 
77°  20’  West  Longitude 

Note:  Physical-Political  County  Map  will  fur¬ 
nish  approximate  Latitude  and  Longi¬ 
tude  for  points  within  county. 


NOTES  FROM  AN  ECONOMIC  STUDY 
OF  THE  LAND  UTILIZATION 
IN  STEUBEN  COUNTY 

The  pursuits  and  activities  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  a  region  are  closely  dependent  upon  lati¬ 
tude,  elevation  above  sea  level,  topography  of 
the  terrain,  precipitation,  frost-free  season, 


climate,  etc.,  and  also  upon  the  economic  value 
of  the  land  classes  and  soil  types. 

The  first  settlers  of  Steuben  County  cleared 
practically  all  the  land  for  farms.  They  had  no 
means  of  distinguishing  between  good  land  and 
poor  land.  Since  the  first  settlements  were  made 
about  150  years  ago,  farmers  have  determined  by 
experience  what  land  is  adapted  to  profitable 
agricultural  use.  The  land  which  was  found  to 
be  unfit  for  farming  has  been  abandoned,  while 
the  good  land  has  been  used  more  intensively. 

The  areas  which  will  probably  remain 
permanent  in  agricultural  use  should  be  pro¬ 
vided  with  hard  roads,  electrical  services,  good 
schools,  and  other  public  or  semi-public  services. 
Areas  that  are  being  abandoned  will  not  need 
these  services. 

If  those  areas  which  have  been  or  are  being 
abandoned  are  reforested,  people  will  not  waste 
time  and  money  to  farm.  Such  land  should  not 
have  been  cleared  for  farming.  The  reforested 
areas  will  serve  as  natural  reservoirs  to  aid  in 
flood  prevention  and  erosion  control.  These 
lands  will  provide  recreational  hunting  and  fish¬ 
ing  areas  for  the  more  thickly  populated  sections 
of  the  state. 

The  upland  soils  occupy  about  76%  of  the 
land  area  of  the  county,  and  valley  soil  makes  up 
the  remaining  24%.  Most  of  the  valley  soils  are 
well  drained  and  highly  productive.  There  is  a 
wide  variation  in  the  upland  soils.  Some  are 
deep  and  well  drained  and  are  adapted  to  farm¬ 
ing;  others  because  of  insufficient  drainage, 
rough  topography,  stoniness,  low  fertility,  or  a 
combination  of  these  features,  are  of  little  agri¬ 
cultural  value. 
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AN  ECONOMIC  CLASSIFICATION  OF 
LAND  IN  STEUBEN  COUNTY 

In  the  classification  of  the  land  in  Steuben 
County  the  principal  features  considered  were 
the  soil,  land  use,  topography,  elevation,  size  and 
condition  of  farm  buildings,  and  markets.  The 
combination  effects  of  such  features  result  in  a 
variation  in  the  intensity  of  land  use.  The  land 
was  divided  into  five  classes.  Land  class  I  is 
least  intensively  used,  a  large  proportion  of  this 
land  is  now  idle  or  in  woods.  Most  of  the  farms 
have  been  abandoned.  Such  land  is  adapted 
primarily  to  reforestation  and  to  recreational 
uses. 

Land  class  II  is  more  intensively  used  than 
land  class  I.  Some  of  land  class  II  is  still  being- 
farmed  but  many  farms  have  been  abandoned. 


The  crops  grown  and  the  soils  indicate  that  most 
of  the  land  is  better  adapted  to  forests  than  to 
agriculture.  Land  classes  III,  IV,  and  V,  will 
probably  remain  permanently  in  agriculture.  The 
land  in  class  IV  is  more  intensively  used  than  is 
land  in  class  III,  and  the  land  in  class  V  is  more 
intensively  used  than  that  in  land  class  IV. 

In  Steuben  County  about  14%  of  the  land 
is  in  land  class  I  and  30%  in  land  class  II,  48% 
in  land  class  III,  and  7%  in  land  classes  IV  and 
V.  In  class  I  there  are  123,025  acres  or  13.8%; 
land  class  II  there  are  269,682  acres  or  30.3%; 
in  land  class  III  there  are  424,358  acres  or  47.6%. 
In  land  class  IV  there  are  41,679  acres  or  3:6%, 
and  in  land  class  V  there  are  50,929  acres  or  3.5%. 
The  foregoing  are  figures  made  in  about  1935. 

LAND  USE 

The  most  important  features  determining 
the  use  to  which  land  in  Steuben  County  is  being 
put  are  the  soil,  the  climate,  the  topography,  the 
elevation  and  the  distance  to  market.  In  land 
class  I  it  was  found  that  about  80%  of  the  land 
was  idle  or  in  woods.  In  land  class  II  about 
53%  was  idle  or  in  woods.  In  land  classes  III, 
IV,  and  V  a  relatively  small  percentage  was  in 
woods  and  a  relatively  large  percentage  was  in 
inter-tilled  crops. 

In  September,  1936,  the  state  purchased 
2,724  acres  for  reforestation  and  had  3,559  acres 
under  contract.  In  addition,  the  state  owned  the 
Erwin  Game  Preserve  of  2,500  acres  and  the 
county  had  acquired  558  acres  for  reforestation. 
This  means  a  total  of  9,345  acres  probably  owned 
for  reforestation  and  for  recreational  uses.  And 
also  at  this  time,  1936,  there  remained  about 
126,879  acres  of  idle  land  and  waste  land  not 
in  farms,  or  land  which  was  not  included  in  the 
census  enumeration. 
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HISTORY  OF  AGRICULTURE  OF 
STEUBEN  COUNTY 

The  first  settlement  by  the  whites  was  made 
in  the  vicinity  of  Painted  Post  and  Corning  about 
1786.  Lumbering  was  the  chief  industry  until 
about  1851,  when  the  Erie  Railroad  was  com¬ 
pleted  between  New  York  and  Buffalo.  This 
greatly  facilitated  the  agricultural  development 
of  the  county  and  marketing  of  products. 

The  changes  which  have  been  made  in 
agriculture  of  Steuben  County  are  the  result  of 
adjustments  made  by  the  farmers  to  meet  chang¬ 
ing  economic  conditions.  In  1900  about  92%  of 
the  land  was  in  farms.  From  1900  to  1935  the 
acreage  of  land  in  farms  decreased  6,503  acres. 
The  number  of  farms  in  the  county  in  1935  was 
about  5,700,  the  acreage  of  which  was  764,821 
acres. 

EARLY  TRAILS  AND  HIGHWAYS 

Down  the  valleys  of  the  Conhocton,  Canis- 
teo,  and  Chemung  and  up  the  valley  of  the 
Tioga, — ran  the  trail  by  which  the  Tories  and 
Indians  stole  upon  the  settlements  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania, — from  Fort  Niagara. 

In  1778  the  canoes  which  carried  a  large 
party  of  Tories  and  Indians  to  Wyoming  in  Pa., 
were  made  on  the  banks  of  the  Canisteo.  Re¬ 
mains  were  found  of  this  adventure. 

When  the  first  settler  came  into  Steuben 
County  there  were  no  highways,  and  only  a  few 
trails  that  were  dimly  marked.  Only  a  man  on 
foot  or  on  horseback  could  navigate  the  forest- 
covered  land.  As  the  number  of  settlers  grew, 
trails  were  better  marked.  As  the  settlements  of 
the  county  increased,  the  need  for  better  means 
of  transportation  steadily  grew. 

The  earliest  roads  were  along  the  natural 
lines  of  travel ;  viz. ;  the  valleys  of  the  rivers  and 
creeks,  Chemung,  Conhocton,  Canisteo,  Tusca- 
rora,  etc. 

Today,  —  after  less  than  150  years,  the 
county  is  well  supplied  with  several  classes  of 
creditable  highways  as  shown  by  the  classifica¬ 
tion  of  highways  and  mileage  in  various  towns 
of  Steuben  County  in  the  year  1942,  as  reported 
by  W.  G.  Kellogg,  County  Superintendent  of 
Highways,  in  the  following  table. 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  HIGHWAY 
MILEAGE  IN  VARIOUS  TOWNS 
OF  THE  COUNTY 


Total 

State 

County 

Earth 

Towns 

Mileage 

Roads 

Roads 

Roads 

Addison  . 

.  51.81 

3.11 

14.22 

34.48 

Avoca  . 

.  83.92 

10.55 

18.58 

54.79 

Bath  . 

.  218.22 

15.74 

36.38 

266.10 

Bradford  . 

.  57.70 

4.29 

15.41 

38.00 

Cameron  . 

.  105.70 

0.00 

28.86 

76.84 

Campbell  . 

.  88.88 

10.40 

19.06 

59.42 

Canisteo  . 

.  94.87 

12.80 

21.92 

60.15 

Caton  . 

.  89.70 

2.97 

21.78 

64.95 

Cohocton  . 

.  125.32 

13.38 

22.55 

89.39 

Corning  . 

.  87.99 

8.65 

18.19 

61.15 

Dansville  . 

.  124.84 

11.36 

25.71 

87.77 

Erwin  . 

.  62.11 

11.43 

9.69 

40.99 

Fremont  . 

.  89.03 

14.91 

16.55 

57.57 

Greenwood  . 

.  107.47 

14.57 

17.60 

75.30 

Hartsville  . 

.  69.28 

0.00 

15.44 

53.84 

Hornby  . 

.  91.06 

4.05 

14.25 

72.76 

Hornellsville  . 

.  88.28 

12.22 

20.28 

55.78 

Howard  . 

.  150.18 

6.55 

30.06 

113.57 

Jasper  . 

.  114.04 

16.71 

23.16 

74.17 

Lindley  . 

.  79.81 

6.60 

17.49 

55.72 

Prattsburg  . 

.  123.22 

10.09 

22.42 

90.71 

Pulteney  . 

.  89.41 

8.47 

22.65 

58.29 

Rathbone  . 

.  89.67 

1.77 

25.75 

62.15 

Thurston  . 

.  88.93 

5.23 

17.68 

66.02 

Troupsburg  . 

.  132.64 

7.79 

27.66 

97.19 

Tuscarora  . 

.  79.65 

4.79 

20.81 

54.05 

Urbana  . 

.  104.83 

13.15 

19.56 

72.12 

Wayland  . 

.  92.54 

17.71 

12.33 

62.50 

Wayne  . 

.  57.73 

7.41 

19.30 

31.02 

West  Union  . 

.  100.05 

7.60 

20.15 

72.30 

Wheeler  . 

.  113.07 

8.09 

14.08 

90.90 

Woodhull  . 

.  121.09 

7.48 

30.46 

83.15 

Totals  . 

.  3,173.04 

279.87 

660.03 

2,233.14 

W.  G.  KELLOGG, 

County  Superintendent  of  Highways 


CANALS 

The  Erie  Canal  was  finished  in  1825  and  the 
Chemung  Canal  in  1852.  Crooked  Lake  was 
navigated  by  steam  and  canal  boats  and  formed 
a  link  in  the  internal  water  communications  of 
the  state.  The  Chemung  Canal’s  navigable  feeder 
extended  from  Corning  east.  These  various 
works  of  internal  improvements  afforded  ample 
facilities  for  the  transportation  of  goods  and  pas¬ 
sengers  and  brought  the  farm  products  into  close 
proximity  of  the  Eastern  Markets.  Corning  was 
rated  as  the  fifth  port  in  the  state  in  the  matter 
of  canal  commerce.  Corning  at  that  time  had  a 
population  of  3,000.  Canal  boats  were  loaded 
at  Hammondsport.  At  Knoxville  was  a  navig¬ 
able  feeder  of  the  Chemung  Canal  to  Horse- 
heads.  Gibson  was  one  mile  east  of  Knoxville. 
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RAILROADS 

The  county  today  is  well  supplied  with  rail 
transportation.  The  Erie  Railroad  enters  the 
southeastern  part,  extending  west  to  Painted 
Post  where  it  divides,  the  .  main  line  continuing 
along  Canisteo  River  through  Hornell  to  Buffalo, 
and  the  other  following  the  Conhocton  Valley 
through  Bath  and  Wayland  to  Rochester.  The 
Delaware,  Lackawanna  and  Western  Railroad 
enters  east  of  Corning  and  proceeds  along  the 
Conhocton  Valley  to  Buffalo.  A  branch  line  of 
the  New  York  Central  crosses  the  southwestern 
part  of  the  county.  Other  railroads  are  the  New 
York  and  Pennsylvania,  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
(Buffalo  and  Susquehanna  branch),  and  the 
Pittsburgh,  Shawmut  &  Northern.  The  first 
railroad  to  enter  the  county  was  the  Erie,  which 
reached  Corning  in  1848  and  Hornell  in  1850. 

The  New  York  and  Erie  Railroad  entered 
the  county  from  Chemung  and  extended  along 
the  valleys  of  the  Chemung,  Tioga,  and  Canisteo 
Rivers  to  Hornellsville.  This  railroad  was  com¬ 
menced  in  1841.  The  first  locomotive  entered 
Hornellsville  on  September  3,  1850.  Passing 
through  Corning,  Erwin,  Addison,  Rathbone, 
Cameron,  Canisteo  and  Hornell.  The  Buffalo, 
New  York  and  Erie  Railroad  extends  northwest 
from  Corning  up  the  Conhocton  Valley  through 
Erwin,  Campbell,  Bath,  Avoca,  Cohocton  and 
Wayland  to  the  north  border  of  the  county.  The 
Hornell  division  of  the  Buffalo,  New  York  and 
Erie  Railroad  extends  northwest  up  the  valley 
of  the  Canisteo  from  Hornell  passing  through 
that  town  and  southwest  corner  of  Dansville. 
The  Blossburg  and  Corning  Railroad  extends 
from  Corning  to  Erwin  and  Lindley  south  along 
the  Tioga  Valley  to  the  Blossburg  coal  region. 

New  York  and  Lake  Erie,  Corning  to  Hor¬ 
nell  commenced — 1841.  At  Hornell — 1850.  First 
locomotive  September  3,  1850.  New  York  and 
Lake  Erie  from  Hornell  to  Buffalo, — called  the 
Buffalo  Division.  New  York — Lake  Erie  R.  R., 


from  Hornell  to  Salamanca,  —  the  Main  Line. 
Blossburg  R.  R.  Corning  and  Fall  Brook. 
Bituminous  coal.  Rochester  division  of  the  Erie 
R.  R., — from  Corning  to  Rochester.  D.  L.  &  W. 
R.  R.  completed  during  fall  of  1887.  New  York 
&  Pennsylvania  R.  R.  extended  from  Canisteo, 
N.  Y.  to  Shinglehouse,  Pa.,  and  on  to  Ceres  in 
New  York  State,  now  abandoned.  It  was  57 
miles  in  length.  Some  of  the  early  locomotives 
were  called  ‘wood  burners’  since  they  used  wood 
for  fuel. 

CROPS 

Between  1914  and  1933  potatoes  paid  a 
higher  return  per  hour  of  labor  than  did  wheat. 
This  largely  accounts  for  the  steady  decline  in 
the  acreage  of  wheat  and  the  increase  in  the 
acreage  of  potatoes.  In  1844,  45,000  acres  of 
wheat  were  grown.  But  in  1934  the  acreage  of 
the  crop  had  declined  to  about  7,000  acres. 

LIVE  STOCK 

In  1845  the  number  of  dairy  cows  was 
22,559;  sheep  217,658  and  swine  45,987.  In 
1935  the  number  of  dairy  cows  was  36,771 ; 
sheep  24,556;  swine  5,761;  and  the  number  of 
chickens  had  grown  to  347,426.  A  comparison  of 
these  figures  will  show  the  fluctuation  in  the 
number  of  live  stock  on  farms  of  Steuben  County. 
While  the  number  of  farms  decreased  from  1900 
to  1935,  the  number  of  dairy  cows  per  farm  had 
increased  from  4%  to  6.4%. 

In  1929  about  four  times  as  much  fluid  milk 
was  sold  as  in  1899.  This  increase  in  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  fluid  milk  was  due  to  the  shift  from  the 
production  of  butter  and  the  increased  produc¬ 
tion  per  cow.  The  dairy  cattle  population  of 
Steuben  County  in  1942  is  65,000  of  which  37,000 
are  milking  cows.  There  are  25,000  sheep; 
350,000  hens;  and  5,660  hogs. 

By  William  Stempfle 
County  Agricultural  Agent 
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GRINDSTONES 

One  mile  north  of  Bath  is  a  stratum  of 
argillo-calcareous  rock  three  feet  thick.  This 
furnishes  an  excellent  building  stone.  The  Che¬ 
mung  group  continues  from  the  state  line  north 
as  far  as  Painted  Post.  The  tops  of  the  high  hills 
to  the  south  are  conglomerate  at  a  few  places. 

Sandstone  proper  for  grindstones  is  found 
along  Bennett’s  and  Rigg’s  Creeks.  This  layer 
is  about  400  feet  above  the  floor  of  the  valley. 
Grindstones,  in  the  early  days,  were  obtained  on 
the  following  farms,  William  Carter,  in  Canis- 
teo;  William  Stroud,  in  Woodhull;  Colonel  Tows- 
ley,  in  Jasper.  Sandstone  was  quarried  on  the 
farm  of  Mr.  Marshall  near  LaGrange,  (now 
Greenwood,)  which  was  used  for  tombstones, 
hearthstones,  etc. 


PHELPS  AND  GORHAM  PURCHASE 

On  November  21,  1788  the  state  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts  sold  to  Phelps  and  Gorham  all  its  right, 
title  and  interest  to  lands  in  Western  New  York 
to  about  2,600,000  acres  of  land  for  $100,000.00. 


REFORESTATION 

STATE  REFORESTATION  AREAS  IN  STEUBEN  COUNTY 

FOREST  DIST.  No.  4 


Acres 

JUNE 

Acres 

Under 

Township 

Owned 

Contract 

Bath  . 

....  2,134.24 

Bradford  . 

....  3,792.18 

48.53 

Cameron  . 

....  1,086.76 

Campbell  . 

....  1,104.95 

Erwin  . 

530.82 

— 

Greenwood  . 

.  1,179.39 

Hornellsville  . 

645.46 

Hornby  . 

.  2,340.05 

Pulteney  . 

73.81 

Urbana  . 

.  1,204.48 

Wayne  . 

308.69 

Wheeler  . 

703.46 

Totals  . 

.  15,105.29 

48.53 

11,  1942 

Acres  in 

Grand 

Acres 

Acres  to  be 

Natural 

Total 

Reforested  Reforested 

Woods 

2,134.24 

1,293.43 

840.81 

3,840.71 

779.30 

1,584.80 

1,476.61 

1,086.76 

493.30 

593.46 

1,104.95 

206.10 

898.85 

530.82 

148.20 

382.62 

1,179.39 

271.67 

310.96 

596.76 

645.46 

310.10 

335.36 

2,340.05 

239.82 

1,153.27 

946.96 

73.81 

36.00 

37.81 

1,204.48 

840.18 

364.30 

308.69 

216.08 

92.61 

703.46 

425.71 

277.75 

15,152.82 

1,290.79 

7,018.13 

6,843.90 

By  I.  S. 

BOWLBY, 

District  Forester 

Forest  District  No.  4 
N.  Y.  Conservation  Dept. 
June  11,  1942 
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FIRST  HABITATION  IN  COUNTY 

At  Painted  Post,  the  first  habitation  in 
Steuben  County  was  erected  by  William  Harris, 
an  Indian  trader  from  Pennsylvania  in  1786. 
His  intercourse  with  the  Indians  was  of  a 
friendly  and  confidential  character.  They  helped 
him  to  build  his  log  house. 

Frederick  Caulkins  of  Vermont  was  the  first 
farmer.  He  made  his  settlement  at  the  head  of 
the  Chimney  Narrows  in  1788. 


FREEHOLDER 

The  freeholders  of  Steuben  County  generally 
derived  their  titles  from  Sir  William  Pulteney  of 
England  and  his  heirs.  Sir  William  acquired  his 
title  from  Robert  Morris  and  Morris  from  Phelps 
and  Gorham.  The  latter  from  the  state  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  And  that  commonwealth  held  title  under 
the  Royal  Charter  of  James  I, — King  of  Great 
Britain. 


SCHOOLS  OF  THE  COUNTY  IN  1859 

In  1859  there  were  350  school  houses  and  355 
school  districts  in  Steuben  County.  The  number 
of  teachers  was  354.  The  number  of  children  be¬ 
tween  4  and  21  was  25,717.  The  number  of  vol¬ 
umes  in  school  libraries  was  32,010.  The  appor¬ 
tionment  of  school  monies  in  1859  was  $26,- 
672.33.  The  total  receipts  were  $42,912.11  in 
1859.  Total  expenses  in  1859  were  $42,912.11 
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GENERAL  GEORGE  McCLURE 
(McMaster  History,  Page  146) 

He  was  a  pioneer  of  the  early  days  of  Bath, 
Urbana  and  Dansville  and  engaged  in  many  un¬ 
dertakings.  He  was  born  in  1770  in  Ireland  of 
Scotch  ancestry.  He  attended  school  there  from 
the  age  of  4  to  15, — when  he  decided  to  learn  the 
carpentry  trade.  At  the  age  of  20  he  decided  to 
embark  for  America.  On  his  arrival  in  America 
his  sole  possessions  consisted  of  three  suits  of 
clothes  and  three  dozen  linen  shirts.  On  arrival 
at  Baltimore  he  noticed  the  advertisement  of 
Charles  Williamson  of  North  Umberland, — for 
carpenters  to  work  at  Bath.  McClure  persuaded 
his  Uncle  Moore  to  accompany  him  to  Bath  by 
pack  horses.  They  found  the  river  very  high  and 
on  this  account  the  Uncle  decided  to  return  to 
his  home.  McClure  finally  persuaded  him  to  re¬ 
main  and  they  crossed  the  river  by  swimming  the 
horses  by  the  side  of  a  canoe.  Finally  they  ar¬ 
rived  at  Lycoming,  Pennsylvania.  Between  Ly¬ 
coming  and  Painted  Post,  a  distance  of  95  miles, 
there  was  but  one  house, — that  of  a  Frenchman. 
Arriving  at  Painted  Post  they  started  for  Bath. 
Arriving  at  Mud  Creek,  (now  Savona,)  they 
found  a  hotel,  where  thev  remained  for  a  short 
time.  They  finally  arrived  at  Bath  and  stopped 
at  a  hotel  kept  by  Mr.  Metcalf.  They  called  on 
Captain  Williamson  who  welcomed  these  new 
arrivals  gladly.  McClure  contracted  with  Cap¬ 
tain  Williamson  to  build  houses  and  other  build¬ 
ings  but  before  beginning  work,  he  made  two 
trips  back  to  North  Umberland  to  procure  tools 
and  men.  He  bought  four  canoes  to  transport 
goods,  and  arrived  in  Bath  in  9  days.  He  had 
contracted  with  Captain  Williamson,  to  erect  a 
building  40  feet  by  16  feet  in  3  days.  He  had  30 
hands  on  the  job  and  completed  the  building  in 
48  hours  or  in  2  days.  At  that  time  they  had 
found  no  suitable  stone  for  walls.  His  next  un¬ 
dertaking  was  a  theatre,  80  feet  by  40  feet.  The 
next  was  to  clear  100  acres  for  a  race  track. 
Captain  Williamson  ordered  a  committee  to  ex¬ 
plore  the  possibilities  of  clearing  away  impedi¬ 
ments  to  navigation  in  the  Conhocton  River  and 
Mud  Creek, — and  make  a  report  as  to  estimated 
cost.  Williamson  wanted  these  streams  to  be 
capable  of  bearing  arks  of  75  feet  by  16  feet. 


The  estimate  for  this  work  was  $700.00.  The 
following  season  McClure  built  an  ark  of  75  feet 
by  16  feet  and  loaded  it  with  lumber,  staves,  and 
wooden  pipe.  With  this  cargo  he  started  out  for 
North  Umberland.  He  disposed  of  this  before 
he  reached  his  destination  and  returned  to  Bath. 
In  1795  he  decided  to  change  his  occupation  from 
carpenter  to  that  of  merchant  and  went  to  Albany 
on  horseback  to  buy  goods.  On  his  arrival  there 
he  purchased  a  large  quantity  of  goods  and  also 
a  boat  for  transportation  of  the  goods  to  the  west. 
He  had  only  gone  some  30  or  40  miles  up  the 
Mohawk  River  when  ice  formed  and  he  was 
unable  to  move  his  boat  further.  Not  discouraged 
he  transported  the  goods  by  sleighs  to  Bath. 

His  brother,  Charles  McClure,  had  opened  a 
small  store  in  Bath,  —  with  whom  he  went  in 
partnership  and  opened  another  store  in  Dans¬ 
ville.  The  first  year  in  Dansville  he  took  in  4,000 
bushels  of  wheat  and  200  barrels  of  pork.  He 
built  4  arks  at  Arkport  to  transport  his  wheat  and 
pork  to  Baltimore  by  way  of  the  Canisteo,  Che¬ 
mung,  and  Susquehanna  Rivers.  These  were  the 
first  arks  to  descend  the  Canisteo  River.  The 
trip  was  a  success  and  gave  him  a  fair  start  in 
business.  He  also  opened  a  store  at  Penn  Yan 
and  at  Pittstown,  (Ontario  County).  At  this 
time  he  bought  a  mill  site  of  one  Skinner,  a 
Quaker,  with  200  acres  of  land.  He  also  pur¬ 
chased  800  acres  from  the  land  office  and  others, 
in  order  to  secure  the  whole  water  privilege.  He 
erected  a  flouring  mill,  saw  mill,  fulling  mill,  and 
carding  machine.  He  distributed  hand  bills  all 
through  the  country  offering  a  good  price  for 
wheat  delivered  at  his  mills  or  at  any  of  his 
stores.  He  received  in  the  course  of  the  winter 
20,000  bushels  of  wheat.  During  the  winter  he 
built  8  arks  at  Bath  and  4  on  the  Canisteo  and  in 
the  spring  transported  the  flour  to  Baltimore  and 
the  wheat  to  Columbia.  The  river  was  in  fine 
order  and  he  made  a  prosperous  voyage  and  a 
profitable  sale.  His  next  project  was  to  build  a 
schooner  on  Crooked  Lake  of  about  30  tons  bur¬ 
den.  He  erected  a  storehouse  at  each  end  of 
Crooked  Lake.  The  schooner  and  storehouses 
cost  $1400  and  turned  out  to  be  a  total  loss  since 
the  lake  was  frozen  over  at  the  time  he  most 
wanted  to  use  it.  Indians  were  very  numerous 
at  that  time.  Their  hunting  camps  were  within  a 
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short  distance  of  each  other  all  over  the  county. 
The  Indian  trade  was  a  business  object.  He  hired 
an  Indian,  (a  Seneca)  chief  who  could  speak 
English,  to  accompany  him  as  interpreter.  With 
this  interpreter  he  set  out  on  a  trading  expedi¬ 
tion  among  the  Indians.  He  told  them  to  come 
to  see  him  with  their  furs  and  pelts  and  deer 
hams  and  he  would  buy  them  all  and  pay  them  in 
goods.  They  wanted  to  know  particularly  if  they 
had  rum  and  wine  or  “fire-water”.  That  fall  he 
took  in  an  immense  quantity  of  furs,  pelts  and 
deer  hams.  He  salted  and  smoked  about  3,000 
hams.  He  paid  two  shillings  per  ham,  large  or 
small  and  sold  them  in  Baltimore  and  Philadel¬ 
phia  for  two  shillings  per  pound.  The  next  spring 
he  started  down  the  rivers,  Conhocton  and  Canis- 
teo,  with  a  large  fleet  of  arks  loaded  with  flour, 
wheat,  pork  and  other  articles.  The  embargo 
was  in  full  force  and  the  price  of  wheat  and  flour 
was  very  low.  The  loss  sustained  in  flour  and 
wheat  was  great  but  he  did  not  feel  it  to  be  any 
serious  interruption  to  his  business.  He  sus¬ 
pended  the  purchase  of  wheat  and  opened  a  large 
distillery,  thus  opening  a  market  to  the  farmers 
for  their  rye,  corn  and  even  wheat  which  he  con¬ 
verted  into  “fire-water”  as  the  Indians  very 
properly  called  it.  Jefferson’s  embargo  did  not 
injure  the  sale  of  it  but  the  contrary,  as  whiskey 
was  then  worth  by  the  barrel  from  8  to  10  shil¬ 
lings  per  gallon.  He  purchased  in  the  fall,  droves 
of  cattle  and  sent  them  to  Philadelphia.  He  also 
fed  40  head  of  the  best  and  largest  cattle  in  the 
winter,  which  he  shipped  on  arks  to  Columbia 
and  drove  to  Philadelphia  where  they  sold  to 


good  advantage.  In  the  year  1814  he  sold  his 
Cold  Springs  mills  to  Henry  A.  Townsend  for 
$14,000.  He  erected  other  mills  at  Bath.  In  1816 
he  ran  down  to  Baltimore  about  1  million  feet  of 
pine  lumber  and  100,000  feet  of  cherry  boards 
and  curly  maple.  He  chartered  three  brigs  and 
shipped  his  cherry  and  curly  maple  and  500  bar¬ 
rels  of  flour  to  Boston,  selling  the  flour  at  a  fair 
price  but  his  lumber  was  a  dead  weight  on  his 
hands.  An  inventor  of  a  machine  for  spinning- 
wool  by  water  power,  sold  him  one  of  his  ma¬ 
chines  for  $2,500  taking  lumber  in  payment.  He 
was  doing  well  with  his  woolen  manufacture 
until  Congress  reduced  the  tariff  for  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  home  industry  to  a  mere  normal  tax.  The 
country  immediately  after  was  flooded  with  for¬ 
eign  fabrics  and  but  few  woolen  factories  sur¬ 
vived  the  shock. 

The  estimation  General  George  McClure 
was  held  in  by  the  people  of  Bath  and  Steuben 
County  is  evidenced  by  the  place  he  occupied  in 
the  government,  of  the  town  and  county.  First 
he  was  appointed  justice  of  the  peace,  next  a 
judge  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  and  surro¬ 
gate  of  the  county.  In  1816  he  was  appointed 
high  sheriff  of  the  county  holding  that  office  for 
four  years.  He  was  postmaster  of  the  village  of 
Bath  for  about  eight  years.  The  good  people  of 
Steuben  also  elected  him  three  years  in  succession 
to  represent  them  in  the  legislature  in  the  State 
of  New  York.  This  brief  narrative  is  nothing- 
more  than  a  mere  synopsis  of  some  of  the  princi¬ 
pal  events  of  the  last  60  years  of  his  life.  He  died 
in  Elgin,  Illinois  in  1851. 
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A  SETTLER’S  HOME 

(From  McMaster’s  History  of  Steuben  County) 

“As  I  was  traveling  through  the  county  on 
horseback  on  a  summer  day  in  an  early  year  of 
settlement  I  fell  in  company  with  two  gentlemen 
who  were  going  in  the  same  direction.  One  of 
them  was  the  land  agent  from  Bath,  who  was  go¬ 
ing  to  the  Genesee  River.  The  other  was  a  for¬ 
eigner  on  his  way  from  Easton  in  Pennsylvania 
to  Presque  Isle,  (now  Erie,)  on  Lake  Erie.  We 
had  followed  in  Indian  file  a  mere  path  through 
the  woods  for  several  miles,  passing  at  long  inter¬ 
vals  a  log  house  where  the  occupants  had  just 
made  a  beginning;  when,  having  passed  the  out¬ 
skirts  of  settlement  and  penetrated  deep  into  the 
woods,  our  attention  was  attracted  by  the  tinkling 
of  a  cow  bell  and  the  sound  of  an  axe  in  chopping. 
We  soon  saw  a  little  break  in  the  forest  and  a  log 
house.  As  we  approached,  we  heard  the  loud  bark¬ 
ing  of  a  dog  and  as  we  got  nearer  the  clearing, 
were  met  by  him  with  an  angry  growl  as  if  he 
would  have  said:  ‘You  can  come  no  farther  with¬ 
out  my  master’s  permission’.  A  shrill  whistle 
from  within  called  off  the  dog.  We  proceeded  to 
the  house.  A  short  distance  from  it,  standing  on 
the  fallen  trunk  of  a  large  hemlock  tree  which  he 
had  just  chopped  in  two,  was  a  fine  looking  young 
man,  four  or  five  and  twenty  years  of  age,  with 
an  axe  in  his  hand.  He  was  dressed  in  a  tow-frock 
and  trousers,  with  his  head  and  feet  bare.  The 
frock  opened  at  the  top,  showed  that  he  wore  no 
shirt  and  exhibited  the  muscular  shoulders  and 
full  chest  of  a  very  athletic  and  powerful  man. 
When  we  stopped  our  horses  he  stepped  off  the 
log,  shook  hands  with  the  agent  and  saluted  us 
frankly.  He  asked  us  to  dismount  and  rest  our¬ 
selves,  urging  that  the  distance  to  the  next  house 
was  six  miles,  with  nothing  but  marked  trees  to 
guide  us  a  part  of  the  way;  that  it  was  nearly 
noon  and,  although  he  could  not  promise  anything 
very  good  to  eat,  yet  he  could  give  us  something 
to  prevent  us  from  suffering  from  hunger.  He 
had  no  grass  growing  yet  but  he  would  give  the 
horses  some  green  oats.  We  concluded  to  accept 
the  invitation  and  dismounted  and  went  into  the 
house.  Before  describing  the  house,  I  will  note 
the  appearance  of  things  around  it.  Premising 
that;  the  settler  had  begun  his  improvements  in 


the  Spring  before  our  arrival.  A  little  boy  about 
three  years  old  was  playing  with  the  dog,  which, 
though  so  resolute  at  our  approach,  now  permit¬ 
ted  the  child  to  push  him  over  and  sit  down  upon 
him.  A  pair  of  oxen  and  a  cow  with  a  bell  on,  were 
lying  in  the  shade  of  the  woods ;  two  or  three  hogs 
were  rooting  in  the  leaves  near  the  cattle,  and  a 
few  fowls  were  scratching  the  soil.  There  was  a 
clearing  or  rather  chopping  around  the  house  of 
about  four  acres,  half  of  which  had  been  cleared 
off  and  sowed  with  oats,  which  had  grown  very 
rank  and  good.  The  other  half  of  the  chopping 
had  been  merely  burnt  over  and  then  planted  with 
corn  and  potatoes,  a  hill  being  planted  wherever 
there  was  room  between  the  logs.  The  corn  did 
not  look  very  well.  The  chopping  was  inclosed 
with  a  log  fence.  A  short  distance  from  the  house 
a  fine  spring  of  water  gushed  out  of  the  gravel 
bank  from  which  a  small  brook  ran  down  across 
the  clearing,  along  the  borders  of  which  a  few 
geese  were  feeding.  When  we  entered  the  house 
the  young  settler  said,  ‘Wife,  here  is  the  land- 
agent  and  two  other  men’  and  turning  to  us 
said, — ‘This  is  my  wife.’  She  was  a  pretty  look¬ 
ing  young  woman  dressed  in  a  coarse,  loose  dress 
and  bare  footed.  When  her  husband  introduced 
us  she  was  a  good  deal  embarrassed  and  the  flash 
of  her  dark  eyes  and  the  crimson  glow  that  passed 
over  her  countenance  showed  that  she  was  vexed 
at  our  intrusion.  The  young  settler  observed  her 
vexation  and  said,  ‘Never  mind  Sally,  the  Squire 
(so  he  called  the  agent,)  knows  how  people  have 
to  live  in  the  woods.’  She  regained  her  composure 
ii?  a  moment  and  greeted  us  hospitably  and  with¬ 
out  any  apology  for  her  house  or  her  costume. 
After  a  few  minutes’  conversation,  on  the  set¬ 
tler’s  suggestion  that  he  had  promised  ‘these  men 
something  to  eat,  to  prevent  their  getting  hungry’ 
she  began  to  prepare  the  frugal  meal.  When  we 
first  entered  the  house  she  sat  near  the  door,  spin¬ 
ning  flax  on  a  little  wheel  and  a  baby  was  lying 
near  her  in  a  cradle  formed  of  the  bark  of  a  birch 
tree  which,  rested  like  a  trough  on  rockers,  made 
a  very  smooth,  neat  little  cradle.  While  the  settler 
and  his  other  guests  were  engaged  in  conversa¬ 
tion,  I  took  notice  of  the  house  and  furniture.  The 
house  was  about  20  by  26  feet,  constructed  of 
round  logs,  chinked  with  pieces  of  split  logs  and 
plastered  on  the  outside  with  clay.  The  floors 
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were  made  of  split  logs  with  the  flat  side  up; 
the  door  of  thin  pieces  split  out  of  a  large  log 
and  the  roof  of  the  same.  The  windows  were 
holes  unprotected  by  glass  or  sash.  The  fire¬ 
place  was  made  of  stone  and  the  chimney  of 
sticks  and  clay.  On  one  side  of  the  fireplace  was 
a  ladder  leading  to  the  chamber.  There  was  a  bed 
in  one  corner  of  the  room,  a  table  and  five  or  six 
chairs,  and  on  one  side  a  few  shelves  of  split 
board,  on  which  were  a  few  articles  of  crockery 
and  some  tinware  and  on  one  of  them  a  few 
books.  Behind  the  door  was  a  large  spinning 
wheel  and  a  reel,  and  overhead  on  wooden  hooks, 
fastened  to  the  beams  were  a  number  of  things, 
among  which  were  a  nice  rifle,  powder  horn,  bul¬ 
let  pouch,  tomahawk,  and  hunting  knife, — com¬ 
plete  equipment  of  a  hunter  and  the  frontier  set¬ 
tler.  Everything  looked  nice  and  tidy  even  to  the 
rough  stones  which  had  been  laid  down  for  a 
hearth. 

In  a  short  time  our  dinner  was  ready.  It  con¬ 
sisted  of  cornbread  and  milk  eaten  out  of  tin 
basins  with  iron  spoons.  The  settler  ate  with  us 
but  his  wife  was  employed  while  we  were  at  din¬ 
ner,  in  sewing  on  what  appeared  to  be  a  child’s 
dress.  The  settler  and  the  agent  talked  all  the 
time,  generally  on  the  subject  of  the  settlement  of 
the  country.  After  dinner  the  latter  and  his  com¬ 
panions  took  their  departure,  the  one  making  the 
little  boy  the  present  of  a  half  dollar  and  the  other 
giving  the  same  sum  to  the  baby. 

I  have  now  introduced  to  the  reader  one  of 
the  best  and  most  intelligent  among  the  first  set¬ 
tlers  of  the  countv.  He  was  a  man  of  limited  in- 
formation  except  as  to  what  related  to  his  own 
particular  business,  but  his  judgment  was  good 
and  he  was  frank,  candid  and  fearless.  He  be¬ 
longed  to  that  class  of  men  who  distinguished 
themselves  as  soldiers  during  our  Revolutionary 
War  and  who  were  in  many  instances  the  descen¬ 
dants  of  the  celebrated  ‘Bold  Yeomanry  of  Old 
England,’  whose  praises  were  commemorated  by 
the  English  bard  when  he  wrote, — “Princes  and 
lords  may  flourish  or  may  fade,  A  breath  can 
make  them  as  a  breath  has  made;  But  a  bold 
yoemanrv,  their  country’s  pride,  When  once  de¬ 
stroyed  can  never  be  supplied”. 


THE  PIONEERING  OF 
STEUBEN  COUNTY 
By  Reuben  B.  Oldfield 

The  hardy  men  and  women  who  first  made 
Steuben  County  their  homeland  were  people  of 
great  industry,  perseverance  and  ingenuity.  By 
the  “sweat  of  their  brows,”  they  cleared  the  fields, 
constructed  the  highways,  built  the  bridges,  and 
transformed  a  wilderness  of  forest  into  comfort¬ 
able  homesteads,  and  progressive  communities. 
Most  of  them  arrived  in  heavy  wagons  drawn  by 
oxen  and  aside  from  the  few  cattle,  sheep  or 
swine  driven  ahead  of  the  lumbering  vehicle,  all 
of  their  property  was  packed  on  the  ox  cart.  The 
first  move  was  to  secure  a  plot  of  land,  the  next 
was  to  build  a  log  cabin,  stables  and  other  shelter 
for  the  domestic  animals.  A  well  or  spring  was 
also  of  primary  importance.  If  there  was  no 
spring  a  well  was  dug,  for  water  must  be  avail¬ 
able  for  man  and  beast.  Land  must  be  cleared, 
and  the  huge  tree  trunks  either  burned  or  hauled 
to  the  sawmill.  Most  of  the  timber  was  burned, 
until  numerous  sawmills  came  into  operation 
along  the  rivers  and  creeks.  This  marked  the 
start  of  the  lumbering  era. 

The  early  sawmills  used  the  upright  saw 
which  chewed  its  way  lengthwise  through  the  log. 
The  “buzz”  or  circular  saw  was  unknown  till 
after  the  Civil  War.  These  old  upright  “jigs”  cut 
about  a  thousand  feet  of  lumber  per  day  and 
required  frequent  sharpening  which  necessitated 
stopping  the  mill.  Water  power  was  the  only 
means  then  known  for  driving  these  mills,  for 
steam  engines  were  then  in  the  experimental 
stage,  and  were  too  costly  for  the  backwoods. 

The  pioneer  having  cleared  his  plot  of  all  but 
the  stumps,  plowed  the  uneven  soil  with  a  wooden 
plow  having  an  iron  tip.  He  usually  made  the 
plow  himself  and  the  blacksmith  supplied  the 
point.  It  was  a  poor  job  of  plowing,  for  roots  and 
stones  interfered  as  the  oxen  zigzagged  between 
the  stumps.  But  he  planted  his  crops,  and  year  by 
year  the  soil  became  more  tillable.  The  stumps  of 
the  pine  refused  to  decay,  but  the  ingenious  set¬ 
tlers  invented  a  stump-puller  around  which  the 
oxen  plodded,  slowly  winding  a  great  screw  on  a 
sort  of  tripod  by  means  of  which  the  stump  was 
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literally  pulled-by-the-roots.  Stump  fences  were 
made  of  these.  Pine  rails,  easily  split  and  durable, 
were  prized  as  fence  material.  They  were  laid  zig¬ 
zag  to  form  the  “worm”  fence,  the  corners  of 
which  might  be  crossed  with  stakes  driven  into 
the  ground  and  topped  with  extra  rails,  and  then 
the  fence  was  called  a  “stake  and  rider.”  This 
type  of  fence  was  most  common,  although  many 
ether  types  of  rail  fences  were  evolved.  Stone 
walls,  faced  on  both  sides,  and  substantially  put 
together  were  effective  and  lasting,  but  were  slow 
of  construction.  When  lumber  became  available, 
the  board  fence  became  popular,  and  many  Steu¬ 
ben  farmers  built  ornate  models  of  these,  painted 
and  capped  in  a  “workmanlike  manner.”  Elabo¬ 
rate  gateways  made  of  heavy  timbers  in  the  form 
of  a  great  square  through  which  a  load  of  hay 
might  be  driven,  were  fashioned  to  hold  a  pon¬ 
derous  gate  which  swung  easily  on  wrought  iron 
hinges  were  not  at  all  rare  along  in  the  1840’s, 
but  the  usual  gateway  was  a  simple  contrivance 
made  to  slide  and  swing  on  greased  cleats. 
Simple  bars  were  first  used  by  the  pioneers. 

The  early  settler’s  first  crop  was  usually 
wheat,  corn,  rye,  or  oats.  Flax  and  hemp  were  ex¬ 
tensively  raised,  but  potatoes  and  beans  were  gar¬ 
den  vegetables,  as  were  squash  and  cabbage.  Fine 
melons  matured  in  the  rich  soil.  Barley  was  one 
of  the  popular  grain  crops,  the  two-rowed  and  the 
six-rowed  both  being  raised.  Tobacco  was  a  staple 
crop  and  was  cured  for  domestic  use.  The  other 
field  and  garden  crops  included  practically  every¬ 
thing  now  raised  in  this  section.  The  pioneer 
made  in  a  “domestic  way”  nearly  all  of  the  arti¬ 
cles  needed  for  daily  use.  Hemp  supplied  him  with 
a  coarse  fiber  for  ropes  and  heavy  cloth;  flax  gave 
him  tow  for  twine  and  linen  for  the  finest  cloth; 
wool  from  the  backs  of  his  own  sheep  was  carded, 
spun  and  woven  into  homespun.  Even  the  fulling 
and  dyeing  of  fabrics  was  done  in  the  old  log  cab¬ 
in.  Among  the  many  dyes  used  were  oak  galls, 
hazelnut  husks,  walnut  husks,  hickorynut  husks, 
sumac  bark  and  bobs, — for  black.  Locust  and 
poplar  bark  produced  a  yellow,  sassafras  bark  a 
red,  poke  berries  a  Tyrian  purple,  wortleberries 
a  mazarine  blue,  and  walnut  bark  a  delightful 
olive.  Copperas,  alum  and  salts  of  tartar  were  the 
usual  mordants  used  although  a  solution  of  tin 
was  adopted  later.  They  made  their  own  woof  and 


warp  and  spun  their  own  thread.  Many  tanneries 
were  set  up  and  the  farmer  took  his  pelts  to  these 
to  be  tanned  into  leather.  Many  men  made  their 
own  boots  but  traveling  cobblers  visited  the  log 
cabins  and  stayed  long  enough  to  make  shoes  for 
the  entire  family.  Small  children  usually  had  no 
shoes  either  in  summer  or  winter.  Many  a  tot  rode 
on  his  big  brother’s  back  to  school  when  the  snows 
were  deep. 

Harness  makers  opened  shops  or  traveled 
from  cabin  to  cabin  with  their  trees,  awls  and 
waxed-ends  tipped  with  hog  bristles.  They  made 
horse  collars  and  even  saddles  but  saddle-making 
was  usually  confined  to  saddler  shops  in  larger 
villages.  The  need  for  buckets,  kegs  and  barrels 
brought  cooper  shops.  At  first  these  utensils  were 
made  entirely  of  wood, — hoops,  staves  and  bails 
being  of  wood.  Basket  making  was  an  art  in¬ 
dulged  in  by  many  a  frontier  woman, — when  she 
had  time  from  her  spinning,  weaving,  or  knitting. 
The  metal  workers  such  as  the  blacksmith  and 
the  gunsmith  soon  came  in  the  wake  of  the  settlers. 
The  blacksmith  ranked  as  a  first  essential.  He 
made  the  plow  points,  the  drag  teeth,  the  scythes 
and  the  sickles.  From  his  anvil  came  coulters  and 
clevises,  chains,  picks,  axes  and  crowbars.  For  the 
housewife  he  fashioned  pothooks  for  the  fire- 
crane,  tongs,  knives  and  scores  of  other  needed  ar¬ 
ticles.  He  shod  the  horses  and  the  oxen,  he  ham¬ 
mered  out  hinges  and  hasps  for  the  doors,  he 
made  the  very  nails  which  held  the  building  to¬ 
gether.  His  was  a  life  of  service.  The  gunsmith 
not  only  repaired  all  sorts  of  firearms,  but  in 
many  instances  made  guns  and  pistols  complete 
from  butt  to  fore  sight.  A  noted  gunsmith  of 
Steuben  County  who  became  widely  known  for 
the  excellence  of  his  hand-made  rifles  and  “fowl¬ 
ing  pieces”  was  Berry  Wood  of  Painted  Post. 

The  harvesting  of  crops  was  a  real  problem 
to  the  early  settler.  The  hand  sickle  was  much 
used  in  cutting  grains  until  the  lessened  number  of 
stumps  gave  room  to  swing  the  cradle.  The  swath, 
cut  by  an  expert  cradler  lay  in  a  windrow  with  the 
heads  of  the  grain  to  the  left  and  the  “raker  and 
binder”  who  followed  with  his  wooden  rake,  made 
sheaves  of  a  most  uniform  size,  binding  them 
with  “bands”  made  of  two  lengths  of  the  grain 
ingeniously  knotted  together  at  the  tops.  The 
sheaves  were  set  up  in  shocks  or  “stocks”  and 
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when  dry  were  taken  to  the  threshing  floor,  which 
was  usually  the  main  floor  of  the  barn.  Here  a 
single  layer  of  the  sheaves  was  set,  tops  up,  and 
the  grain  beaten  out  either  by  horses  or  oxen  be¬ 
ing  driven  over  the  “flooring,”  or  by  means  of  the 
flail.  The  flail  consisted  of  a  long  “stale”  or  handle 
the  far  end  of  which  ended  in  a  round  nub  below 
which  a  thong  of  eelskin  was  wrapped  loosely 
enough  to  allow  free  play  in  turning.  The  eelskin 
passed  through  a  round  hole  in  the  swingle,  or 
beater.  This  last  was  of  light  hard  wood,  usually 
ash  or  hickory,  and  was  about  a  yard  in  length 
and  about  two  and  a  half  inches  in  thickness.  The 
flailer  seized  the  stale  in  both  hands  and  swung 
the  swingle  in  an  alternately  rising  and  falling 
circle.  The  swingle  rebounded  from  the  impact 
with  which  it  struck  the  grain,  and  a  skilled  flailer 
would  keep  the  beater  traveling  in  a  continuous 
circle  thumping  the  grain  heads  with  prodigious 
thwacks  at  each  descent.  The  straw  was  shaken 
from  the  threshed  grain,  and  the  kernels  were  then 
ready  to  winnow  in  the  wind  to  separate  them 
from  the  chaff.  Most  of  the  barns  were  built  so 
that  the  wind  had  free  play  over  the  threshing 
floors.  The  grain  was  poured  from  a  height  while 
the  wind  blew  the  chaff  and  dust  free  from  the 
kernels, — which  by  the  way  were  often  called 
“berries."  The  hav  was  cut  with  scvthes,  allowed 
to  dry  in  the  swath,  piled  into  hay-cocks,  and  then 
hauled  to  the  barn,  or  stacked.  Few  of  the  native 
grasses  were  suitable  for  domestic  cattle  and 
“tame"  grasses  were  sown  along  with  grain 
crops,  the  hay  being  harvested  the  second  and 
third  years  thereafter. 

This  short  description  of  some  of  the  major 
activities  of  the  pioneer  will  indicate  the  enor¬ 
mous  amount  of  labor  which  he  performed  by 
hand.  But  let  us  not  assume  that  the  life  of  the 
pioneer  was  entirely  devoid  of  amusements  and 


ether  intervals  of  pleasure  and  entertainment. 
Around  the  hearth  in  front  of  the  wide-open  fire¬ 
place,  the  long  winter  evenings  gave  time  for  re¬ 
laxation.  Such  games  as  fox-and-geese  and  check¬ 
ers  were  played  on  boards  made  by  hand.  Even 
the  pieces  were  skillfully  carved  out  of  native 
wood,  the  black  men  being  made  of  some  dark 
wood  such  as  walnut,  and  the  white  men  carved 
from  white  wood.  Foot-power  lathes  often  pro¬ 
duced  very  ornamental  specimens.  Rollicking 
gatherings  of  young  and  old,  held  in  one  of  the 
larger  cabins,  made  merry  far  into  the  night,  and 
summer  gatherings  brought  the  whole  communi¬ 
ties  together  for  feasting  and  song.  The  women 
held  quilting  bees,  sewing  bees,  and  even  apple 
paring  bees.  The  men  attended  logging  bees,  barn 
raisings,  house  raisings  and  the  women  also  were 
on  hand  to  supply  the  food  and  refreshments.  The 
men  went  fishing,  the  women  went  blackberrying 
and  the  whole  family  went  to  church  and  attended 
the  “donation”  for  the  preacher,  or  flocked  to  the 
community  picnic.  The  old  pioneers  worked  hard, 
and  they  played  hard,  but  they  had  an  eye  on  the 
future.  They  strove  to  prepare  the  land  for  their 
children  and  their  grandchildren.  Outstanding 
among  the  many  virtues  was  the  friendliness  they 
manifested  toward  each  other.  If  a  man  fell  sick 
his  neighbors  made  a  bee  and  put  in  his  crops  for 
him.  If  a  cabin  burned  the  united  community 
joined  in  rebuilding  it  and  donating  furniture  and 
utensils  to  refurnish  it.  One  person’s  woe  became 
the  sorrow-of  all.  They  were  blunt-spoken  and  of¬ 
ten  intolerant  but  they  were  good  neighbors  and 
true  friends.  Steuben  has  just  reason  to  pro¬ 
foundly  respect  the  memory  of  the  brave  and 
self-reliant  men  and  women  who  dared  to  face 
the  all-too-real  perils  of  the  wilderness  and  be¬ 
come  her  pioneers. 
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ADDISON 


Addison  was  formed  as  Middletown  on 
March  18,  1796.  It  was  called  Tuscarora  by  the 
earliest  settlers.  On  April  6,  1808  it  was  officially 
changed  from  Middletown  to  Addison  in  honor 
of  Joseph  Addison,  the  English  author. 

A  part  of  Troupsburg  was  taken  off  in  1808, 
Cameron  (and  what  is  now  Thurston,)  in  1822; 
a  part  of  Woodhull  in  1828 ;  a  part  of  Rathbone  in 
1856,  and  Tuscarora  in  1859.  It  lays  upon  the 
south  border  of  the  county,  just  east  of  the  center. 

The  surface  is  mostly  a  hilly  upland,  broken 
by  the  valley  of  the  Canisteo  and  its  branches. 
The  principal  valley  is  about  11-2  miles  wide  and 
is  bordered  by  steep  hillsides  300  to  400  feet  high. 
The  principal  streams  are  Canisteo  River,  and 
the  Tuscarora,  Elks  Lick,  and  Goodhue  Creeks. 
Goodhue  Lake,  covering  an  area  of  about  50 
acres,  lays  in  the  northwest  corner  of  the  town. 
The  soil  is  principally  a  clay  loam,  with  strips  of 
gravel  and  alluvium  upon  the  streams.  Addison 
village  is  situated  on  the  Canisteo  River. 

The  first  settlement  was  made  by  Samuel 
Rice,  in  1791.  The  first  church  (M.  E.)  was  orga¬ 
nized  in  1827  at  East  Hill.  Among  the  first  set¬ 
tlers  were  Elisha  Gilbert,  Samuel  and  Reuben 
Searls,  John  and  Isaac  Martin,  William  Wom- 
bough,  William  B.  Jones,  Israel  Chauncey,  Jesse 
Rowley,  Amos  Carr,  and  Amos  Towsley.  The 
first  birth  was  that  of  Stephen  Rice ;  the  first  mar¬ 
riage,  that  of  Brown  Gillespie  and  Miss  Gilbert; 
and  the  first  death,  that  of  James  Martin. 

A  sawmill  was  built  by  George  Goodhue  in 
1793,  and  William  Wombough  built  a  sawmill  in 
1805,  and  the  first  grist  mill  in  1806.  The  first 
store  was  kept  by  Samuel  Smith,  and  the  first  inn 
by  Reuben  Searles. 

At  a  town  meeting  in  April,  1797  it  was  vot¬ 
ed  that  the  barnvard  of  Reuben  Searles  be  main- 

* 

tained  as  a  town  “pound.”  (A  place  for  impound¬ 
ing  stray  cattle,  sheep,  pigs,  etc.)  It  was  also 
voted  that  a  lawful  fence  be  4  1-2  feet  high  and 
about  5  inches  between  rails.  It  was  also  voted 
that  a  ferry  be  kept  where  the  road  crosses  the 
river,  and  that  3  pence  be  charged  for  a  man  to 
cross. 

In  1797  historv  records  that  in  the  town  of 

j 

Addison  there  were  3  school  commissioners.  The 


31 


first  school  house  was  erected  as  early  as  1796 
In  1800  a  bridge  across  the  Canisteo  River  was 
under  construction. 

Early  industries  were  1  tannery,  2  sash, 
door  and  blind  factories,  1  furniture  factory,  1 
plowhandle  factory,  3  steam  saw  mills,  1  grist  and 
flouring  mill,  1  foundry  and  machine  shop,  1  boot 
and  shoe  factory,  3  wagon  shops  and  2  blacksmith 
shops.  A  mile  and  one-half  east  of  the  village  a 
lime  kiln  was  operated. 

A  company  was  organized  in  1850  to  build  a 
plank  road  12  miles  long,  between  Elkland,  Pa., 
and  Addison,  N.  Y.  at  a  cost  of  $20,000.  A  toll 
gate  was  at  the  south  end  of  Tuscarora  Street. 

The  census  report  of  1855  gives  Addison  as 
containing  3  churches,  a  bank,  several  mills  and 
manufacturing  establishments,  and  also  many 
business  places.  Population  was  about  1,300. 
South  Addison  contained  18  dwellings  and  Addi¬ 
son  Hill  was  a  post  office. 

SCHOOLS 

Henry  Wombough,  Rufus  Baldwin,  Joel 

D.  Gillet,  Elihu  W'hittenhall,  Erastus  Brooks . 

Seymour,  William  H.  Gray,  Bradley  Blakeslee, 


William  Bradley,  James  Baldwin,  William  R. 
Smith  and  Arthur  Erwin  purchased  4  acres  of 
land  north  of  the  village  of  Addison  as  a  site  for 
an  Academy,  in  December,  1847  and  the  next 
summer  built  an  Academy  at  an  expense  of  about 
$3,600.  This  school  continued  until  it  was  de¬ 
stroyed  by  fire  in  October,  1856.  The  next  aca¬ 
demic  school  was  in  a  brick  dwelling  house  now 
occupied  by  the  Methodist  Church  as  a  parson¬ 
age. 

Union  Free  School  District  No.  1  was  orga¬ 
nized  in  March,  1868,  establishing  and  maintain¬ 
ing  an  academic  department.  The  new  Addison 
High  School  building  was  erected  in  1927  at  a 
cost  of  $275,000.  Today,  Addison  has  a  very  fine 
modernlv  equipped  high  school  building,  main¬ 
taining  the  high  quality  of  education  which  it  has 
for  years  enjoyed. 

The  faculty  today  numbers  20  and  the  regis¬ 
tration  of  pupils  is  about  500.  The  school  has  an 
athletic  instructor,  basketball  and  baseball  teams. 
They  have  a  large  auditorium,  capacity  of  800: 
they  also  have  an  equipped  gymnasium  and  an 
athletic  field  <>t’  5  to  8  acres.  The  curriculum  fur¬ 
nishes  a  business  course,  vocational  agriculture, 
and  vocational  homemaking. 


32 


AVOCA 

In  1800  the  sole  occupants  of  what  is  now 
Avoca  and  Cohocton  were  Indians.  Avoca  was 
probably  named  from  Tom  Moore’s  poem, 
“Sweet  Vale  of  Avoca”.  It  was  called  Buchanan 
by  the  early  settlers,  from  Michael  Buchanan  or 
the  “Eight  Mile  Tree”,  eight  miles  from  Bath. 

Avoca  was  formed  from  Bath,  Cohocton, 
Howard  and  Wheeler  on  April  12,  1843.  It  is  an 
interior  town  laying  northwest  from  the  center 
of  the  county. 

The  declivities  of  the  hills  are  steep  and 
their  summits  are  about  400  feet  above  the  river. 
The  surface  is  mostly  a  broken  upland  divided 
into  two  ridges  by  the  valley  of  the  Conhocton 
River.  The  streams  are  Conhocton  River  and 
its  tributaries,  Twelve  Mile  and  Ten  Mile  Creeks 
from  the  north,  and  Goff,  Castle  and  Neils 
Creeks  from  the  southwest.  The  valley  of  the 
river  is  about  one  and  one-quarter  miles  wide. 
The  soil  is  a  clayey  and  gravelly  loam. 

Avoca  Village,  situated  in  the  valley  of  the 
Conhocton,  is  a  station  of  the  Rochester  Division 
of  the  Erie  R.  R.  and  also  the  D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R. 
In  1859  it  contained  two  churches,  an  iron  foun¬ 
dry  and  a  flouring  mill.  Population  was  301. 
The  first  settlement  in  the  township  was  made  in 
1800  by  Michael  Buchanan,  James  Moore,  Joel 
Collier,  Asa  Phillips,  James  McWhorter  and  Fin¬ 
ley  McClure.  Eleazer  Tucker  built  the  first  saw¬ 
mill.  Jonathan  Tilton,  the  first  grist-mill  in  1825. 
Joel  Collier  kept  the  first  inn  in  Avoca  in  1808, 
and  Alonzo  Simmons  the  first  store  in  Avoca. 

Wallace  is  a  station  on  the  Rochester  Divi¬ 
sion  of  the  Erie  R.  R.  There  was  in  early  days 
a  lime  kiln  and  brick  yard  at  Wallace.  In  early 
times  there  was  a  tannery  on  the  east  bank  of  the 
Conhocton  River  west  of  the  village  of  Avoca. 
A  little  south  of  the  tannery  was  a  cider  mill  and 
south  of  that  at  the  end  of  Main  Street  was  a 
sawmill  and  shingle  mill  and  a  grist-mill.  In  the 
southeastern  part  of  the  town  was  a  cheese  fac¬ 
tory. 

The  first  school  was  taught  by  Ann  Parker 
in  a  house. 

Before  1808  there  had  been  a  path,  or  a  road 
cut  through  to  Naples  from  Bath. 

Most  of  the  early  settlers  were  originally 
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in  the  town  of  Bath  but  later  were  set  off  with 
the  new  town  of  Avoca. 

There  were  only  two  teams  of  horses  owned 
in  this  town  before  1812.  They  were  owned  by 
Michael  Buchanan  and  James  McWhorter,  all 
other  teams  being  oxen. 

In  the  year  1817  or  1818  Henry  Smith 
bought  a  log  cabin  on  the  east  bank  of  the 
Conhocton  River  back  of  what  is  now  “The 
Antlers”.  Later,  he  bought  a  house  across  the 
road  from  “The  Antlers”.  This  was  operated 
as  a  hotel  to  accommodate  travelers  going  west. 
He  was  a  raftsman  and  pilot  on  the  river  boats. 
Colonel  William  Neily  was  another  raftsman  and 
lumberman. 

At  the  intersection  of  the  highway  No.  70 
and  the  federal  road  No.  15  up  the  Conhocton 
Valley  is  located  “The  Antlers,”  there  was  a  toll 
gate  in  pioneer  days. 

Avoca  had  a  Wheel  Company,  (now  one  of 
the  largest  potato  storage  plants  in  the  East). 
There  was  formerly  located  in  Avoca  the  Noxon 
Broom  Company  and  the  Morris  Potato  Grader 

Company. 

Avoca  has  Baptist,  Lutheran,  Methodist  and 
Presbyterian  Churches.  The  Christian  denomi¬ 
nation  was  the  earliest  to  hold  services  in  the 
town,  at  the  barn  on  the  Buchanan  farm,  later 
the  log  schoolhouse  served  as  the  Meeting 
house”  until  the  first  Methodist  Church  was  or¬ 
ganized  at  East  Hill.  The  church  is  now  located 
in  the  village. 

The  Baptist  Church  was  organized  January 
13,  1847.  Their  first  meetings  were  held  at  the 
schoolhouse  and  at  the  homes  of  the  society  until 

1852. 

The  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  was  or¬ 
ganized  April  9,  1842. 

In  1818  there  were  two  schools  in  the  town. 
In  1843  there  were  11  school  districts.  In  1865 
the  number  of  pupils  to  attend  school  in  the  town 
were  633.  The  amount  of  expenditures  was 
$1,365.37. 

Avoca  Central  Rural  School 

The  first  school  in  the  village  of  Avoca  was 
opened  in  1796  or  1797.  It  is  said  the  teacher, 
Ann  Parker,  went  from  house  to  house.  A  frame 


two-room  school  building  was  erected  in  1818 
on  the  site  now  occupied  by  the  Griswold  Jewelry 
Store. 

In  1870  the  increased  attendance  required 
larger  accommodations  and  a  new  and  larger 
building  was  erected,  and  in  1885  the  school  be¬ 
came  a  Union  Free  School  with  a  faculty  of  three 
teachers  and  a  registration  of  some  120  pupils. 
In  1901  it  became  a  full  high  school. 

With  the  organization  in  July,  1937  of  the 
Avoca  Central  Rural  School  the  faculty  today 
numbers  28,  and  the  registration  numbers  550. 
The  present  school  building  is  an  imposing  monu¬ 
ment  to  the  educational  facilities  of  the  institu¬ 
tion. 

It  is  modernly  equipped  and  presided  over 
by  an  efficient  corps  of  instructors.  The  audi¬ 
torium  and  gymnasium  are  combined,  with  a 
seating  capacity  of  800. 

Instruction  in  music  and  athletics  is  pro¬ 
vided. 
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BATH 

April  15,  1793,  Charles  Cameron  and  a 
party  of  pioneer  woodsmen  landed  from  their 
flat  boats  and  made  a  camp  near  where  the  Dela¬ 
ware,  Lackawanna  and  Western  R.  R.  station 
now  stands  in  the  village  of  Bath.  This  was  the 
advance  guard  of  civilization  in  an  uninhabited 
and  comparatively  unknown  region,  and  the  ad¬ 
venturers  themselves  were  sent  hither  at  the 
direction  of  Charles  Williamson,  (land  agent) 
the  representative  of  a  syndicate  of  capitalists 
whose  only  aim  was  personal  gain.  Yet  Charles 
Williamson  was  vested  with  extraordinary  au¬ 
thority  and  powers,  and  lavishly  did  he  expend 
his  principals’  money  in  improving  and  develop¬ 
ing  the  country  in  which  he  afterward  lived  for 
several  years. 

The  ground  was  cleared  and  rustic  cabins 
built,  in  which  to  shelter  the  settlers,  who  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  erect  a  log  building  on  the  south  side 
of  Pulteney  Square,  large  enough  to  accommodate 
Captain  Williamson’s  family  and  transact  his 
official  business.  On  the  north  side  of  Morris 
Street,  about  twenty  rods  west  of  the  square,  they 
erected  a  log  structure  for  John  Metcalf’s  hos¬ 
telry.  James  Henderson,  the  mill-wright,  sought 
a  mill  site  on  the  Conhocton  river.  This  site  is 
now  occupied  by  John  Baker’s  flour  mill.  James 
Henderson  with  his  crew  began  building  a  saw¬ 
mill  to  furnish  boards  for  floors,  doors  and  roof 
for  the  new  land  office,  hotel  and  other  struc¬ 
tures  being  put  up.  It  was  the  first  sawmill  in 
the  town,  and  was  completed  the  25th  of  August, 
1793. 

Captain  Williamson  reached  Bath  very  soon 
after  the  arrival  of  Cameron  and  companions, 
who  came  from  Northumberland,  Pennsylvania, 
by  water  and  brought  supplies  and  provisions  for 
both  subsistence  and  the  founding  of  a  settle¬ 
ment.  At  that  time,  we  are  told,  this  region  was 
a  vast,  dense  forest,  inhabited  only  by  wild  ani¬ 
mals  and  a  few  scattered  fragments  of  the  once 
powerful  Seneca  Indians.  The  latter  had 
signed  away  their  domain  to  the  Phelps  and 
Gorham  proprietary,  and  through  a  series  of 
transfers  the  land  had  come  into  the  ownership 
of  the  Pulteney  associates,  whose  agent  William¬ 
son  was  and  under  whose  direction  there  was 


now  to  be  undertaken  the  development  and  sale 
of  this  vast  estate. 

Captain  Williamson  did  not  enter  half¬ 
heartedly  into  any  of  his  many  enterprises.  He 
was  ever  mindful  of  the  rights  and  interests  of 
his  principals,  and  also  kept  faith  with  his 
promises  to  the  settlers. 

The  proprietors  of  the  Pulteney  estate  in¬ 
dulged  in  visions  of  boundless  wealth  to  result 
from  the  settlement  of  their  lands.  They  sup¬ 
posed  that  the  natural  avenue  to  market  from 
the  rich  “Genesee  Country”  was  down  the  Sus¬ 
quehanna,  and  that  a  city  might  be  founded  upon 
some  of  the  headwaters  of  that  stream  which 
would  command  the  entire  trade  of  the  West. 
The  Pulteney  associates,  being  foreigners  and 
non-residents,  were  never  in  a  position  to  fully 
appreciate  the  situation  of  affairs  in  their  terri¬ 
tory  in  New  York,  nor  the  fact  that  their  agent 
was  engaged  in  an  effort  to  settle  quite  undesir¬ 
able  land  in  competition  with  some  of  the  most 
fertile  and  beautiful  tracts  for  which  western 
New  York  is  and  ever  has  been  noted.  To  ac¬ 
complish  this  it  became  necessary  for  the  agent 
to  make  outlays  in  building  a  principal  thorough¬ 
fare  of  travel  from  far  across  the  Pennsylvania 
border  into  the  very  center  of  the  region  he  sought 
to  dispose  of  at  best  advantage.  And  it  became 
necessary,  too,  to  found  a  new  village  in  the  re¬ 
gion,  and  to  this  end  the  pioneers  were  sent  up 
the  Conhocton  and  pitched  their  camps  on  the 
site  of  the  village  of  Bath.  Captain  Williamson 
had  previously  made  headquarters  at  Northum¬ 
berland,  from  which  point  he  did  effective  work, 
but  the  necessities  of  the  occasion  and  the  situa¬ 
tion  of  the  lands  in  New  York  demanded  a 
change,  hence  his  action  in  founding  the  settle¬ 
ment  which  soon  afterward  became  the  shire 
town  of  one  of  the  largest  and  most  important 
inland  counties  of  this  great  state. 

“The  first  comers,”  were  not  romancers,  but 
stern  workers  who  braced  themselves  for  the 
toils  and  privations  before  them.  Thomas  Reese, 
Jr.,  the  surveyor,  with  a  corps  of  assistants,  be¬ 
gan  at  once  to  plot  the  village,  locate  the  streets 
and  squares,  and  number  the  lots.  Cameron  and 
his  helpers  cleared  the  site  for  Bath. 

Bath  was  named  for  Lady  Bath,  only  child 
and  heiress  of  Sir  William  Pulteney  of  London. 
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This  is  questioned  by  some  historians.  Some 
write  that  the  village  was  named  Bath  on  account 
of  its  similarity  in  some  respects  to  those  of 
Bath,  England.  Lady  Bath  was  succeeded  July 
15,  1808,  by  Sir  John  L.  Johnstone  of  Scotland, 
who  appointed  Robert  Troup  agent.  The  Indian 
name  for  the  location  was  Tanighnaguanda. 

The  first  settlement  was  made  at  Bath  vil¬ 
lage  in  1793  by  Charles  Williamson.  The  first 
settlers  were  Dugald  and  Charles  Cameron, 
Thomas  Metcalf,  Hector  McKenzie,  Andrew 
Smith,  George  McClure,  James  McDonald, 
Henry  McElwee,  James  Reese,  Robert  Campbell 
and  William  Dunn  who  settled  in  the  town  in 
1793;  William  Kersey,  John  Wilson,  George  D. 
Cooper,  Daniel  McKenzie  and  Gustavus  and 
Brown  Gillespie  came  soon  after.  They  were 
mostly  of  Scotch  and  German  descent.  Charles 
Williamson  Dunn,  born  in  1795,  was  the  first 
male  child  born  in  the  town.  The  first  saw  and 
grist  mills  were  built  in  1793,  by  Charles  William¬ 
son;  and  the  first  inn  was  kept  the  same  year  by 
John  Metcalf. 

Bath  was  formed  March  18,  1796.  Pulte- 
ney  was  taken  off  in  1808,  a  part  of  Howard  and 
Cohocton  in  1812,  a  part  of  Wheeler  in  1820, 
Urbana  in  1822,  a  part  of  Avoca  in  1843  and  a 
part  of  Cohocton  in  1852;  a  part  of  Urbana  was 
annexed  April  26,  1839.  Bath  lays  a  little  north¬ 
east  of  the  center  of  the  county.  Its  surface  is 
broken  and  hilly.  The  Conhocton  Valley,  ex¬ 
tending  southeast  through  the  center,  divides  the 
town  into  two  nearly  equal  parts.  The  south 
half  is  a  hilly  upland,  and  the  north  half  consists 
of  a  series  of  wide  valleys  broken  by  several 
steep  and  isolated  hills.  The  streams  are  Con¬ 
hocton  River  and  its  tributaries,  Five  Mile  and 
Mud  Creeks,  from  the  north,  and  Campbell 
and  Stocking  Creeks  from  the  south.  The 
Crooked  Lake  Valley  extends  southwest  and 
northeast  and  opens  into  the  Conhocton  Valley 
at  the  village  of  Bath,  340  feet  above  the  lake. 
The  soil  is  chiefly  a  gravelly  and  clayey  loam, 
with  deep  alluvium  in  the  valleys. 

Bath  Village,  incorporated  April  12,  1816, 
is  situated  upon  the  north  bank  of  the  Conhoc¬ 
ton  River.  It  commands  the  trade  of  a  rich 
agricultural  district  and  has  a  manufacturing 
business  of  considerable  importance.  In  1855  it 


contained  the  county  buildings,  six  churches,  two 
banks  and  two  newspaper  offices.  Population 
in  1855  was  2,012. 

The  first  newspaper  was  printed  at  Bath 
in  1796  by  William  Kercey  and  James  Eddie. 
It  was  the  “Bath  Gazette  &  Genesee  Advertiser”. 
About  six  months  after  the  first  issue  its  circu¬ 
lation  reached  1,000  copies.  In  1816  David  Rum- 
sey  published  the  “Farmers’  Gazette”  in  Bath, 
and  Benjamin  Smead  started  the  “Steuben  & 
Allegany  Patriot”. 

Every  inducement  was  held  out  to  lure  set¬ 
tlers;  and  for  several  years  the  markets  of  Bath 
proved  a  mine  of  wealth  to  the  few  who  raised 
more  than  enough  grain  ^or  their  own  use. 
Williamson  erected  a  theatre  within  a  few  years 
after  the  first  settlement,  in  anticipation  of  the 
future  metropolitan  character  of  the  place. 

In  1796  Colonel  Williamson,  in  order  to  ad¬ 
vertise  to  the  surrounding  territory  the  benefits 
to  be  derived  from  a  residence  in  Steuben  County, 
prepared  at  considerable  expense,  a  one-mile  race 
course  about  one-half  mile  from  the  village.  This 
brought  a  good  many  people  to  Bath  to  witness 
the  races  and  also  brought  some  sportsmen  with 
their  horses.  Some  from  as  far  away  as  New 
Jersey.  These  races  passed  off  brilliantly  and 
were  of  great  value  for  advertising.  The  races 
were  held  primarily  to  point  attention  to  the 
Bath  settlement  and  stimulate  the  sale  of  real 
estate.  The  race  course  and  theatre  brought 
considerable  prominence  to  the  village.  The 
golden  visions  of  civic  and  metropolitan  gran¬ 
deur  were  never  fully  realized. 

The  first  resident  minister  was  the  Rever¬ 
end  John  Niles,  who  moved  to  the  town  in  1807. 
In  1855  there  were  nine  churches  in  the  town¬ 
ship  of  Bath, — three  Presbyterian,  two  Baptist, 
two  Methodist  Episcopal,  one  Protestant  Episco¬ 
pal  and  one  Roman  Catholic. 

The  first  court  of  common  pleas  held 
in  and  for  Steuben  County,  convened  June  1, 
1796.  The  first  court  of  general  session  was 
held  in  1796.  The  first  clerk  of  the  county  was 
George  C.  Cooper,  formerly  of  Rhinebeck  on  the 
Hudson  River.  Making  Bath  the  “County  Seat” 
alone  was  a  sufficient  inducement  to  attract  set¬ 
tlers,  and  professional  men,  merchants,  me¬ 
chanics  and  agriculturists  alike  hastened  to  the 


village,  hoping  to  be  first  in  their  class  and  thus 
become  early  established  in  general  favor  and 
popularity.  The  court  house  was  completed  1797. 
The  first  town  meeting  in  Bath  was  held  at  the 
inn  of  John  Metcalf,  on  April  4,  1797. 

During  the  year  of  1797,  Captain  William¬ 
son  organized  a  splendid  regiment  of  militia,  he 
being  appointed  its  lieutenant -colonel,  from 
which  time  he  was  ever  afterward  styled 
“Colonel”  Williamson.  In  1798  the  first  bridge 
across  the  Conhocton  was  built  at  Bath,  and  in 
the  same  year  a  raft  of  lumber  was  safely  sent 
down  the  river  to  Baltimore  markets.  Among 
the  settlers  in  this  year  were  Henry  A.  Town¬ 
send,  Joseph  Grant,  William  Howe  Cuyler,  John 
Wilson,  James  Woodruff  and  Daniel  Bennett. 

In  March,  1800,  Swing  &  Patterson  built  an 
ark  eighty  feet  long  by  twenty  feet  wide,  loaded 
it  with  wheat  and  lumber  and  shipped  it  to  Balti¬ 
more.  Other  similar  ventures  followed,  with 
equal  success,  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  Colonel 
Williamson  and  the  entire  townspeople,  and  the 
result  was  the  construction  of  several  store¬ 
houses  at  convenient  points  along  the  river. 

The  now  growing  settlement  was  much  in 
need  of  post  and  stage  accommodations.  Up  tc 
this  time  Captain  Williamson  had  employed  his 
own  post-riders  to  and  from  Northumberland 
140  miles  distant;  and  the  trips  were  made  once 
in  two  weeks.  A  permanent  post  office,  with  all 
necessary  facilities  for  transmission  of  mails, 
was  established  at  Bath  in  1800. 

In  the  same  year,  the  Colonel  erected  a 
frame  building  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Pulte- 
ney  Square  for  use  as  a  public  school.  A  public 
hall  or  theatre  was  likewise  built  in  due  season 
and  Bath  was  brought  into  prominence  as  a  de¬ 
sirable  place  for  all  kinds  of  entertainments;  and 
to  the  present  day  the  county  town  of  Steuben 
is  noted  for  its  excellent  annual  fairs.  The  chief 
object  of  these  improvements  was  to  attract  at¬ 
tention  to  the  Pulteney  purchase  and  Bath.  Colo¬ 
nel  Williamson  was  anxious  to  make  rapid  sales 
of  the  land  in  his  charge,  and  he  knew  that  it 
was  necessary  to  create  some  excitement  which 
would  draw  strangers  to  the  locality.  Mr.  Weld, 
an  Englishman  and  traveler,  visited  in  the  town 
in  1796,  and  described  Bath  as  the  principal  town 
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in  the  western  part  of  the  state,  containing  about 
thirty  houses,  and  increasing  very  fast. 

Among  the  settlers  in  the  town  in  1796  were 
Dr.  B.  F.  Young,  Dr.  Shults,  Philip  Gilma, 
George  D.  Cooper,  William  Cook,  Daniel  Curtis, 
James  Eddie,  James  Miller,  Fisher  Whitney, 
John  Woodward,  Josiah  Wright,  David  Jones, 
James  Love,  Leonard  Beaty,  George  Dixon  and 
Finla  McClure. 

Schools  in  Bath 

At  the  first  town  meeting  held  in  Bath  in 
April,  1797,  three  school  commissioners  were 
elected. 

The  first  schoolhouse  built  in  the  village  of 
Bath  was  before  1800.  It  was  a  small  frame 
building  facing  Pulteney  Square. 

In  a  small  frame  building  south  of  the 
county  clerk’s  office  on  Pulteney  Square  a  school 
was  taught  by  Elam  Bridges  of  Prattsburg  in 
1811. 

A  building  known  as  the  “Old  Academy” 
was  erected  about  1812.  This  school  building 
burned  and  a  new  frame  building  was  erected 
in  1825. 

On  July  8th,  1846  a  Union  School  was  form¬ 
ed  by  the  consolidation  of  districts  2  and  5. 

Adam  Haverling  donated  to  the  Union 
School  District  the  lot  on  which  the  present 
Haverling  High  School  stands.  It  wras  voted  to 
erect  a  school  building  of  brick  and  stone,  which 
was  finished  and  occupied  in  the  fall  of  1848.  In 
1866  this  building  was  destroyed  by  fire.  In 
1868  a  new  building  for  the  Haverling  High 
School  was  opened  with  an  academic  course. 

The  efficient  organization  of  the  school  wras 
by  the  Rev.  A.  B.  Hyde  of  Meadville,  Pennsylva¬ 
nia.  Professor  Z.  L.  Parker  served  as  principal 
the  first  year. 

It  was  voted  to  erect  a  new  building  in  1922. 
This  was  opened  for  school  in  the  fall  of  1924, 
the  cost,  $225,000.00  was  partly  raised  from 
the  “Old  Haverling  Bond  Issue”.  Mr.  Haver¬ 
ling,  in  his  will  made  a  bequest  to  the  school  of 
the  bulk  of  his  property.  The  high  school  was 
organized  December  7,  1897. 

Today  Bath  High  School  is  a  credit  to  its 
(Continued  on  page  39,  column  2) 


SLJ* 


38 


BRADFORD 

Bradford  was  formed  from  Orange,  Schuy¬ 
ler  County,  April  20,  1836.  A  part  was  reannexed 
to  Orange  April  17,  1854.  It  lays  near  the  center 
of  the  east  border  of  the  county. 

Its  surface  is  a  hilly  upland,  broken  by  the 
valley  of  Mud  Creek.  Mud  Lake,  near  the  east 
border  in  Schuyler  County  is  1,100  feet  above 
tide  and  the  summits  of  the  hills  are  about  600 
feet  above  the  lake.  The  soil  is  generally  gravelly 
clay  loam  and  best  adapted  to  pasturage. 

Bradford,  on  the  outlet  of  Mud  Lake  in  the 
northeastern  part  of  the  town,  in  1855  contained 
1  church,  1  grist  mill  and  had  a  population  of  260. 
South  Bradford  contained  1  church  and  20 
houses.  The  first  settlement  was  made  in  1793  by 
Frederick  Bartles  and  John  Hervey  from  New 
Jersey.  Among  the  first  settlers  were  John  Hem- 
iup,  Samuel  S.  Camp,  Abram  Rosenburg,  and 
Henry  Switzer. 

Frederick  Bartles  built  the  first  saw  and  grist 
mill  about  1795.  Charles  and  Frederick  Bartles 
opened  the  first  store  about  1800  and  the  first  inn 
in  1806.  The  first  school  was  taught  by  Mr.  Smith 
in  1810.  The  first  preacher  was  Rev.  E.  Sanford; 
and  Rev.  Lazelle,  (Baptist)  was  the  first  settled 
minister  in  the  town  in  1816.  The  two  churches  in 
the  town  were  Baptist  and  Methodist. 

Captain  Hight  killed  the  first  panther  and 
the  first  bear  on  the  Caleb  Hedges  farm. 

Peter  Low  made  a  clearing  to  the  extent  of 
six  acres  and  sowed  it  to  wheat.  Deer  destroyed 
the  entire  crop. 

David  Dennis  at  an  early  date,  drew  straw  12 
miles  from  Wayne,  through  the  pines  and  hem¬ 
locks  to  feed  his  stock  through  the  winter.  He 
went  to  mill  in  the  summer  with  sleighs  having 
wooden  shoes. 

The  first  physician  was  Peter  Rose.  Captain 
Hight  was  the  first  surveyor.  One  of  the  first 
blacksmiths  was  Samuel  Thacher.  The  first  wag¬ 
on  maker  was  Azariah  Genung.  Bradford  later 
had  its  postmaster,  cooper,  harnessmaker,  shoe¬ 
maker,  etc. 

Michael  Scott  came  from  Maryland  in  1805. 
He  experienced  the  usual  conditions  of  all  pio¬ 
neers.  He  was  surrounded  by  wild  beasts  and  In¬ 
dians.  On  one  occasion  Mr.  Scott  was  away  from 
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home;  he  had  to  leave  his  little  children  alone. 
When  he  returned  he  found  the  Indians  in  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  house.  The  dusky  savages  were  gath¬ 
ered  around  a  blazing  fire  on  his  hearthstone.  The 
Indians  thereafter  made  friendly  calls  on  Mr. 
Scott. 

In  1798  Mr.  Bartles  rafted  100,000  feet  of 
boards  from  his  mills  to  Baltimore. 

The  following  record  was  made  by  the  coun¬ 
ty  clerk  of  Steuben  County: — “This  fourth  day 
of  April,  eighteen  hundred,  started  from  the  mills 
of  Frederick  Bartles,  on  the  outlet  of  Mud  Lake, 
two  arks  of  the  following  dimensions: — 72  feet 
long,  by  15  feet  wide, — one  built  by  Charles  Wil¬ 
liamson  of  Bath  and  the  other  71  feet  by  15  feet, 
by  Nathan  Harvey,”  were  conducted  down  the 
Conhocton,  (after  coming  through  Mud  Creek 
without  accident)  to  Painted  Post  for  “Balti¬ 
more.”  “Those  arks  are  the  first  built  in  this  coun¬ 
ty,  except  one  built  on  the  Conhocton,  at  White’s 
saw  mill,  five  miles  below  Bath  by  Mr.  Patterson, 
Sweeney  and  others  from  Pennsylvania, — 70  feet 
by  16  feet,  which  was  finished  and  started  about 
the  20th  of  March  of  the  same  year.”  “This  min- 
ul  e  is  entered  to  show  at  a  future  date  the  first 
commencement  of  embarkation  in  this,  (as  is 
hoped)  useful  invention.”  “By  Henry  A.  Town¬ 
send,  Clerk  of  Steuben  County.” 

In  the  early  days  there  were  two  hotels  at 
Bradford,  a  wagon  shop,  two  blacksmith  shops,  a 
cooper  shop.  Also,  a  brick  kiln  about  one  mile 
down  Mud  Creek.  Today  beavers  inhabit  the 
stream  above  and  below  Mud  Lake. 

In  1855  Bradford  had  four  churches, — 
Catholic,  Methodist,  Baptist  and  Episcopal. 

The  Bradford  Baptist  Church  was  consti¬ 
tuted  a  separate  church  on  October  28,  1834.  In 
1833-34  the  house  of  worship  was  erected.  The 
first  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  South  Brad¬ 
ford  was  organized  in  the  school  house  on  the 
23rd  of  February,  1847.  The  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  Bradford  held  their  first  meetings  in 
the  Baptist  Church  and  in  the  school  house.  The 
church  was  dedicated  September  11,  1877.  St. 
Andrews  Episcopal  Church  of  Bradford  com¬ 
menced  services  on  October  8,  1850  with  the  Rev. 
William  Atwill  and  the  parish  was  organized  on 
the  8th  of  June,  1851  under  the  name  of  St.  An¬ 
drew’s. 


“The  early  settlers  were  fully  mindful  of  the 
educational  and  spiritual  welfare  of  their  fami¬ 
lies,  and  made  generous  provision  for  schools  and 
the  support  of  public  worship.  A  flourishing 
school  was  maintained  as  early  at  1814”. 

In  1929  the  Bradford  Central  Rural  School 
was  organized  as  a  Junior  High  with  one  year 
of  High.  It  has  eight  districts,  five  of  Bradford 
and  three  of  Orange.  The  building  was  erected 
in  1930  and  has  all  modern  equipment.  It  has  an 
auditorium  of  500  seating  capacity.  The  athle¬ 
tic  instructor  has  charge  of  the  gymnasium  and 
athletic  activities, — baseball  and  basketball  teams. 
The  registration  of  today  is  250  pupils, — with 
the  faculty  numbering  15. 
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founders  and  to  the  educational  system  of  New 
York  State.  It  has  a  registration  of  1,044  pupils. 
The  faculty  numbers  41.  The  athletic  instructor 
has  charge  of  all  sports.  The  auditorium  and 
gymnasium  has  a  seating  capacity  of  600. 

The  administrative  buildings  of  the  county 
are  located  here. 

The  Davenport  Public  Library  is  commem¬ 
orative  of  the  foresight  of  its  founder,  Colonel 
Ira  Davenport. 

The  Davenport  Home  for  female  children 
was  the  free  and  voluntary  gift  of  Colonel  Ira 
Davenport.  He  founded  and  built  the  home  and 
endowed  it  abundantly. 

THE  NEW  YORK  STATE  SOLDIERS’ 
and  SAILORS’  HOME  was  located  at  Bath. 
The  corner  stone  for  its  erection  was  laid  June 
13th,  1877.  The  institution  was  founded  for  the 
care  of  Civil  War  Veterans  and  opened  for  in¬ 
mates  June  23,  1879. 

The  Veterans’  Facility 

The  Veterans’  Facility  is  credited  with 
being  Bath’s  major  industry.  The  institution 
membership  for  June  was  given  as  1,433  while 
fall  and  winter  averages  approximate  1,800  men. 
The  payroll  for  the  first  six  months  of  1942 
totaled  $347,545.27. 

(Continued  on  page  41) 


CAMERON 

Cameron  was  named  for  Dugald  Cameron, 
an  agent  of  the  Pulteney  estate.  It  was  formed 
from  Addison  on  April  16,  1822.  Thurston  was 
taken  off  in  1844  and  a  part  of  Rathbone  in  1856. 

Cameron  lays  a  little  south  of  the  center  of 
the  county.  Its  surface  is  a  high  rolling  upland, 
broken  by  the  deep  valley  of  the  Canisteo  River, 
which  flows  southeast  through  the  near  center  of 
the  town.  Its  soil  is  a  clay  and  gravelly  loam. 

The  first  settlement  was  made  in  1800  by  Rich¬ 
ard  Hadley  and  he  built  the  first  saw  mill.  Phones 
Green,  Samuel  Baker,  and  Ira  Pratt,  Joseph  But¬ 
ler,  John  Sauter,  and  John  Hallett  were  early  set¬ 
tlers.  The  first  grist  mill  was  built  by  Samuel 
Baker.  The  first  inn  was  kept  by  John  Hallett,  and 
the  first  store  by  Andrew  G.  Erwin.  The  first 
meeting  of  the  Christian  Church  in  the  town  of 
Cameron  was  held  in  the  old  log  school  house  by 
Rev.  John  Stocking  in  1831. 

As  late  as  1804  Indians  were  scattered  along 
the  vallev  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river.  Thev 
raised  corn  which  was  carefully  gathered  for  win¬ 
ter  use.  Amos  White,  the  hunter  and  trapper, 
was  a  great  favorite  with  the  Indians,  teaching 
them  and  learning  from  them  the  arts  of  wood¬ 
craft. 

Milling  trips  were  excursions  of  pleasure 
down  the  river  in  which  several  would  join,  tak¬ 
ing  their  bags  of  grain  and  rifles  in  a  canoe  and 
watching  through  the  night  for  deer  which  came 
to  the  river. 

Lumbering  was  commenced  along  the  river 
by  the  early  settlers,  selling  the  most  accessible 
trees  along  the  river’s  bank  and  the  manufacture 
of  long  shingles,  2  feet  in  length,  which  were  put 
up  in  long  barrel-shaped  bundles  and  sent  down 
the  river  in  arks. 

In  1828  and  1829  there  began  a  general 
swarming  of  lumbermen  and  the  erection  of  saw 
mills  at  every  available  point  along  the  river.  The 
boards  were  made  into  huge  rafts, — 160  feet  long 
by  16  feet  wide,  provided  with  a  temporary  cabin 
and  large  and  long  oars.  They  were  propelled 
over  rapids  by  long  oars.  A  sheet  iron  stove  and 
bunks  for  the  three  men  who  generally  made  up 
the  crew,  were  part  of  the  equipment.  Cooking 
utensils,  an  axe,  auger  and  saw  made  up  the  rest. 


41 


Long  straight  logs  of  Norway  pine,  80  to  120 
feet,  free  from  limbs  or  knots,  rafted  whole,  and 
fastened  together  with  withes,  were  run  to  the 
seaboard  for  masts  of  ships. 

Among  the  leading  lumbermen  of  early  years 
was  Captain  Luther  White,  who  ran  as  many  as 
40  rafts  of  40,000  to  60,000  feet  each  in  a  season. 

A  carding  mill  was  erected  by  Amos  Cald¬ 
well.  John  F.  French  had  a  custom  tannery  near 
the  M.  E.  parsonage.  There  were  two  blacksmith 
and  wagon  shops,  four  dry  goods  stores,  drug 
store,  furniture  store,  warehouse,  etc. 

Averill  Hill  was  the  home  of  General  Aver- 
ill,  a  graduate  of  West  Point,  and  a  distinguished 
soldier,  fighting  the  Indians  in  the  Northwest.  He 
became  a  brilliant  cavalry  offiicer  in  the  Civil 
W ar,  obtaining  a  brigadier  general's  commission. 

The  Wheeler  grist  and  saw  mill  was  just  east 
of  Cameron  village  on  the  river.  In  1859  Cameron 


contained  two  churches,  and  35  houses.  It  is  a  sta¬ 
tion  on  the  Erie  Railroad. 

The  first  meetings  of  the  Christian  Church 
were  held  in  the  old  log  school  house,  a  mile  north 
of  the  church  on  the  Rowe  farm,  by  the  Rev.  John 
Stocking,  who  held  revival  meetings  there  in  the 
winter  of  1831  and  1832.  He  was  the  first  pastor. 

The  first  religious  meetings  in  the  town  of 
Cameron  were  held  by  the  Rev.  Abner  Chase,  a 
preacher  who  was  admitted  to  the  M.  E.  Confer¬ 
ence  in  1812  and  preached  at  the  house  of  Phones 
Green,  in  the  Canisteo  valley  in  the  same  year. 
Rev.  Chase  at  that  time  made  his  circuit  of  400 
miles  on  foot,  preaching  several  days  in  a  place 
and  doing  much  to  awaken  an  interest  in  religion. 
He  followed  the  circuit  for  a  number  of  years. 

The  Presbyterian  Society  was  formed  in 
1853. 

BATH 
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KANONA 

Kanona  in  Bath  township,  was  a  thriving 
village  many  years  prior  to  1870.  It  had  a  ship¬ 
yard  and  stockyard. 

Arks  and  rafts  were  built  for  the  trans¬ 
portation  of  grain,  lumber,  livestock  and  other 
commodities  of  the  region,  to  tidewater.  Buyers 
for  these  commodities  were  located  at  Kanona, 
and  they  shipped  down  the  Conhocton  River  or 
drove  the  livestock  to  Hammondsport  for  ship¬ 
ment  by  canal  to  the  Hudson  River. 

There  were  three  hotels  in  the  early  days  in 
Kanona,  built  to  accommodate  buyers,  drovers, 
etc.  There  was  also  located  here  a  sawmill, 
tannery,  two  grain  warehouses,  wagon  shop, 
market,  shoe  shop,  blacksmith  shop,  livery  barn. 

Kanona  had  an  early  school,  Methodist  and 
Presbyterian  churches. 

SAVONA 

Savona  was  known  for  many  years  as  Mud 
Creek,  since  it  was  at  the  confluence  of  the  Con¬ 
hocton  River  and  Mud  Creek,  both  navigable 
streams  in  the  spring  and  early  summer. 

The  first  settler  was  Thomas  Corbit,  who 
came  from  Pennsylvania  with  Colonel  William¬ 
son  in  1793.  John  Doleson  removed  from  the 
Chemung  region  to  Savona  in  1794.  Henry 
Bush  and  Henry  McElwer  settled  at  Savona 
sometime  in  1794.  Other  settlers  followed  and 
the  settlement  grew.  With  its  growth  came  a 


saw  and  shingle  mill,  a  grist  mill,  two  wagon 
shops,  blacksmith  shop,  pump  factory,  hotel, 
schoolhouse,  warehouse  and  two  churches,  Bap¬ 
tist  and  Methodist,  and  several  stores. 

Savona  Central  Rural  School 

The  first  school  was  in  a  wooden  building 
built  prior  to  1850  on  the  corner  of  Church  and 
McCoy  streets.  This  is  the  site  of  the  old  Union 
School  building.  In  1855  the  front  wing  of  the 
Union  School  was  built.  A  charter  for  the  Jun¬ 
ior  High  School  was  received  which  called  for 
the  establishment  of  an  academic  department  in 
the  Savona  Union  School.  This  required  addi¬ 
tional  room  so  in  1902  the  north  wing  was  added. 
The  principal  at  this  time  was  A.  O.  Tucker,  who 
was  later  followed  by  A.  D.  Miller  who  later  be¬ 
came  N.  Y.  Inspector  of  Attendance.  Among 
the  students  at  this  time  were  James  Erskine  and 
Ernest  E.  Cole,  later  Commissioner  of  Education 
for  the  State  of  New  York. 

The  school  was  centralized  in  1930,  when 
it  became  the  Savona  Central  Rural  School.  The 
principal  at  this  time  was  Alfred  Spencer,  who 
was  followed  by  Virgil  H.  Hussey  and  George  R. 
Daulton.  It  has  a  modern  and  fully  equipped 
school  building.  There  are  18  in  the  faculty. 

SONORA 

Sonora  at  an  early  date  prior  to  1870  had  a 
school,  Methodist  Church,  saw  and  shingle  mill, 
two  blacksmith  shops,  a  wagon  shop  and  store. 


7 


CAMPBELL 

It  was  named  from  the  Campbell  family, 
who  were  early  and  prominent  settlers.  Campbell 
was  formed  from  Hornby  April  15,  1831.  It  is  an 
interior  town  laying  southeast  from  the  center  of 
the  county. 

Its  surface  consists  of  high  broken  ridges 
separated  by  the  valleys  of  the  streams.  The  de¬ 
clivities  of  the  hills  are  generally  steep  and  their 

summits  are  300  to  500  feet  above  the  vallevs. 

* 

The  streams  are  Conhocton  River,  flowing  south¬ 
east  through  the  west  part  of  the  town  and  its 
tributaries,  Wolf  Run,  McNutt  Run,  Meads 
Creek  and  Dry  Run,  Stevens  and  Michigan 
Creeks.  The  valley  of  the  river  is  about  a  mile 
and  a  half  wide.  The  soil  is  a  clayey  and  gravelly 
loam  upon  the  high  lands,  and  rich  alluvium  in 
the  valleys.  Campbell  village  on  the  Conhocton 
is  a  station  on  the  Erie  R.  R.  and  D.  L.  &  W. 
R.  R. 

It  contained  one  church,  three  saw  mills,  a 
flouring  mill  and  two  tanneries,  and  about  twenty 
houses  in  1859.  Curtis  is  a  station  on  the  same 
railroads.  Settlement  was  commenced  in  1800. 

The  first  settlers  were  Samuel  Caulkins, 
Elias  Williams,  Joseph  Woolcott,  the  Rev.  Robert 
Campbell  and  his  son,  Archibald.  Campbell  and 
Stevens  built  the  first  saw  mill,  Campbell  and 
Knox  the  first  grist  mill.  Robert  Campbell  kept 
the  first  inn  and  Frederick  Stuart  the  first  store. 

The  first  meetings  for  the  organization  of  a 
Presbyterian  church  were  held  in  1811.  The  first 
regular  preaching  began  in  1830.  The  Rev.  B.  B. 
Smith  was  the  first  resident  pastor. 

The  Methodist  people  were  organized  in  some 
form  as  early  as  1827  or  1828.  Circuit  preachers 
and  visiting  clergymen  officiated  quite  regularly. 
Their  house  of  worship  was  dedicated  January 
21,  1869. 

The  Baptist  Church  was  first  organized  as  a 
branch  of  the  Savona  church  in  1870.  The  new 
house  of  worship  was  erected  in  1873. 

The  Catholic  Church  was  completed  in 
1870.  Service  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  Father  Col- 
gan  of  Corning. 

The  largest  industry  in  the  early  days  was 
the  manufacture  of  lumber.  There  were  a  number 
of  saw  mills  in  the  township.  There  was  also  a 
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large  tannery,  manufacturing  hemlock  sole  leath¬ 
er.  This  tannery  was  operated  by  John  D.  Hamil¬ 
ton.  From  1857  to  1877  there  were  670,000  hides 
tanned, — the  value  of  which  was  three  million 
dollars.  This  tannery  exported  leather  direct  to 
England,  Scotland  and  Germany.  There  was  also 
another  tannery  at  Curtis  in  this  town  of  Camp¬ 
bell,  operated  by  the  Curtis  family. 

There  were  the  usual  number  of  stores  and 
shops  to  be  found  in  the  town  as  were  found  in 
other  towns  of  the  region  in  the  early  days. 

In  the  early  days  a  brick  kiln  was  in  opera¬ 


tion  south  of  Curtis.  The  Campbell  Union  Free 
School  building  was  erected  in  1931,  at  which 
time  there  were  10  teachers  employed.  In  1938  it 
became  a  high  school  and  today  has  a  faculty  of 
17.  The  pupil  registration  is  350.  Upon  becoming 
the  Campbell  Central  Rural  School  it  possesses  an 
athletic  field  and  instructor.  The  capacity  of  the 
auditorium  is  450  and  the  athletic  field  and  ac¬ 
commodations  embrace  about  10  acres. 

The  Campbell  Central  Rural  School  as  an  in¬ 
stitution  is  a  monument  to  the  foresight  of  a  cap¬ 
able  Board  of  Education. 
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Canisteo  was  formed  in  March,  1796.  It  is 
an  interior  town  laying  southwest  of  the  center  of 
the  county.  The  surface  is  mostly  a  hilly  upland 
broken  by  the  deep  valleys  of  the  streams.  Canis¬ 
teo  River  flows  eastward  through  the  north  part 
of  the  town.  Its  valley  is  about  1-2  mile  wide  and 
is  bordered  by  steep  hillsides  400  feet  high.  From 
the  south,  the  river  receives  Bennett  and  Colonel 
Bills  Creeks,  which  also  flow  through  deep  valleys 
bordered  by  steep  hills. 

The  principal  village  is  Canisteo  on  Bennett 
Creek,  in  the  northwest  part  of  the  town,  where 
it  is  a  station  on  the  New  York  and  Erie  Rail¬ 
road  and  contained  in  1850  two  churches,  a  flour¬ 
ing  mill,  a  tannery  and  60  houses.  First  settlement 
was  made  in  1789  by  Uriah  Stephens,  Sr.,  from 
Connecticut.  The  first  preacher  was  the  Rev. 
George  Spaulding,  who  settled  in  the  town  in 
1805.  Solomon  Bennett  built  the  first  grist  mill 
and  kept  the  first  store,  and  Jedediah  Stephens 
kept  the  first  inn  and  in  1793  was  elected  the  first 
supervisor. 

Solomon  Bennett  was  one  of  four  scouts  who 
spied  out  the  Canisteo  Valley  and  one  of  the  orig¬ 
inal  purchasers  who  bought  the  township  tracts 
and  on  division  of  land  drew  lot  No.  12,  on  which 
now  stands  most  of  the  village  of  Canisteo.  The 


first  settlement  was  called  Bennettsville.  He  built 
a  log  house  at  the  corners  and  the  first  mill  on 
Bennett  Creek.  Solomon  Bennett  built  a  brick  ho¬ 
tel,  the  Canisteo  House,  in  1826. 

The  original  settlers  found  an  Indian  apple 
orchard. 

In  1793  the  region  was  divided  into  two 
parts,  Painted  Post  and  Williamson.  One  Indian 
trail  was  up  the  valley  to  Arkport  then  down  the 
Canaseraga  Creek  to  Dansville,  thence  to  Little 
Beards  Town,  (now  Cuylerville,)  on  to  Geneseo, 
and  from  this  point  there  was  a  fair  road  to  Can¬ 
andaigua,  a  distance  of  70  miles  from  Canisteo. 

In  1868  Canisteo  had  a  boot  and  shoe  fac¬ 
tory,  manufacturing  pegged  boots  and  shoes, — 
employing  100  to  110  persons.  There  was  also  a 
factory  manufacturing  fine  shoes  for  ladies, 
misses,  and  children. 

In  1868  there  was  a  planing  mill  and  sash, 
door  and  blind  factory.  Also  a  chair  factory  turn¬ 
ing  out  some  40,000  chairs  annually. 

H.  Carter  &  Son  operated  a  large  foundry 
and  machine  shop, — producing  agricultural  im¬ 
plements,  boilers  and  steam  engines. 

The  four  scouts,  early  in  1788,  Solomon  Ben¬ 
nett,  Captain  John  Jamison,  Uriah  Stephens  and 
Richard  Crosby  came  from  Wyoming  Valley  in 
Pennsylvania  on  an  exploring  expedition  up  the 
Susquehanna,  Chemung  and  Conhocton  Rivers. 
Finding  no  land  that  suited  them, — they  crossed 
over  the  hills  to  the  Canisteo  Valley.  They  were 
well  pleased  with  this  valley  and  decided  to  pur¬ 
chase  two  townships  on  the  river.  Early  in  the 
summer  of  1789  a  company  was  sent  to  the  flats 
to  cut  and  stack  the  hay  for  the  cattle  which  were 
to  be  driven  in,  in  the  fall.  The  four  sons  of  Uriah 
Stephens  drove  the  cattle  along  the  shores  of  the 
rivers.  The  rest  of  the  settlers  conveyed  their  pro¬ 
visions,  baggage  and  families  from  Newtown, 
(Elmira,)  on  a  7-ton  boat. 

They  were  frequently  compelled  to  cut  away 
obstructions  in  order  to  proceed  on  their  journey. 
On  arrival  they  proceeded  to  erect  a  log  house,  26 
feet  by  24  feet, — with  only  one  room  below.  Four 
fireplaces  were  built,  one  in  each  corner. 

The  two  families  of  Uriah  Stephens  and 
Richard  Crosby  occupied  this  log  palace  the  first 
winter.  In  the  Spring  two  other  families  joined 
them,  each  occupying  a  corner  of  the  log  cabin. 


In  the  spring  of  1790,  Solomon  Bennett,  Ur¬ 
iah  Stephens,  Jr.,  and  Colonel  John  Stephens 
with  their  families  joined  the  new  settlement. 

Until  Solomon  Bennett  built  the  first  grist 
mill  on  Bennett  Creek  in  1793  the  settlers  carried 
their  grain  to  Shepards  Mill  on  the  Susquehanna, 
a  distance  of  nearly  100  miles.  The  Bennett  mill 
burned  and  the  next  mill  was  erected  at  Hornell. 
The  settlers  were  so  impatient  for  its  erection 
that  they  voluntarily  turned  out  and  prepared  the 
timbers  for  its  erection. 

James  McBurney  of  Ireland  came  first  to 
Canisteo  as  a  peddler.  He  bought  a  great  lot  and 
then  went  to  Ireland  and  on  his  return  settled 
some  of  his  countrvmen  on  his  lands. 

Some  of  the  early  settlers  frequently  recog¬ 
nized  among  the  returning  Indians  some  of  their 
old  antagonists. 

It  was  customary  for  the  Indians  of  Squa- 
kie  Hill  to  visit  Canisteo  several  times  a  year  with 
all  their  families,  children,  dogs  and  horses,  to 
carry  on  races  and  sports.  They  conducted  them¬ 
selves  with  great  civility,  giving  their  hosts  no 
cause  for  complaint.  They  sometimes  numbered 
300  warriors. 

In  1820  a  road  was  opened  up  Bennett  Creek 
as  far  as  the  “Salt  Spring.” 

The  Presbyterian  Church  was  first  formed 
in  1836.  In  1857  it  was  decided  to  have  regular 
preaching.  The  society  was  organized  March  20, 

1852,  and  the  church  was  dedicated  February  15, 

1853.  The  Rev.  John  B.  Hudson  was  the  pioneer 
Methodist  preacher  in  Canisteo  about  1800, 
preaching  in  nearly  all  the  homes  in  the  settle¬ 
ment.  The  society  was  organized  about  1850  and 
the  church  was  dedicated  in  1857.  The  Baptist 
Church  of  Canisteo  was  organized  on  November 
30,  1876.  Previously  it  was  a  branch  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  of  Hornell. 

The  Roman  Catholic  Church  in  Canisteo  is 
served  by  the  priest  of  the  Rexville  parish 

KANESTIO  CASTLE 

The  expedition  of  Silur  de  Villiers  into  the 
Genesee  Country  in  1688,  crossed  from  Canada 
across  Lake  Ontario  and  entered  the  mouth  of  the 
Genesee  River.  The  party,  in  canoes,  made  their 

(Continued  on  page  47,  column  2) 
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March  28th,  1839  the  legislature  of  N.  Y. 
passed  an  act  by  which  ‘‘all  the  part  of  the  town 
of  Painted  Post  and  the  County  of  Steuben,  being 
township  No.  1  in  the  first  range,”  shall  consti¬ 
tute  a  new  town  by  the  name  of  W ormley.  How¬ 
ever,  on  the  third  of  April,  1840,  the  erecting  act 
was  amended  and  the  town  name  was  changed  to 
Caton,  in  memory  of  Richard  Caton,  one  of  the 
original  land  proprietors.  The  first  name,  Worm- 
ley,  was  given  to  the  town  in  allusion  to  Samuel 
Wormley,  first  innkeeper  and  also  first  post¬ 
master  at  the  office  having  his  name. 

The  town  is  situated  in  the  extreme  south¬ 
east  corner  of  the  county  and  contains  22,700 
acres  of  land.  The  surface  is  rolling  uplands  yet 
more  nearly  level  than  most  land  in  the  county. 
Its  soil  is  a  clay  and  shaley  loam  and  the  streams 
are  small  brooks  flowing  northward. 

At  an  early  day  lumbering  was  extensively 
carried  on  in  the  town,  and  the  forest  was  not 
generally  cleared  away  until  a  comparatively  re¬ 
cent  date.  From  that  time  the  chief  pursuit  has 
been  farming  and  sugar  making  and  as  an  agri¬ 
cultural  town,  Caton  ranks  well  among  the 
divisions  of  the  county.  The  farms  as  a  rule  in 
1855  were  well  cultivated,  the  buildings  neat  and 
attractive  and  the  general  appearance  of  things 
throughout  the  town  indicated  thrift,  prosperity, 
energy  on  the  part  of  the  people. 

A  temporary  settlement  was  made  in  1814 
by  Joseph  and  Charles  Wolcott.  In  the  same 
year  other  woodsmen  made  clearings  in  the  town. 

The  first  permanent  settler  was  Isaac  Raw- 
ley,  a  native  and  former  resident  of  Bradford 
County,  Pa.  in  1819,  though  previous  to  locating 
at  Caton  he  had  lived  in  Lindley.  In  1819  this 
doughty  pioneer  cut  a  road  from  over  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  line  into  the  southwest  part  of  Caton  to 
the  point  where  he  made  his  location. 

Steven  and  Simeon  Hurd  settled  in  the  town 
in  1821.  Solomon  Tarbox  in  1822,  and  E.  P. 
Babcock,  Edward  Robbins  and  Henry  Miner  in 
1823.  Bennett  Breese  built  the  first  grist  mill. 
Samuel  Wormley  kept  the  first  inn,  W.  D.  Gil¬ 
bert  the  first  store,  and  Edw'ard  Robbins  taught 
the  first  school.  The  first  church  was  Presby- 
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terian,  organized  in  1832.  The  first  settled  pas¬ 
tor  was  Rev.  Benjamin  Harron. 

The  township  was  first  named  Wormley  as 
was  also  Caton  Center.  Extensive  sawmills  were 
located  at  Caton  Center.  Up  to  about  30  years 
ago  there  were  two  creameries  and  three  cheese 
factories  in  the  township,  one  at  Caton  Center, 
one  at  Browntown,  and  one  at  West  Caton. 
Caton  Center  at  one  time  had  three  stores,  three 
blacksmith  shops,  one  woodworking  wagon  and 
carriage  shop,  two  churches,  and  three  resident 
physicians. 

Caton  has  the  honor  of  sending  more  men 
to  the  Civil  War  than  any  other  town  in  Steuben 
County. 

At  West  Cation  was  a  pail  factory  and  also 
a  chair  factory. 

It  was  at  West  Caton  that  George  Davis 
who  operated  the  chair  factory,  made  the  first 
electric  chair  in  the  United  States,  to  be  used  in 
the  electrocution  of  criminals  at  New  York  State 
prisons.  He  used  storage  batteries  for  current 
and  experimented  on  small  wild  animals  till  the 
operation  of  the  machine  was  a  success,  where¬ 
fore  he  had  it  patented.  It  is  in  use  in  prisons 
today. 

The  first  church  was  the  Presbyterian. 
They  held  meetings  in  Gilbert’s  mill  and  H.  D. 
Smith’s  barn  until  1833  when  their  church  was 
completed.  This  organization  ceased  to  exist  in 
1854. 

The  Methodist  Church  formed  its  first  class 
in  1833,  in  the  old  east  schoolhouse  (now  No.  4) 
where  the  first  meetings  were  held.  In  1839 
meetings  were  held  in  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

The  old  Methodist  Church  was  dedicated 
in  1842.  In  1868  the  new  church  was  built. 

The  Free  Methodist  Church  was  located  at 
Barnards  mill. 

The  Caton  Baptist  Church  was  organized 
at  the  home  of  Nelson  Wolcott  August  23,  1832 
as  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Painted  Post. 

In  1842  the  church  was  made  a  separate 
charge. 


CANISTEO 
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way  up  the  Genesee  River  to  the  present  site  of 
Mt.  Morris,  then  turned  into  Canaseraga  Creek. 
In  1690  and  for  more  than  a  century  after,  this 
creek  was  of  sufficient  volume  to  afford  a  water¬ 
way  for  boats  of  10  tons  volume.  They  continued 
up  Canaseraga  Creek  to  the  present  site  of  Dans- 
ville,  then  shouldering  their  canoes  they  climbed 
the  heights  to  the  source  of  the  Canisteo  River. 
Descending  this  stream  through  a  wide  valley 
bordered  by  forest  and  patches  of  cleared  land 
thev  came  to  a  settlement  of  a  score  or  more  of 
log  houses.  From  the  cabins,  as  the  French  drew 
near,  poured  as  disreputable  a  group  of  individ¬ 
uals  as  the  French  leader  had  ever  before  seen. 

Account  of  this  expedition,  “De  Villiers  said  a 
more  worthless  lot  of  renegades  and  villains  who 
had  no  hope  of  heaven  or  fear  of  hell,  he  never 
saw.” 

Had  he  not  had  a  considerable  force  with 
him,  he  probably  would  have  been  wiped  out.  In¬ 
stead  he  calmly  took  possession  of  the  place,  re¬ 
ported  as  named  Kanisteo  Castle. 

CANISTEO  CENTRAL  SCHOOL 

It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  about  1,800  a 
small  school  was  opened  in  the  village.  When  the 
town  was  divided  into  school  districts  good  school 
houses  were  provided  for  each  district. 

Canisteo  Academy  was  organized  in  1868 
and  opened  in  1871,  costing  $17,500.  This  later 
became  Canisteo  High  School  in  1891. 

The  Central  School  District  was  established 
October  25,  1935,  by  vote.  This  centralized  dis¬ 
trict  includes  26  school  districts.  It  became  oper¬ 
ative  July  1,  1936.  The  building  cost  $435,000. 
The  registration  in  1941-42  was  930  pupils,  with 
a  faculty  of  39  teachers.  Besides  the  regulat 
courses  in  the  grades  and  high  school  the  school 
has  a  vocal  and  instrumental  department,  (band, 
orchestra,  and  choruses,)  agricultural,  home 
making,  shops  and  kindergarten.  The  gymnasium 
seats  500,  and  the  auditorium  capacity  is  902. 
Approximately  350  pupils  are  transported  in  9 

school  buses  owned  bv  the  district. 

* 

This  is  one  of  the  large  central  schools  in  the 
state,  and  excells  in  scholastic  training. 


48 


COHOCTON 

Cohocton  was  formed  from  Bath  and 
Dansville,  June  18,  1812.  A  part  of  Avoca  was 
taken  off  in  1843,  a  part  of  Wayland  in  1848, 
and  a  part  of  Bath  was  annexed  in  1852.  It 
lays  on  the  north  border  of  the  county,  west  of 
the  center. 

The  surface  is  separated  into  ridges  by  deep 
and  narrow  valleys.  The  principal  streams  are 
the  Conhocton  River  flowing  southerly  through 
the  center,  with  its  tributaries.  The  soil  is  gen¬ 
erally  a  slatey  and  gravelly  loam. 

Joseph  Biven  in  about  1794  was  sent  by  Colo¬ 
nel  Charles  Williamson  of  Bath  to  erect  a 
tavern  on  the  Pulteney  Estate  at  what  was  known 
as  22  Mile  Tree.  After  roads  were  laid  out  it 
was  called  Bivens  Corners,  until  a  post  office  was 
established  here  in  1828  with  the  name  of  North 
Cohocton.  The  “22  Mile  Tree”  was  where  the 
Van  Riper  Hotel  stood  for  many  years. 

Bloods  Station  (Atlanta)  on  the  Conhocton 
River  is  a  station  on  the  Corning  and  Rochester 
division  of  the  Erie  R.  R.  This  is  an  important 


station  on  the  R.  R.  because  of  its  connection 
with  the  Canandaigua  Lake  route.  In  1855  a 
daily  line  of  stages  ran  to  Naples  at  the  head  of 
that  lake,  and  a  steamer  plied  daily  between  the 
latter  place  and  Canandaigua. 

Atlanta  (formerly  Bloods)  was  named  from 
Calvin  Blood,  an  early  settler.  This  hamlet  is 
located  a  mile  from  North  Cohocton. 

The  first  settlement  was  made  in  1796  by 
Richard  Hooker  and  Joseph  Biven.  The  Rev. 
Elisha  Brownson  was  the  first  settled  minister 
(Baptist)  in  1811. 

The  census  in  1855  reports  four  churches 
in  the  town,  three  Methodist  Episcopal  and  one 
Presbyterian. 

It  appears  from  old  records  that  about  1807 
“public  worship  on  the  Sabbath  was  set  up”  by  a 
few  families. 

Jonas  Cleland  built  the  first  saw  and  grist 
mill  in  1808. 

James  Woodard  settled  in  the  town  in  1802. 
His  son  settled  on  what  later  was  the  David 
Waite  place.  Naples  was  the  nearest  settlement. 
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The  house  of  Joseph  Shattuck  at  “Liberty 
Corners”  (Cohocton  village)  was  one  of  the 
earliest  hotels  in  Cohocton  village. 

Before  Mr.  Cleland  built  the  grist-mill  the 
settlers  had  to  travel  on  horseback  with  their 
grists  to  either  Naples  or  Dansville.  The  roads 
of  that  date  did  not  admit  of  travel  with  any 
wheeled  vehicles. 

The  first  tannery  was  built  by  William  Wal¬ 
ker  about  1816,  and  was  operated  for  about  25 
years.  The  tannery  was  located  about  one  and 
one-quarter  miles  north  of  Liberty. 

Albert  Lent  was  the  first  settler  on  Lent 

Hill. 

Abram  Lent’s  wife  was  the  oldest  daughter 
of  Samuel  Hartwell  and  Elizabeth  Wilkinson, 
sister  of  the  celebrated  Jemima  Wilkinson,  the 
“Friend”  prophetess. 

Matthew  Hatch  settled  on  Lent  Hill  in  1812. 

Trippknock  at  the  west  end  of  what  is  now 
the  main  street  of  Cohocton  village  was  first 
settled  by  Jerard  Barr  about  the  year  1807. 
Afterwards  the  Tripps  settled  there  and  kept  a 
hotel.  There  was  once  a  brewery  at  Trippknock. 

On  Potter  Hill,  Gideon  Potter,  Sr.,  and  An¬ 
thony  Crosby  were  the  first  settlers. 

A  paper  mill  was  operated  for  several  years 
in  Cohocton. 

The  Larrowe  Mills,  located  at  Cohocton,  at 
an  early  day  as  well  as  today,  was  a  large  flour¬ 
ing  mill.  A  large  cooper  shop  making  flour 
barrels  was  operated  in  connection  with  the  mill. 

Beeley  Streetey  operated  a  foundry  in  Co¬ 
hocton  manufacturing  plows,  rollers,  etc. 

There  was  a  large  cheese  factory  just  north 
of  Liberty  village  across  the  river  and  at  the  foot 
of  the  hill. 

When  Mr.  Cleland  came  to  Cohocton  in 
1805  and  for  quite  a  number  of  years  after¬ 
wards, — Indians  used  to  come  to  hunt,  fish  and 
to  trade  their  articles  of  native  manufacture. 
They  had  a  very  neat  lodge  covered  with  hem¬ 
lock  bark.  The  lodge  was  about  60  rods  below 
the  Davis  mill  on  the  bank  of  the  river.  Other 
lodges  were  scattered  along  the  river.  Game 
was  plentiful,  the  river  and  other  streams 
abounded  with  fish.  Deer  crossed  the  paths  of 
the  settlers  and  even  entered  their  dooryards. 


Bears  and  wolves  roamed  through  the  forest. 

In  lot  No.  10  at  the  old  Beecher  farm  in 
Blackrick  Hollow  there  was  a  “deer  lick”. 

The  name  Blood  Station  was  changed  to 
Atlanta  in  1892. 

Just  east  of  the  business  section  of  Atlanta 
was  a  cheese  factory  in  early  days.  A  flouring 
mill  was  located  on  the  Harry  Pierce  farm.  Duty 
Waite  settled  in  the  north  part  of  Cohocton  July 
4,  1814  on  104  acres  of  land.  David  Waite,  his 
son,  added  to  this  till  he  had  some  600  acres. 

Atlanta  had  two  corduroy  roads,  one  across 
the  valley  from  the  Waite  Corners  and  the  other 
east  across  the  low  land  to  the  Wayland-North 
Cohocton  road. 

There  was  also  an  ashery  in  the  north  part 
of  the  town. 

.Sunday,  October  8,  1809  a  regular  church  was 
formed  of  the  Congregational  order.  The  meet¬ 
ing  house  was  dedicated  February  3,  1830.  April 
10,  1823  the  church  assumed  the  form  and 
order  of  the  Presbyterian. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  the 
town  of  Cohocton  is  mentioned  as  early  as  1829 
and  it  appears  that  a  chapel  was  built  in  1823. 

In  1873  the  church  was  set  off  as  a  separate 
charge  and  called  Liberty  charge. 

The  Universalist  Church  people  of  Cohoc¬ 
ton  held  their  first  meetings  at  their  own  homes 
or  at  some  schoolhouse  in  the  town.  They  also 
used  the  Methodist  Church. 

September  19,  1859  a  regular  church  organi¬ 
zation  was  formed.  This  church  was  dedicated 
in  September,  1863. 

North  Cohocton  and  Atlanta 
Union  High  School 

The  first  school  was  held  in  a  log  house 
situated  opposite  the  Wolfanger  General  Store 
in  North  Cohocton.  Another  school  was  held 
near  the  present  residence  of  A.  E.  Rex.  The 
third  school  was  in  a  frame  house  which  was 
later  remodeled  for  a  residence  and  is  now  oc¬ 
cupied  by  Edward  Eaton,  North  Cohocton.  This 
school  was  in  operation  during  the  1850’s  and 

(Continued  on  page  51) 
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COHOCTON 

(Continued  from  page  49) 

was  used  until  the  present  building  was  built 
as  it  is  today.  This  school  was  registered  as  a 
high  school  by  the  state  in  1897. 

The  faculty  now  numbers  10  with  a  total 
registration  of  about  160  pupils.  It  has  always 
had  an  athletic  instructor  of  late  years  and  has 
supported  baseball  and  basketball  teams.  A 
large  athletic  field  with  hard  and  soft  ball  dia¬ 
monds  and  tennis  courts  are  available  to  the 
school  and  community. 

Today  Cohocton  has  a  Central  Rural  School 
established  in  July,  1942.  The  building  is  a 
splendid  structure,  modernly  equipped.  It  is 
situated  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the  village 
with  a  large  area  of  level  land  surrounding  it, 
affording  ample  ground  for  the  athletic  field  and 
other  outdoor  sports  including  one-quarter  mile 
track,  two  hard  top  tennis  courts,  softball,  base¬ 
ball  and  soccer  field.  The  corps  of  teachers  num¬ 
bers  15,  with  a  registration  of  350  pupils.  The 
auditorium  has  a  seating  capacity  of  600. 


CORNING 
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In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1789  Frederick 
Calkins  and  Ephriam  and  Ichabod  Patterson 
made  the  first  settlement  in  the  town  of  Corn¬ 
ing.  Frederick  Calkins,  a  Vermonter,  had  the 
summer  before,  made  an  improvement  of  what 
is  now  Erwin,  but  soon  learned  that  he  was  on 
Colonel  Erwin’s  land,  consequently  he  left  that 
locality  and  built  a  new  cabin  opposite  the  Chim¬ 
ney  Narrows  on  the  south  side  of  the  Chemung, 
thus  was  made  the  pioneer  settlement  in  the 
present  town  of  Corning,  although  many  years 
(-lapsed  before  the  present  name  was  applied  to 
this  region. 

In  the  spring  of  1790,  an  association  was 
formed  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  from  the 
Phelps  and  Gorham  proprietary  a  large  tract  of 
land  in  this  part  of  Ontario  County.  The  mem¬ 
bers  comprised  Frederick  Calkins,  Caleb  Gard¬ 
ner,  Ephriam  Peterson.  Justus  Wolcott,  Peleg 
Gorton  and  Silas  Wood.  All  of  these  purchasers, 
excepting  Mr.  Wood,  settled  on  the  land  which 
is  the  present  town  of  Corning  or  township  2  of 
range  1,  and  began  improvements  as  early  as  the 
year  1792.  Purchase  price  was  8c  per  acre. 
However,  there  appears  to  have  been  some  dis¬ 
satisfaction  in  the  company  growing  out  of  what 
was  said  to  be  unequal  division  of  land.  On  the 
15th  of  March,  1792,  a  number  of  the  members 
reconveyed  to  Mr.  Phelps  10,000  acres,  and  on 
April  4,  following  Peleg  Gorton  likewise  deeded 
to  Mr.  Phelps  2,000  acres  of  land  in  that  town. 

Ichabod  Patterson  built  the  first  sawmill  and 
James  Henderson  the  first  grist-mill,  both  in 
1793.  Benjamin  Eaton  kept  the  first  store  in 
1791  and  Benjamn  Patterson  the  first  inn  in 
1798.  The  first  school  was  taught  by  Samuel 
Colgrove  in  1793.  Record  and  tradition  alike 
are  almost  silent  regarding  the  early  schools  in 
this  important  town  and  the  unfortunate  loss  of 
the  town’s  books  leaves  us  quite  in  the  dark  as  to 
the  time  when  the  town  was  first  apportioned 
into  school  districts. 

The  act  authorizing  the  construction  of  the 
Chemung  canal  was  passed  April  15,  1829,  and 
the  work  of  building  was  finished  in  1833.  A 
state  dam  was  built  across  the  river  at  the  lower 
end  of  the  village  of  Corning  and  a  feeder  was 
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constructed  to  Horseheads,  a  distance  of  15 
miles. 

The  first  settlement  was  made  near  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Corning  in  1788  by  Frederick  Calkins 
and  Benjamin  Eaton.  ‘Benjamin  Eaton  bought 
the  first  goods  for  his  store  at  Unadilla  and 
transported  them  by  canoe. 

Corning  in  the  very  early  days  had  one 
sawmill,  one  grist-mill,  one  store,  one  inn,  and 
one  school. 

In  1840  a  printing  office  was  opened  and  a 
newspaper  was  established  called  the  Corning 
and  Blossburg  Advocate.  The  paper  was  es¬ 
tablished  by  Charles  Adams.  The  Corning 
Journal  was  established  in  1846  by  Thomas  Mes¬ 
senger. 

In  1839  the  first  locomotive  traveled  the 
Tioga  Valley. 

Bridges  were  built  across  the  river  and 
roads  were  built  connecting  Corning  with  Big 
Flats  and  Knoxville,  and  Painted  Post  on  the 
north. 

After  the  completion  of  the  Blossburg 
R.  R., — hotels,  banks,  stores,  shops  and  various 
offices  were  erected. 

It  is  a  matter  of  record  that  in  1849  Corn¬ 
ing  stood  third  on  the  list  of  shipping  ports  in 
importance  in  the  state. 

The  town  was  well  supplied  with  churches 
and  schools. 

Corning  is  known  as  the  Crystal  City.  The 
Corning  Glass  Works  at  Corning  were  established 
in  1868  by  Amory  Houghton,  and  became  widely 
known.  Glass  cutting  and  engraving  was  a 
separate  and  distinct  operation  and  wras  con¬ 
ducted  by  John  Hoare. 

Corning  Free  Academy 

The  first  school  was  opened  September  2, 
1839  in  a  log  building.  The  first  schoolhouse  was 
built  in  1846  on  First  Street,  site  of  the  present 
Court  House  park.  Several  additions  were  made 
prior  to  1861,  when  the  old  Methodist  Church 
was  purchased  by  the  School  Board,  moved  and 
joined  to  the  schoolhouse. 

To  meet  the  increasing  growth  in  population 
it  was  voted  in  1859  to  borrow  funds  for  a  new 
academy.  The  Corning  Free  Academy  was  es¬ 
tablished  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  in  1859. 
Before  this  time  there  was  only  the  ordinary 


district  school.  With  the  growth  of  the  village 
the  school  facilities  and  buildings  kept  pace.  On 
September  1, 1873  the  old  Corning  Free  Academy 
was  opened.  The  cost  of  the  building  was 
$70,000.  The  curriculum  embraced  Mathematics, 
Science,  Literature,  History,  Music,  Painting, 
etc.  This  institution  was  an  outstanding  place 
of  learning. 

From  the  log  schoolhouse  in  1839  with  one 
teacher,  to  the  present  system  employing  a  faculty 
of  72  members,  with  a  registration  of  1,300 
pupils,  is  a  long,  long  step  which  taxes  our 
imagination. 

Today  the  activities  embrace  baseball,  bas¬ 
ketball,  football  teams,  etc.  The  auditorium  has 
a  capacity  of  900.  The  gymnasium  is  well 
equipped,  with  athletic  instructors  for  boys  and 
girls. 

Under  the  present  very  efficient  manage¬ 
ment  the  school  has  steadily  advanced  in  scho¬ 
lastic  training. 

Corning  Northside 

The  Corning  Northside  High  School  was 
organized  in  June,  1899.  The  school  facilities  of 
Corning  Northside  system  of  schools  affords 
pupils  a  wide  choice  of  subjects  and  vocational 
training  as  attested  by  the  following  activities: 
Band,  Orchestra,  Glee  Clubs  with  two  music  in¬ 
structors;  Vocational  Homemaking  with  two 
instructors;  Commercial  Department  with  three 
instructors;  Vocational  Agriculture,  Library 
containing  5,560  volumes,  Health  Department, 
School  Nurses  and  Dental  Hygienist,  Medical 
Inspectors,  two  Guidance  Counsellors.  Sports 
include  basketball  and  baseball,  touch  football, 
cross  country,  tennis,  gymnasium.  There  is  an 
athletic  field  and  Pyrex  Park  is  also  used.  The 
auditorium  has  a  capacity  of  1,100.  There  are 
three  athletic  instructors.  The  registration  today 
is  1,700  with  a  faculty  numbering  60. 

The  advancement  attained  by  the  school 
scholastically  and  its  other  useful  activities,  show 
the  system  to  be  under  a  capable  and  progres¬ 
sive  faculty. 

CORNING 

In  1873  the  New  York  State  Arsenal  oc¬ 
cupied  the  block  between  Washington  and  Ham¬ 
ilton  and  First  and  Second  Streets. 


54 


DANSVILLE 

Dansville  was  named  from  Daniel  P.  Faulk¬ 
ner,  an  early  and  spirited  citizen  known  as 
Captain  Dan.  Dansville  was  formed  in  March, 
1796.  Parts  of  Cohocton  and  Howard  were 
taken  off  in  1812,  a  part  of  Wayland  in  1848  and 
Fremont  in  1854,  a  part  was  annexed  to  Sparta 
in  1822,  and  a  part  of  Cohocton  was  reannexed 
April  26,  1834. 

It  is  the  north  town  upon  the  west  border  of 
the  county.  The  surface  is  mostly  an  upland, 
divided  into  ridges  by  the  narrow  valleys  of  small 
streams.  The  declivities  of  the  hills  are  steep 
and  their  summits  are  300  to  400  feet  above  the 
valleys.  The  streams  are  head  branches  of 
Canaseraga  Creek,  flowing  north,  and  Canisteo 
River,  flowing  south.  The  soil  is  a  sandy  and 
gravelly  loam  in  the  east  and  north,  and  gravel 
underlaid  by  hardpan  in  the  southwest. 

Rodgersville,  (South  Dansville,)  contained 
in  1855,  two  churches  and  an  academy,  the 
Rodgersville  Academy,  organized  in  1849.  The 
buildings  were  erected  in  1852  as  were  those  of 
Rodgersville  Union  Seminary. 

Burns,  had  in  1855,  about  15  houses  and 
Doty’s  Corners  was  a  postoffice.  It  is  today  a 
station  on  the  Erie  and  Shawmut  Railroads. 

The  first  settlement  was  made  in  1804  by 
Isaac  Sterling  and  Samuel  Gibson.  Other  first 
settlers  were  James,  John  and  Major  Jones, 
Frederic  Fry,  William  Ganong,  Thomas  and 
Nathaniel  Brayton,  Tisdale  Haskin.  Robert 
Fuller  built  the  first  sawmill  in  1820,  and  a  grist¬ 
mill  which  was  carried  away  by  a  flood.  Handy 
and  Miller  built  the  first  grist-mill  in  1825.  Isaac 
Sterling  kept  the  first  inn  in  1806.  The  first 
school  was  taught  bv  James  Jones  in  1811. 

William  C.  Rogers  in  1848  established  a 
select  high  school  with  one  department.  The 
first  principal  was  the  Rev.  J.  Strough.  The 
Rodgersville  Union  Seminary  was  chartered  by 
the  Regents  of  the  State  University  January  28, 
1853. 

The  building  was  3  stories  and  contained  a 
large  chapel,  4  recitation  rooms,  a  library  and 
40  dormitories. 

Tuition:  Preparatory  $6;  provisional  and 
normal  $7;  academic  $8;  incidentals  $1;  instru- 
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mental  music  $10;  vocal  music  $1.50;  use  of  in¬ 
strument  $2;  telegraphy  $10;  drawing  $3;  board 
at  hall  per  week  $2.75;  room  rent  per  student 
$1.75. 

Courses  of  study  embraced  Algebra,  Plane 
Geometry,  Trigonometry,  Physiology,  Botany, 
Chemistry,  Geology,  Astronomy,  Zoology,  Natu¬ 
ral  Philosophy,  American  and  General  History, 
Rhetoric,  Physical  Geography,  Mental  Philoso¬ 
phy,  Bookkeeping,  English  Literature,  Science  of 
Government,  Drawing,  Latin,  Greek,  French  and 
German. 

The  first  Methodist  meeting  was  held  in  the 
house  of  George  Butler  on  Oak  Hill  in  the  Spring 
of  1817. 

The  walls  of  the  first  house  of  worship  in 
the  town,  remembered  by  the  old  families  as  “The 
Old  Log  Church,”  were  erected  in  1819,  and 
occupied  immediately.  Cyril  Buck  and  Philander 
Hitchcock  secretly  purchased  a  stove  and  put  it 
up  in  the  church  without  the  knowledge  of  others. 

The  first  Baptist  meeting  was  held  at  Beach- 
ville  in  1819  in  the  old  log  schoolhouse. 

All  lumber  and  grain  in  pioneer  days  were 
hauled  by  ox  team  to  Arkport  for  transportation 
to  tide  water. 

The  north  part  of  the  town  to  the  east  of 
Stony  Brook  was  a  high  sandy  plain  originally 
covered  by  a  light  growth  of  oak  and  yellow  pine, 
which  had  been  annually  burned  over  by  the 
Indians  to  make  a  hunting  ground.  The  first 
crop  of  wheat  on  the  sand  hills  was  pulled  up  by 
the  settlers,  it  being  too  short  to  reap.  The  heads 
were  cut  off  pver  a  stump  with  a  broadaxe. 

Lime  was  burned  at  Rodgersville,  and  pot¬ 
ash  made  everywhere.  Wood  was  burned  for 
charcoal  for  use  by  the  blacksmith.  The  price 
was  $4  per  100  weight. 

The  region  boasted  wildcats,  raccoons, 
foxes,  etc.  The  last  bear  was  killed  by  Uncle 
Charles  Tripp  in  1846,  between  Rodgersville  and 
Loon  Lake. 

John  Brail  in  1817  built  a  log  house.  His 
fireplace  occupied  the  entire  end  of  the  house  and 


was  an  enclosure  of  huge  stones  resting  upon  the 
ground.  The  chimney  commencing  at  the  garret 
floor  consisted  of  sticks  thoroughly  plastered 
with  mud,  and  extended  just  above  the  roof. 
Great  logs  which  were  shoved  in  on  rollers  by  the 
entire  efforts  of  the  family  kept  the  fire  for  6  or 
8  days.  Pitch  pine  faggots  furnished  the  only 
light  for  years. 

Cows  were  scarce,  but  vou  could  buv  a  cow 
when  you  could  not  buy  bread.  The  staple  article 
of  food  for  1818  and  1819  was  boiled  rye  and 
milk. 

On  Oak  Hill  in  1816  and  1817  a  settlement 
was  made  by  Moses  Hurlburt,  Joshua  Williams, 
Daniel,  George  and  Gubbard  Griswold,  William 
C.  Rogers,  Thomas  Buck,  George  Butler  and 
Joshua  Woodard. 

The  census  reports  six  churches  in  1855. 

One  of  the  earlv  churches  was  Universalist. 
This  is  now  the  town  hall.  It  stands  just  south 
of  the  grove  where  the  academy  and  seminary 
once  stood.  Nothing  remains  of  the  academy 
and  seminarv  that  William  C.  Rogers  was  instru- 
mental  in  building. 

At  Kurtz  Hollow,  (about  1  mile  north  of 
Rodgersville),  was  a  carding  mill,  sawmill  and 
grist-mill. 

The  early  hotel  was  run  by  Chauncey  Day. 
This  building  is  now  the  Masonic  Hall,  across 
from  the  large  general  store. 

There  was  a  foundry  in  Rodgersville  at  an 
early  date.  Also,  2  lime  kilns,  a  store  and  wagon 
shop  and  a  boot  and  shoe  factory.  The  lime  for 
the  kilns  was  taken  from  a  marl  deposit  near  the 
village  and  burned  in  the  kilns. 

At  one  time  a  chair  and  table  factory  was 
operated  at  Rodgersville. 

Charles  Oliver  was  an  early  land  surveyor. 
Phoebe  Oliver  Briggs  was  the  daughter  of  Cap¬ 
tain  Charles  Oliver  of  the  Militia  of  1816.  Mrs. 
Briggs  inherited  the  Oliver  home  and  has  given 
it  to  the  Society  of  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution  of  Dansville,  N.  Y. 


56 


Erwin,  named  for  Colonel  Arthur  Erwin  of 
Erwina,  Bucks  County,  Pa.,  an  officer  of  the 
Revolutionary  War  by  whom  the  township  was 
purchased  of  Phelps  and  Gorham  in  Canandai¬ 
gua,  N.  Y.  in  1789.  Erwin  was  formed  from 
Painted  Post  January  27,  1826.  Lindley  was 
taken  off  in  1837  and  a  part  of  Corning  was 
annexed  in  1856.  It  lays  west  of  Corning  in  the 
southeast  part  of  the  county. 

Its  surface  is  about  equally  divided  between 
high  rolling  uplands  and  the  low  valleys  of 
streams.  The  summits  of  the  hills  are  400  to 
600  feet  above  the  valleys.  Tioga  and  Canisteo 
Rivers  unite  in  the  southeast  part  of  the  town 
and  Tioga  and  Conhocton  Rivers  in  the  north¬ 
east,  forming  the  Chemung  River.  The  valleys 
of  these  streams  are  1  to  2  miles  wide.  The  soil 
upon  the  hills  is  a  shaley  and  clayey  loam  and  in 


the  valleys  is  a  fine  quality  of  alluvium.  Nearly 
all  the  hill  surface  in  1855  was  covered  with 
forests.  The  lumber  trade  was  extensively  pur¬ 
sued. 

Painted  Post,  situated  at  the  junction  of 
Conhocton  and  Tioga  Rivers,  is  a  station  on  the 
Erie.  R.  R.  It  contained  in  1855  2  churches,  a 
bank,  an  iron  foundry,  a  machine  shop,  a  tannery 
and  a  flour  mill.  Population  was  777. 

One  mile  west  of  Painted  Post  at  Gang 
Mills,  was  a  saw,  shingle  and  planing  mill  which 
gave  employment  to  seventy-five  men  and  turned 
out  eight  million  to  eleven  million  feet  of  lumber 
per  year.  At  its  height  in  1870,  it  was  said  to 
have  the  largest  daily  capacity  of  any  mill  in  the 
U.  S.  Its  capacity  was  100,000  feet  of  white 
pine  daily. 

In  the  summer  of  1789  Colonel  Arthur 
Erwin  set  out  from  his  home  in  Bucks  County, 
Pa.,  with  a  good  number  of  helpers  and  a  herd 
of  cattle  bound  for  Canandaigua,  the  seat  of 
operation  of  the  Phelps  and  Gorham  proprie¬ 
tary.  This  adventurous  pioneer  came  with  the 
determination  to  locate  in  the  Genesee  country 
and  brought  with  him  a  fair  drove  of  cattle  to 
be  turned  into  cash  or  used  as  stock  on  his  pro¬ 
posed  purchase.  At  that  time  the  fact  was  well 
known  that  William  Harris,  trapper  and  Indian 
trader  had  a  cabin  within  the  limits  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  village  of  Painted  Post. 

It  was  here  that  Colonel  Erwin  stopped  to 
rest  his  cattle.  The  location  and  general  outlook 
pleased  him  and  he  immediately  resumed  his 
journey  to  Canandiagua.  Reaching  there  he  at 
once  inquired  if  township  No.  2,  range  2  was  in 
the  market  and  if  so  at  what  price.  Phelps 
charged  and  Erwin  paid  the  gross  sum  of  1400 
pounds  in  N.  Y.  money  for  the  township,  turning 
his  cattle  in  part  payment  and  cash  for  the  bal¬ 
ance  and  thus  became  the  owner  of  the  town. 

Three  years  previous  to  the  foregoing  event 
in  1786  William  Harris  built  a  cabin  on  the  vil¬ 
lage  site  and  employed  himself  in  trapping,  cur¬ 
ing  and  dealing  in  furs  and  trading  among  the 
Indian  occupants  of  the  region.  He  was  not  in 
any  sense  a  pioneer  and  made  no  attempt  at  clear¬ 
ing  or  improving  the  land.  William  Harris  was 
the  son  of  the  founder  of  Harrisburg,  Pa.  He 
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later  moved  his  activities  to  Canandaigua  and 
ether  places.  He  finally  bought  a  large  farm  in 
Potter  County,  Pa.,  where  he  died. 

Augustus  Porter,  surveyor  for  Phelps  and 
Gorham,  made  the  Harris  cabin  his  headquar¬ 
ters  while  laying  out  the  townships  for  this 
part  of  Ontario  County. 

Among  the  other  early  settlers  in  the  town 
were  Benjamin  Patterson,  famed  throughout  the 
region  for  his  hunting  proclivities,  and  as  well  for 
his  generous  hospitality  as  a  tavern  keeper.  As 
a  story  teller  and  general  entertainer  he  was 
without  a  peer  in  the  town. 

Prominent  also  among  the  pioneers  was 
John  E.  Evans,  who  taught  the  first  school  in 
the  town  and  who  was  later  postmaster.  Also 
George  Young  and  Edward  Cooper,  all  of  whom 
were  identified  with  the  town  in  its  early  history. 

After  Colonel  Erwin’s  death  his  property 
was  divided  among  his  children,  of  whom 
Samuel,  Francis,  Arthur,  Rebecca  and  Mrs.  Mul- 
hollen  became  residents  of  the  town. 

The  first  supervisor  was  Samuel  Erwin,  in 
1826. 

FLOODS 

The  town  of  Erwin,  having  within  its  boun¬ 
daries  parts  of  four  considerable  rivers,  has 
several  times  been  subjected  to  serious  inunda¬ 
tions.  Some  of  the  occasions  have  passed  into 
history  as  notable  events,  hence  worthy  of  at 
least  passing  mention.  In  the  fall  of  1817,  there 
came  what  has  ever  been  known  as  the  Pumpkin 
Flood,  by  which  crops,  cattle  and  many  dwellings 
were  swept  away. 

In  1833  waters  of  both  Conhocton  and 
Tioga  were  swollen  to  an  unusual  degree  and 
some  damage  and  still  more  excitement  was  the 
result. 

Next  came  the  great  flood  of  1867,  and  also 
the  flood  known  as  St.  Patrick’s  Day  flood. 

In  1889  there  occurred  the  Johnstown  flood 
and  in  1935  a  very  large  flood  which  furnished 
the  cause  for  flood  control. 

Samuel  Erwin  built  the  first  sawmill  in  1820 
and  the  first  grist-mill  in  1823. 

David  Fuller  kept  the  first  inn  in  1792. 


In  1788  Saxton  and  Porter,  surveyors  for 
the  Phelps  and  Gorham  purchase  were  located  at 
Painted  Post.  They  were  engaged  in  surveying 
and  establishing  township  lines  and  dividing 
these  into  lots  and  numbering  them. 

The  Weston  Imperial  Engine  Manufactur¬ 
ing  Company  is  located  at  Painted  Post.  Also 
located  here  is  the  large  Ingersoll  Rand  Co., 
manufacturing  war  materials  and  employing  a 
large  number  of  men. 

COOPERS  PLAINS 

Coopers  Plains  is  a  village  at  the  northern 
edge  of  the  town  of  Erwin.  The  first  clearing 
was  made  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  F.  F. 
Pierce.  Coopers  Plains  was  a  postofifice  in  the 
early  days. 

Fred  Cooper  operated  a  chair  factory  and 
grist-mill  about  60  years  ago,  and  a  foundry 
manufacturing  plows  was  in  operation.  There 
were  3  blacksmith  shops,  2  wagon  shops,  a  brew¬ 
ery  and  a  hotel.  About  1  mile  west  of  the  village 
is  a  marl  deposit  of  considerable  size. 

John  Williams,  a  Hessian  soldier  who 
fought  under  General  Burgoyne,  is  buried  in  the 
cemetery. 

The  first  schoolhouse  was  of  logs. 

The  vear  1816  was  known  hereabouts  as 
the  year  without  a  summer.  It  is  claimed  that 
every  day  had  its  frost. 

PAINTED  POST— Town  of  Erwin 

This  is  the  accepted  story  of  the  origin  of  the 
name, — Painted  Post. 

In  the  summer  of  1779,  a  rarty  of  tories 
and  Indians,  under  the  command  of  a  loyalist 
named  McDonald,  returned  from  an  excursion 
into  the  Susquehanna  settlements,  bringing  with 
them  many  of  their  number  wounded.  At  the 
confluence  of  Tioga  and  Conhocton  Rivers,  Cap¬ 
tain  Montour,  son  of  the  famous  Queen  Cath¬ 
erine,  a  chief  of  great  promise,  died  of  his 
wounds.  “His  comrades  buried  him  by  the  river¬ 
side,  and  planted  above  his  grave  a  post  on  which 

(Continued  on  page  59,  column  2) 


FREMONT 

Fremont  was  named  in  honor  of  Colonel 
John  C.  Fremont.  It  was  formed  from  Hor- 
nellsville,  Dansville,  Wayland  and  Howard  No¬ 
vember  17,  1854.  It  is  an  interior  town  laying- 
northwest  of  the  center  of  the  county. 

Its  surface  is  a  high  upland,  forming  a  part 
of  the  dividing  ridge  between  Canisteo  and  Con- 
hocton  Rivers.  Its  streams  are  small  brooks. 
The  soil  is  chiefly  a  shaley  loam  derived  from  the 
disintegration  of  the  surface  rocks. 

Fremont  Center,  (Stephens  Mills)  and  Has- 
kinville  are  hamlets  as  is  Big  Creek  also.  First 
settlement  was  made  in  1812  by  Job  B.  Rathbun, 
Amos  Baldwin  and  Sylvester  Buck.  Job  B. 
Rathbun  settled  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  town 
at  what  is  known  as  Job’s  Corners  which  was 
named  after  him.  In  1813  and  1814,  John  Buck, 
Joel  Evert  and  Daniel  Atherton  settled  in  the 
town.  Nehemiah  Luther  and  others  settled  in 
1816. 

Daniel  Upson  built  the  first  sawmill  in  1816, 
and  the  first  grist-mill  in  1819.  The  first  school 
was  taught  by  Lydia  Evert  in  1819.  The  first 
religious  service  was  conducted  by  Rev.  Ford  in 
1814.  There  was  one  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  the  town  in  1855. 

Elisha  J.  Stephens  moved  from  Canisteo  to 
Stephens  Mills  to  operate  the  Upson  saw  and 
grist  mills  built  in  1816  and  1819.  He  made  re¬ 
pairs  and  added  a  separator  and  a  smut  mill,  a 
new  thing  in  those  days.  It  induced  customers  to 
come  from  long  distances,  even  passing  by  other 
mills. 

A  blacksmith  located  at  the  mill,  also  a 
cooper  located  there  and  made  barrels  for  flour, 
and  other  wooden  articles. 

Some  of  the  first  roads  or  trails  consisted 
mostly  of  blazed  spots  on  the  trees.  Four  or  five 
families  formed  a  settlement  at  the  head  of  Neils 
Creek  in  1819.  When  these  settlers  arrived  there 
was  a  camp  of  some  20  Indians  on  what  was 
later  the  Cotton  place  in  the  valley  where  they 
hunted  during  the  season. 

William  Haskin  settled  across  the  creek 
from  Mr.  Cotton  in  1818.  William  Holden  had 
a  shingle  mill  as  early  as  1834.  William  Haskin 
opened  the  first  tavern  in  the  town  in  1836.  Has- 
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kinville  grew  around  the  tavern,  and  it  had  a 
store,  cheese  factory,  shoe  shop,  blacksmith 
shop,  and  half  a  mile  above  Haskinville  was  the 
sawmill.  The  settlement  grew  to  20  dwellings. 

Daniel  Upson  in  1818  killed  the  last  elk  seen 
in  the  region,  but  wolves  remained  much  later. 
The  bounty  on  wolves  was  said  to  be  from  $40 
to  $60  per  wolf. 

Sometimes  these  early  settlers  were  in  want 
of  bread,  and  when  Mr.  Upson  was  repairing 
his  mill  and  started  it  on  Saturday  night  for  the 
settlers  who  were  waiting  with  backloads  of 
corn,  he  was  forced  to  grind  all  night  and  far 
into  the  Sabbath  that  their  little  ones  might  have 
bread. 

There  were  at  one  time  four  cheese  factories 
in  the  town  located  respectively  on  Big  Creek, 
at  Haskinville,  near  Stephens  Mills,  and  on 
Harding  Hill. 

Job  B.  Rathbun  came  from  Connecticut  and 
settled  in  Dansville  as  early  as  1810,  removing  to 
Job’s  Corners  in  1812.  His  was  the  first  house 
built  in  the  town. 

Solomon  Gates  and  his  brother,  Levi  Gates, 
settled  in  the  town  in  1816  just  east  of  Fremont 
Center. 

At  Stephens  Mills  in  1870  and  prior  thereto 
there  was  a  hotel,  store,  wagon  shop,  blacksmith 
shop,  2  sawmills,  1  grist-mill  and  a  cheese  fac¬ 
tory. 

At  Big  Creek  there  was  a  cheese  factory, 
blacksmith  shop  and  sawmill. 


ERWIN 

(Continued  from  page  57) 

were  painted  various  symbols  and  rude  devices. 
This  monument  was  known  throughout  the 
Genesee  forests  as  ‘The  Painted  Post’.  It  was  a 
landmark  well  known  to  all  the  Six  Nations,  and 
was  often  visited  by  their  braves  and  chieftains.” 
This  account  of  the  origin  of  the  Painted  Post 
was  given  to  Benjamin  Patterson,  the  hunter,  by 
a  man  named  Taggart,  who  was  carried  to  Fort 
Niagara  a  prisoner  by  McDonald’s  party,  and 
was  a  witness  of  the  burial  of  Captain  Montour, 
or  at  least  was  in  the  encampment  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Tioga  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Colonel 
Harper,  of  Harpersfield,  the  well  known  officer 
of  the  frontier  militia  of  New  York  in  the  Revo-, 
lution,  informed  Judge  Knox  of  Knoxville  in  this 
county,  that  the  Painted  Post  was  erected  over 
the  grave  of  a  chief  who  was  wounded  at  the  bat¬ 
tle  of  the  “hog-back”  and  brought  in  a  canoe  to  the 
head  of  the  Chemung,  where  he  died.  It  was  well 

understood  bv  the  earlv  settlers  that  this  monit- 
*  * 

ment  was  erected  in  memorv  of  some  distin- 

w' 

guished  warrior  who  had  been  wounded  in  one 
of  the  border  battles  of  the  Revolution  and  after¬ 
ward  died  at  this  place.  The  post  stood  for  many 
vears  after  the  settlement  of  the  countrv,  and 
the  story  goes  that  it  rotted  down  at  the  butt,  and 
was  preserved  in  the  barroom  of  a  tavern  till 
about  the  year  1810  and  then  mysteriously  dis¬ 
appeared.  It  is  also  said  to  have  been  swept  away 
in  a  freshet. 

—  (McMaster’s  History  of  Steuben) 

ERWIN 

By  Charles  H.  Erwin 

That  the  area  now  occupied  by  the  village 
of  Painted  Post  was  a  favorite  haunt  of  the  red 
man  long  previous  to  the  settlement  of  the  whites, 
is  surely  indicated  by  the  great  abundance  of  In¬ 
dian  relics — stone  hatchets,  flint  arrowheads  and 
lance  points,  pottery,  mortars,  amulets,  and 
graves  abound  in  great  profusion. 

Many  Indian  graves  have  been  found  in 
Painted  Post  and  vicinity.  These  graves  disclose 
skeletons  in  sitting  posture,  amply  provided  with 

(Continued  on  page  63,  column  2) 
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GREENWOOD 

Greenwood  was  formed  from  Troupsburg 
and  Canisteo  January  24,  1827.  West  Union  was 
taken  off  in  1845.  A  part  of  Tasper  was  annexed 
in  1848. 

The  town  was  named  by  Alexander  H. 
Stephens, — one  of  the  early  and  most  influential 
citizens.  The  hills  and  valleys  were  heavily  tim¬ 
bered  with  pine  and  hemlock  which  added  a  deep 
green  color  to  the  scenery.  Because  of  this,  it  is 
thought,  the  town  derived  its  name  of  Greenwood. 

Greenwood  lays  upon  the  west  boundary  of 
the  county  south  of  center.  Its  surface  is  mostly 
of  rolling  upland.  Bennett  Creek  flows  north¬ 
erly  through  the  east  part  of  the  town  in  a  val- 
ley  400  to  600  feet  below  the  summits  of  the 
hills.  The  soil  is  a  gravelly  and  clayey  loam. 

Greenwood  Milage  is  on  Bennett  Creek  and 
contained  in  1855  one  church  and  35  houses. 
West  Greenwood  was  the  post  office.  The  first 
settlement  was  made  in  1820  by  Alexander  H. 
Stephens.  In  the  spring  of  1821  Alexander  H. 
Stephens  and  Anson  Robertson  cleared  land  and 
built  a  sawmill  about  one  mile  north  of  Green¬ 
wood.  The  families  did  not  arrive  until  the  mill 
was  completed.  Anson  Robertson,  and  Chris¬ 
tian  Cobey,  John  H.,  Ezra  and  Phineas  Stephens, 
Eieazer  Woodward,  John  J.  Hoyt,  H.  Carr,  and 
Lewis  Ordway  settled  in  the  town  in  1822.  The 
first  grist-mill  was  built  by  Colonel  John  H. 
Stephens.  The  first  inn  and  store  were  kept  by 
Levi  Davis,  who  was  the  first  supervisor.  Sarah 
Carr  taught  the  first  school. 

Benjamin  F.  Brundage  came  to  Greenwood 
in  1830  and  erected  the  first  woolen  and  carding 
mill  in  the  town.  It  was  a  successful  business 
until  destroyed  by  fire  in  1846.  This  was  re¬ 
placed  by  a  flouring  mill. 

Levi  Davis  bought  the  site  of  the  present 
village  of  Greenwood  in  the  fall  of  1824.  In 
March,  1825  he  moved  into  his  new  log  cabin  and 
opened  a  tavern  and  store.  In  one  corner  of  the 
room  a  bar  was  fenced  off, — in  which  he  sold 
goods  consisting  mainly  of  tea,  snuff,  cotton 
cloth,  tobacco,  pork,  whiskey,  oats,  hay,  and 
indigo  for  coloring  cloth.  Whiskey  at  that  time 
sold  for  20c  a  gallon  at  the  still.  He  manufactured 
pot  and  pearl  ash,  which  business  he  carried  on 
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for  30  years.  The  first  post  office  was  at  his 
store. 

The  farmers,  when  clearing  their  land, 
gathered  and  saved  the  ashes  which  they  boiled 
down  during  bad  weather, — selling  the  black  ash 
at  the  store.  Several  hundred  bushels  of  ashes 
were  required  for  a  ton  of  potash,  which  would 
be  worth  from  $80.00  to  $100.00.  A  man  could 
make  $10.00  a  month  by  gathering  his  ashes  and 
boiling  down  the  proceeds.  This  was  a  cash 
business.  The  Liverpool  markets  readily  ab¬ 
sorbed  these  chemicals  until  the  Russians  en¬ 
tered  into  competition  some  years  later. 

Joshua  L.  Chapman,  a  boy  only  15  years  old, 
carried  the  mail  on  horseback  through  the  dense 
forest  from  Hornellsville  through  Canisteo  to 
Greenwood.  The  journey  took  one  day  each  way. 

In  1830  David  Foote  and  William  Ferguson 
opened  a  coffin  and  furniture  manufactory.  Some 
of  their  heavy  carved  work  is  still  preserved. 

A  tannery  was  operated  on  Woodard  Creek 
northeast  of  the  village.  There  was  also  a  brick 
yard  and  lime  kiln  in  Greenwood,  as  well  as  a 
hotel.  There  was  a  gunsmith,  three  blacksmith 
shops,  harness  making,  cabinet  and  wagon  shops, 
foundry,  cooper  shop,  cheese  factory  and  cream¬ 
ery.  Butter  was  packed  in  100-pound  tubs  or 
firkins  and  buyers  came  once  or  twice  a  year  to 
buy.  The  first  three  firkins  of  butter  were  ship¬ 
ped  by  James  McCormick  in  1834. 

The  first  meetings  of  the  Methodist  Church 
were  held  as  early  as  1825.  The  Universalist 
Church  was  organized  in  1851.  The  church  was 
built  and  dedicated  in  1852.  In  1860  a  Wesleyan 
Methodist  Society  was  organized  on  Danby  Hill. 
The  Christian  Church  was  organized  February 
19,  1876.  The  Christian  Church  building  is  now 
the  Grange  Hall.  The  church  of  the  Latter  Day 
Saints  was  the  last  to  be  organized  and  built.  The 
census  of  1850  gives  three  churches  in  the 
town, — Presbyterian,  Universalist  and  Catholic. 

Daniel  McCormick  of  Ireland  located  in 
Greenwood  in  1832.  He  built  a  grist-mill  in  the 
community  known  as  ‘‘Rough  and  Ready.” 

On  the  land  of  Mr.  Davis  at  LaGrange  a 


salt  spring  rises  in  the  green  shale.  Salt  was 
made  at  this  spring  by  the  settlers,  and  prior  to 
that  by  the  Indians. 

A  road  was  chopped  through  the  valley  from 
Greenwood  to  the  Pennsvlvania  line  by  the  Land 
Office. 

An  old  oil  field, — “The  Andover  Pool”,  en¬ 
ters  and  extends  into  Steuben  County,  in  the 
town  of  Greenwood. 

A  cheese  box  factory  was  located  at  Green¬ 
wood  and  operated  by  Ward  Slocum. 

The  site  of  the  Greenwood  Catholic  Church 
was  donated  by  Patrick  Flinn,  the  Rev.  Father 
McEvoy,  the  founder,  ministered  to  the  parish 
irom  1845  to  1849.  The  church  was  established 
in  1845  and  first  used  in  1846. 

One  of  the  first  official  acts  of  Father  C. 
D.  McMullen  after  he  was  appointed  pastor  in 
1869,  was  the  transfer  of  parochial  jurisdiction 
from  Greenwood  to  Rexville  in  the  town  of  West 
Union. 

The  first  school  was  opened  in  Greenwood 
village  about  1825  in  a  log  house,  the  first  teacher 
being  Sarah  Carr.  The  first  schoolhouse  was  on 
the  site  of  what  was  later  the  old  Union  Free 
School.  About  1866  the  first  school  became  a 
two-room  school.  A  new  building  was  erected, 
and  about  1894  the  school  was  chartered  as  a 
Union  Free  School  with  three  teachers  and  a 
pupil  registration  of  90  to  100. 

It  later  became  a  high  school  of  two  years 
grade.  In  November,  1935  the  school  system 
was  changed  to  that  of  the  Greenwood  Central 
Rural  School  and  today  employs  a  faculty  of  14 
and  has  a  registration  of  243  pupils.  The  new 
building  is  very  modern  and  modernlv  equipped 
throughout,  the  auditorium  having  a  seating- 
capacity  of  400.  It  has  a  gymnasium  and  athle¬ 
tic  instructor  for  all  athletic  sports.  The  school 
has  a  band  and  conducts  instruction  in  agricul¬ 
ture,  shop  work  and  homemaking.  Under  its 
efficient  management  the  school  is  a  credit  to 
the  town  and  efforts  of  its  citizens  and  Board  of 
Education. 


HARTSVILLE 


Hartsville  was  formed  from  Hornellsville 
February  7,  1844.  It  lays  on  the  west  border  of 
the  county  south  of  center.  Its  surface  is  a  hilly 
upland  broken  by  several  deep  valleys.  Purdy 
Creek  flows  east  through  the  north  part,  and  the 
valley  of  Bennett  Creek  extends  along  the  east 
border.  These  creeks  are  bordered  by  steep  hill¬ 
sides,  400  to  600  feet  high.  The  soil  is  a  shaley 
and  clayey  loam. 

Hartsville  Center,  (Purdy  Creek,  P.  O.)  on 
Purdy  Creek,  near  the  center  of  the  town,  con¬ 
tained  15  houses  in  1855.  The  first  settlement 
was  made  in  1809  by  Benjamn  Brookins.  Joseph 
Purdv  settled  in  the  town  in  1810.  Mr.  Blake, 
Thomas  Williams  and  other  settlers  were  also 
among  the  first. 

Joseph  Purdy,  an  earnest  and  hard-working 
Irishman,  located  in  the  north  part  in  1810  and 
occupied  the  abandoned  cabin  of  Benjamin 
Brookins.  Joseph  Purdy  made  a  good  beginning 
and  cleared  a  good  farm.  The  name  of  Purdy 
is  preserved  in  the  name  of  the  principal  stream 
and  name  of  the  postoffice. 

Hartsville  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  best 
dairying  towns  in  the  county. 

The  town  was  named  in  honor  of  Charles 
N.  Hart,  the  first  supervisor  of  the  town. 

The  first  birth  was  that  of  Sarah  Carpenter. 

This  valley  was  a  famous  hunting  ground. 
Deer  gathered  in  numbers  all  along  the  vallev  to 
feed  upon  the  moss  which  clung  to  the  trees  in 
the  shady  valley.  Fearful  stories  of  the  valley 
were  circulated  by  the  hunters  of  Canisteo  in 
order  to  dissuade  persons  from  settling  in  their 
favorite  hunting  ground. 

On  the  old  Indian  corn-field  on  the  flats  near 
Hartsville  Center  were  found  many  bent  poles 
which  had  been  used  by  the  Indians  in  their 
camps.  The  pioneer  settlers  plowed  up  mortars 
and  other  implements  which  the  Indians  had 
abandoned  when  the  white  men  came  to  the  val¬ 
lev. 

There  were  several  of  these  Indian  corn¬ 
fields  along  Purdy  Creek,  also  there  was  a  large 
apple  tree  which  stood  for  many  years  below  the 
Purdy  place. 

A  deer  lick  (Birch  Lick),  was  discovered  at 
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an  early  date  near  the  head  of  Purdy  Creek. 
“Deer  licks”  were  more  or  less  saline,  (salty  in 
composition.) 

Before  the  organization  of  Hartsvillc,  as  a 
separate  township,  the  first  election  for  this  part 
of  the  old  town  of  Hornellsville.  was  held  at  the 
home  of  Daniel  P.  Carpenter.  The  men  came  on 
horseback  to  vote,  and  all  the  women  in  the 
neighborhood  came  to  assist  in  cooking  their 
dinner  which  was  cooked  and  served  on  a  grand 
scale. 

Along  the  creek  prior  to  1855  there  were 
three  sawmills  and  a  stave  and  shingle  mill.  All 
were  running  till  about  1855  when  the  stock  of 
timber  began  to  give  out.  The  clearing  of  the 
timber  from  the  land  lowered  the  streams  so  that 
the  season  of  operation  was  greatly  shortened. 
As  late  as  1879  there  were  six  sawmills,  a  cheese 
factory,  a  feed  mill  and  a  shingle  mill. 

There  were  postoffices  and  trading  points 
near  each  side  of  the  town. 

At  an  early  date  3  cheese  factories  were  in 
operation,  one  in  the  village  of  Hartsville,  one  on 
(fall  Hill  and  one  on  Hartsville  Hill  in  the  north¬ 
west  part  of  the  town.  The  principal  cheese  fac¬ 
tory  was  at  Hartsville  village,  manufacturing  up¬ 
wards  of  $10,000.00  worth  a  season. 

Hartsville  had  the  following  enterprises 
in  the  early  days :  an  ashery,  cooper  shop,  hotel, 
grist-mill  and  several  sawmills. 

The  first  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was 
formed  in  June,  1825.  The  Baptist  Church  was 
formed  at  the  house  of  IT.  Carnwell  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  1838. 

The  Seventh  Day  Baptist  Church  was  the 
first  church  built  in  the  town.  Rev.  IT.  R.  Bur¬ 
dick  started  a  Sunday  school  while  he  was  yet 
16  years  old.  He  later  became  a  widely  known 
temperance  lecturer. 

Across  the  Dixon  Swamp  was  a  corduroy 
road  leading  to  Call  Hill. 

On  Purdy  Creek  southwest  of  the  village  of 
Hartsville  was  a  deposit  of  blue  clay  from  which 
some  pottery  was  made. 
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arrow  points  and  other  implements  of  Indian 
warfare,  cooking  utensils  for  the  long  journey 
to  the  happy  hunting  grounds. 

It  is  a  matter  of  record  in  the  notes  pub¬ 
lished  by  Charles  H.  Erwin  that  in  the  spring  of 
1860  Stout  and  Hurd  erected  a  wagon  shop  and 
that  the  “Painted  Post”  stood  in  front  of  their 
shop.  Erwin’s  sons  came  to  Painted  Post  in 
1792. 

The  annals  of  the  first  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Painted  Post,  town  of  Erwin,  reveal  the  “Post 
Church”  as  a  strong  link  in  the  denomination 
which  established  the  first  churches  in  many  com¬ 
munities  in  this  section  of  New  York  State. 

Four  Presbyterian  Churches  have  borne  the 
name  Painted  Post. 

The  present  Corning  Church  was  originally 
the  Painted  Post  First  Church,  then  the  name 
of  that  church  was  changed  to  Corning.  A  sec¬ 
ond  church  within  the  present  Corning  was  en¬ 
rolled  for  a  few  years  as  Painted  Post  First 
Church. 

The  Caton  Church  was  enrolled  as  Painted 
Post  Village  Church. 

The  First  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  village 
of  Painted  Post  in  the  town  of  Erwin,  was 
formed  in  the  schoolhouse  at  a  meeting  held  June 
25,  1839,  and  a  building  was  erected  during  1839. 

At  a  meeting  held  in  the  church  March  16, 
1841  the  Painted  Post  Church  was  organized. 

PAINTED  POST  HIGH  SCHOOL 

John  E.  Evans  taught  the  first  school  in  the 
Painted  Post  settlement  in  1812. 

Facts  by  Mr.  J.  R.  Wilder,  secretary,  in  re¬ 
gard  to  Painted  Post  High  School  as  taken  from 
the  History  of  the  Town  and  Village  of  Painted 
Post  written  by  Charles  H.  Erwin  in  1874  and 
from  the  minutes  of  the  Board  of  Education 
from  1868  to  1934: 

The  first  schoolhouse  that  we  recollect  was 
situated  on  the  site  of  the  dwelling  now  occupied 
by  E.  S.  Borland,  on  which  is  also  Messrs. 
Hodgeman’s  farm  house.  This  school  was  built 
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Hornby  was  named  from  John  Hornby,  an 
English  landholder  to  a  large  extent,  in  this  and 
other  western  counties.  Hornby  was  formed 
from  Painted  Post  January  27,  1826.  Campbell 
was  taken  off  in  1831  and  a  part  was  annexed  to 
Orange,  Schuyler  County,  April  11,  1842. 

It  lavs  near  the  center  of  the  east  border  of 
the  county  and  its  surface  is  mostly  a  high  roll¬ 
ing  upland.  The  streams  are  Dry  Run  in  the 
northwest  and  Post  and  Borden  Creeks  in  the 
south,  all  flowing  in  deep  narrow  valleys.  The 
soil  is  of  a  shaley  and  clayey  loam  of  good 
quality. 

In  1855  Hornby  Forks  contained  two 
churches,  several  manufactories,  and  21  dwell¬ 
ings.  The  first  settlement  was  made  in  1814,  by 
Asa  and  Uriah  Nash  from  Otsego  County.  Jesse 
Platt,  John  Robbins,  Edward  Stubbs  settled  in 
the  town  in  1815.  Ezra  Shaw  kept  the  first  inn 
in  the  Underwood  district. 

The  Hon.  A.  B.  Dickinson  settled  on  a  tract 
of  700  acres  in  early  days  and  erected  a  high 
fence  around  a  field  in  order  to  preserve  his  sheep 
from  the  wolves  and  wildcats.  It  was  almost 
impossible  to  raise  sheep.  Major  Dickinson  rep¬ 
resented  his  senatorial  district  for  four  years. 
Under  President  Uincoln’s  administration  he  was 
appointed  minister  to  Nicaragua.  The  Nicara¬ 
guan  government  requested  his  return.  He 
moved  to  Nicaragua  and  and  purchased  a  sugar 
plantation,  and  lived  there  until  his  death  in 
1873. 

The  Hon.  A.  B.  Dickinson  kept  the  first 
store  in  Hornby  Forks,  Mr.  UaFevre  built  the 
first  mill  and  Jane  Ueach  taught  the  first  school. 

There  were  four  churches  in  the  township 
in  1855. 

Hornby  was  a  wild  region  and  inhabited  with 
wild  animals  of  many  kinds.  Hogs  fattened  on 
beechnuts  in  the  woods.  Indians  were  never 
troublesome  or  numerous. 

The  settlers  in  Hornby  were  engaged  prin¬ 
cipally  in  lumbering  until  about  1838,  when  they 
began  to  plow  the  land.  They  sowed  the  land  to 
winter  wheat  but  sometimes  with  spring  wheat 
and  oats.  At  no  time  was  there  a  failure  of  a 
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In  1824  they  clothed  themselves  in  home- 
spun  wool  and  flax  which  when  made  into 
cloth  was  taken  to  a  primitive  mill  for  fulling. 

Goods  were  brought  from  Newburgh  on  the 
Hudson  River  in  wagons.  These  goods  consisted 
of  bake-kettles  and  skillets,  in  place  of  the 
modern  stove.  Ammunition  was  a  heavy  item  of 
trade,  the  men  and  boys  all  having  guns  of  some 
kind.  Tea,  coffee  and  other  commodities  were 
sold  in  exchange  for  hides  and  grains  to  be  sent 
down  the  river  in  arks.  Making  maple  sugar  was 
a  big  source  of  income. 

Fredalius  Ferenbaugh  in  1826  settled  in  the 
town  of  Hornby  on  Post  Creek,  5  Vi  miles  from 
Corning  and  4  miles  from  Hornby  village.  Just 
opposite  the  creek  bridge  was  the  farm  of 
Thomas  Oldfield  which  was  the  first  settlement 
between  Beaver  Dams  and  Corning.  The  only 
building  in  this  valley  in  1824  was  a  log  house  on 
the  present  Oldfield  farm.  Game  of  all  kinds 
was  abundant.  Before  the  road  was  built 
through  the  Post  Creek  Valley  it  took  two  days 
to  go  to  Corning  and  back. 

Hornby  in  the  early  days  was  well  supplied 
with  saw  and  shingle  mills,  blacksmith  and  wa¬ 
gon  shops,  etc.,  usually  found  throughout  the 
pioneer  towns.  Isaac  Goodsell  kept  the  first 
tavern  at  Hornby  village.  There  was  a  small 
tannery  at  Hornby  for  a  short  time  operated  by 
Holloway  Stephens.  There  was  also  an  ashery 
a  short  distance  south  of  the  village. 

Between  1824  and  1830  the  Baptist  Church 
in  Hornby  was  holding  meetings  at  Robbins  set¬ 
tlement  and  at  Meads  Creek.  The  Presbyterian 
Church  was  organized  September  14,  1831.  The 
M.  E.  Church  organized  a  class  in  1828,  and  re¬ 
organized  in  1863.  The  Wesleyan  Methodist 
Church  was  organized  in  1843. 
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of  plank  and  the  rent  of  ground  given  by  Capt. 
Samuel  Erwin. 

The  next  one  was  built  on  the  south  side  of 
the  river  and  is  now  used  as  a  dwelling  by  Mrs. 
Ha  llock. 

In  1848  or  1849  the  late  Arthur  H.  Erwin 
built  a  large  two-story  frame  building  on  the 
south  side  of  the  river  and  nearly  opposite  the 
residence  of  the  late  C.  J.  Chatfield.  This  build¬ 
ing  was  rented  to  the  district  together  with  two 
acres  of  ground  for  $100.00  per  annum,  to  be 
used  as  a  district  schoolhouse.  The  main  build¬ 
ing  was  some  fifty  by  seventy-five  feet  with  a 
projecting  gable  supported  by  four  large  pillars 
in  front,  and  a  wing  on  the  south  and  north  sides, 
making  a  front  upon  the  street  of  about  100  feet. 
This  building  was  burned  in  1871.  It  was  used 
by  the  district  until  1868,  when  the  present  model 
brick  schoolhouse  on  Charles  Street  was  built, 
at  an  expense  of  $14,000.00,  including  the  lot 
and  furniture.  Wm.  C.  Bronson  was  the  contrac¬ 
tor,  Maj.  M.  H.  McGrath,  architect. 

This  building  was  used  until  1911  when  it 
was  remodeled  and  enlarged.  Addition  and  other 
improvements  cost  $25,000.00. 

In  1925-1926  the  present  building  was 
erected  and  the  old  high  school  building  re¬ 
modeled.  The  cost  of  additional  grounds,  in¬ 
cluding  the  purchase  of  four  houses  and  lots,  the 
present  new  building  and  remodeling  old  original 
brick  building  was  $262,000.00. 

Four  teachers  were  employed  when  the  char¬ 
ter  for  the  Union  Free  School  was  received  in 
1868. 

This  year  the  faculty  includes  40  teachers 
with  800  pupils  registered. 

The  auditorium  has  a  seating  capacity  of 

800. 

The  school  has  a  gymnasium  and  athletic 
field.  Basketball  and  baseball  teams  are  under 
an  able  instructor. 

Home  economics,  music  and  art,  commercial 
subjects,  health  and  physical  education  are  a  few 
of  the  school’s  many  activities, 
crop. 


HORNELLSVILLE 

Hornellsville  was  named  from  Hon.  George 
Hornell,  one  of  the  early  settlers.  Hornellsville 
was  formed  from  Canisteo  April  1,  1820,  Harts- 
ville  was  taken  off  in  1844  and  a  part  of  Fremont 
in  1854. 

It  lays  near  the  center  of  the  west  border  of 
the  county.  The  surface  is  mostly  a  rolling  up¬ 
land,  divided  into  two  nearly  equal  parts  by  the 
Canisteo  Valley.  This  valley  is  one  to  two  miles 
wdde  and  is  bordered  by  steep  hills  400  to  500  feet 
high.  Canacadea  and  Crosby  Creeks  flow 
through  deep  valleys  from  the  west  and  are  tribu¬ 
taries  of  the  Canisteo  River.  The  soil  is  generally 
a  clayey  and  gravelly  loam. 

Hornellsville,  now  Hornell,  is  situated  at 
the  junction  of  the  Canisteo  River  and  Canacadea 
Creek  and  is  an  important  station  on  the  Erie 
R.  R. 

In  1855  it  had  four  churches,  two  newspaper 
offices,  one  bank,  two  flouring  mills  and  a  popu¬ 
lation  of  1,519. 

Arkport,  a  station  on  the  Erie  R.  R.  con¬ 
tained  one  church,  about  50  houses. 

Almond  village  is  partly  in  this  town. 

The  first  settlement  in  the  town  was  made 
by  Benjamin  Crosby  in  1792.  In  1793  George 
Hornell  and  Elias  Stephens  settled  in  the  town. 
Elijah  Stephens  in  1794,  John  and  Hugh  Carney 
in  1796,  Christopher  Hurlbut  and  Nathan  Cary 
in  1797,  Reuben  Crosby  and  James  Jones  in  1800. 

Hornellsville’s  first  settler  was  Benjamin 
Crosby  who  made  a  clearing  in  1790  on  the  site 
now  occupied  by  St.  James  Mercy  Hospital. 
Crosby  Creek  was  named  in  his  honor.  In  1792 
George  Hornell,  one  of  the  first  settlers  after 
whom  the  town  and  city  were  named,  built  a 
sawmill  and  grist-mill  on  the  site  later  occupied 
by  the  Thacher  mills.  He  owned  several  thousand 
acres  of  land,  kept  the  first  store  and  inn,  and 
was  elected  to  the  Legislature  in  1808,  also  he 
was  one  of  the  few  slave  owners  in  the  valley. 

The  period  of  the  town’s  most  rapid  growth 
began  with  the  construction  of  the  Erie  R.  R. 

On  Sunday,  September  1,  1850  the  first  loco¬ 
motive  came  up  the  valley  and  stopped  in  Hor¬ 
nellsville. 


The  first  school  In  Hornellsville  village  was 
taught  by  Miss  Sara  Thacher  in  about  1810. 

Hornell  Library  was  the  first  village  library 
established  in  western  New  York. 

Hornell  had  two  tanneries,  two  furniture 
factories,  a  boot  and  shoe  factory,  planing  mill, 
sash,  door  and  blind  mill,  flouring  mill,  etc. 
Major  Moses  Van  Campen  and  his  brother  Ben¬ 
jamin  were  early  settlers  in  the  western  part  of 
Hornellsville.  In  1801  he  surveyed  the  No.  4 
Road,  extending  from  George  Hornell’s  westerly 
up  through  the  north  valley  in  the  No.  4  settle¬ 
ment  to  the  county  line.  No  doubt  the  Almond 
road  was  the  No.  4  Road. 

In  1797  Christopher  Hurlbut  came  with  his 
eldest  son  John,  to  Arkport,  purchasing  a  tract  of 
040  acres  from  Colonel  Charles  Williamson, 
later  he  made  further  purchases  bringing  his 
holdings  up  to  1,365  acres.  Christopher  Hurlbut 
built  the  first  ark  in  1800  and  loaded  it  with 
wheat,  sending  it  down  the  Canisteo,  Chemung 
and  Susquehanna  Rivers  to  Baltimore  where  the 
grain  and  lumber  were  sold. 

Nathanial  Cary  in  1 7( >7  settled  in  Arkport. 

The  first  school  was  taught  bv  Abigal  J  lurl- 
but  in  1796  at  Arkport. 

About  the  same  year  John  Morrison  launch¬ 
ed  the  first  raft  of  lumber  down  the  Canisteo 
River.  In  the  same  year  Christopher  Hurlbut 
erected  a  sawmill  and  large  storehouse  on  the 
east  bank  of  the  Canisteo  River.  To  this  store¬ 
house  the  farmers  of  the  Genesee  Valley  brought 
butter,  cheese,  wheat  and  corn,  and  other  market¬ 
able  products  for  storing,  waiting  only  for  the 
“Moving  of  the  Waters”,  when  the  goods  were 
shipped  to  Baltimore.  Thousands  of  bushels  of 
grain  were  shipped '  annually  from  this  port. 
Some  seasons  there  were  as  many  as  11  arks 
loaded  with  wheat  and  corn  and  sent  down  the 
Susquehanna. 

In  1804  General  James  Wadsworth  started 
from  Arkport  with  two  boatlods  of  very  large, 
stall  fed  oxen  reaching  Baltimore  in  safety. 

In  1806  Hall  and  Ellsworth  of  Geneseo 
sent  down  an  ark  loaded  with  300  barrels  of 
pork.  A  large  quantity  of  cheese  and  a  great 
number  of  venison  hams  were  shipped  down  the 
Susquehanna  to  Baltimore. 


Not  until  the  Erie  Canal  was  built  did  this 
important  channel  of  trade  change. 

About  1798  Abigail  Hurlbut  and  her  sister, 
Mrs.  Taggart,  established  the  first  Sunday  school 
which  has  been  sustained  ever  since. 

Joel  Atherton  was  the  first  blacksmith  in 
Arkport  in  1798. 

In  1802  salt  was  sold  from  the  warehouse 
in  Arkport  at  $10.00  per  barrel  and  coarse  un¬ 
bleached  cotton  cloth  at  50c  per  yard. 

In  1814  William  Sharp,  Jr.,  was  the  first 
cabinet  maker. 

About  two  miles  north  of  Arkport  on  Lime 
Kiln  Creek  was  a  lime  kiln.  It  was  made  possible 
by  a  nearby  marl  deposit.  The  kiln  was  really  in 
the  south  part  of  Dansville  but  near  to  Arkport. 
It  was  operated  by  Mr.  Lanephere  early  in  the 
last  centurv. 

At  an  early  date  before  the  railroad  came  to 
Arkport  or  the  valley,  there  was  at  Arkport  a 
cooper  shop,  three  hotels  to  accommodate  the 
many  teams  constantly  hauling  lumber,  grain, 
etc.  north  and  south;  carriage  and  wagon  shop, 
three  blacksmith  shops,  and  an  ashery. 

Potash  and  maple  sugar  provided  a  source 
of  income. 

There  were  many  looms  for  weaving  cloth, 
blankets,  etc.,  in  the  houses. 

HISTORY  OF  ST.  ANN’S  SCHOOL 

The  old  one-story  building  which  stood  on 
the  site  of  the  present  St.  Ann’s  School  was  built 
many  years  before  the  Civil  War.  In  1870  the 
Rev.  W.  McNab  who  succeeded  the  Rev.  M. 
Creedom  had  it  replaced  with  a  two-story  wooden 
building  quite  modern  for  the  time. 

In  1889  the  Rev.  J.  M.  Early  started  the 
erection  of  the  present  school  but  he  died  before 
its  completion.  The  Rev.  J.  O’Loughlin  took 
charge  on  November  28,  1890  and  completed  the 
school.  There  were  300  pupils  registered  at  the 
time  and  six  teachers  were  employed. 

In  1894  Rev.  A.  R.  Barlow  was  successful  in 
obtaining  the  Regents’  Charter.  Mr.  W.  H.  Mur¬ 
ray  accompanied  Father  Barlow  when  he  went  to 
Albany  to  make  the  arrangements.  At  this  time 
the  school  consisted  of  six  grades  on  the  lower 
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HOWARD 

Howard  was  formed  from  Bath  and  Dans- 
ville,  June  18,  1812.  A  part  of  Avoca  was  taken 
off  in  1843  and  a  part  of  Fremont  in  1854. 

It  is  an  interior  town  laying  a  little  north¬ 
west  of  the  center  of  the  county.  Its  surface  is 
mostly  of  rolling  upland  forming  a  part  of  the 
dividing  ridge  between  the  Conhocton  and  Can- 
isteo  Rivers.  The  streams  are  small.  In  the 
northeast  part  are  two  small  lakes.  The  soil  is 
generally  a  heavy  clay  loam. 

Howard  contained  in  1855,  two  churches 
and  a  population  of  143.  Towlesville  contained 
two  churches  and  15  houses.  Buena  Vista,  and 
Goff’s  Mills  are  hamlets,  and  at  South  How¬ 
ard  was  a  postoffice.  The  first  settlement  was 
made  by  Abraham  Johnson  at  Towlesville  in 
1806.  Henry  Kennedy  built  the  first  sawmill  in 
1809.  James  Vaughn  erected  the  first  grist-mill 
in  1810  and  Benjamin  Bennett  kept  the  first  inn 
in  1816.  There  were  five  churches  in  the  town¬ 
ship  in  1855. 


The  first  school  was  opened  in  about  1815, 
near  the  residence  of  Aaron  McConnell.  An 
academy  was  founded  and  built  in  1835.  It  was 
an  excellent  institution,  well  equipped  and  sup¬ 
plied  with  an  efficient  corps  of  teachers. 

The  area  of  Howard  is  34,900  acres. 

Asa  McConnell  represented  his  district  in  the 
state  legislature  in  1843.  He  was  a  son  of  one 
of  the  earliest  settlers. 

Daniel  R.  and  Jacob  Bennett  settled  on  the 
plateau  where  the  village  of  Howard  now  stands. 
This  area  was  for  many  years  called  Bennett’s 
Flats. 

Sometime  in  the  winter  of  1810,  William 
Allen,  John  Hoagland  and  David  Smith  settled 
in  Howard.  William  Allen  settled  just  to  the 
east  of  the  pond  and  David  Smith  on  the  west 
side  of  the  pond,  now  called  Smith’s  Lake. 

John  Hoagland  settled  near  Smith’s  Lake. 

Israel  Baldwin  arrived  at  the  settlement  in 
February,  1811  and  settled  south  of  the  lake. 

Henry  Kennedy,  about  1809,  settled  on  Goff 
Creek  road  about  three  miles  east  of  Howard 
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village.  He  built  the  first  sawmill.  The  erection 
of  this  sawmill  was  a  great  boon  to  the  settlers, 
who  prior  to  the  erection  of  this  sawmill  covered 
their  log  cabins  with  slabs  of  split  timbers. 

William  Gofif  in  the  fall  of  1812  settled  on 
Goff  Creek  road  about  three  miles  east  of  How¬ 
ard  village.  The  erection  of  the  Goff  mill  was 
hailed  with  great  delight  since  the  settlers  before 
this  event  had  to  travel  long  distances  with  their 
corn,  wheat  and  other  bread  grain  on  their 
shoulders  to  have  it  ground,  since  very  few  had 
teams  of  horses  with  which  to  go  to  mill.  The 
roads  at  that  time  were  mere  paths  through  the 
forest. 

During  the  year  of  famine  Mr.  Goff,  with 
what  means  he  could  command,  went  east  and 
purchased  corn.  On  his  return  he  distributed 
the  flour  to  the  almost  starving  people. 

Prior  to  the  coming  of  the  Erie  R.  R.  to 
Hornell,  Howard  was  considered  a  place  of 
some  considerable  note.  For  quite  a  number  of 
years  it  was  considered  one  of  the  best  business 
centers  of  the  county. 

At  Goff’s  Mill  there  was  a  box  factory  in 
1865. 

The  first  town  meeting  was  held  at  the  house 
of  Simeon  Bacon. 

Timothy  Bennett  was  the  first  supervisor  of 
the  town  of  Howard. 

Mr.  Flohr  operated  a  tannery  for  some  time. 
It  later  became  a  sawmill  and  cheese  factory. 

The  store  now  operated  by  Mr.  Lewis  Ben¬ 
nett  at  Howard  was  built  in  1831.  The  Baldwin 
store  was  erected  a  little  later. 

Howard  had  two  hotels  in  the  stage-coach 
days.  It  was  on  the  stage-coach  road,  and  was  a 
station  for  changing  horses  and  for  refreshment 
of  passengers. 

Dr.  Marcus  Whitman  and  the  Rev.  Henry 
Spaulding  and  wife  met  at  Howard  February  14, 
1836,  at  the  old  inn  and  decided  to  go  together 
to  Oregon. 

Goff’s  Mills  comprised  a  saw,  grist,  carding, 
fulling  and  hub  mill,  and  also  a  brick  kiln. 
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floor  and  one  on  the  upper, — the  seventh  grade. 
The  remainder  was  an  auditorium.  The  entrance 
was  on  Erie  Avenue. 

In  1901  the  Rev.  F.  Naughton  remodeled  the 
present  building.  He  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev. 
J.  A.  Maley.  The  attendance  of  the  school  was 
increased  by  170  pupils  during  Father  Maley’s 
time  and  in  the  fall  of  1932  the  teaching  staff  was 
increased  by  three  teachers.  At  the  present  time, 
1942,  registration  is  425  and  the  faculty  consists 
of  14  teachers. 

NORTH  HORNELL 

The  first  schoolhouse  in  North  Hornell  was 
erected  as  a  two-room  school  on  the  site  of  the 
present  large  brick  school  building.  The  present 
building  was  erected  in  1927  and  employed  three 
teachers  with  a  registration  of  80  pupils.  The 
faculty  today  numbers  five,  with  a  registration 
of  88  pupils.  The  school  has  an  auditorium  with 
a  seating  capacity  of  250  and  a  gymnasium  and 
athletic  grounds  with  equipment. 

It  is  the  largest  grade  school  in  the  county 
outside  of  the  cities. 

Arkport  Central  Rural  School 

Since  1796  when  Abigal  Hurlbut  taught  the 
first  school  in  Arkport,  the  school  system  has 
grown  to  considerable  proportions.  The  Arkport 
Central  Rural  School  organized  in  1935  occupied 
their  new  and  modern  building  in  1937.  The 
Arkport  Central  Rural  School  today  has  con¬ 
solidated  10  rural  schools  within  its  present  juris¬ 
diction.  The  registration  at  the  present  time 
ranges  from  375  to  400  pupils  with  a  faculty  of 
19  teachers.  The  building  is  architecturally  im¬ 
posing.  The  school  has  a  large  athletic  field  and 
grounds  and  also  has  a  good  band. 

The  Present  School  System  of  Hornell 

It  is  a  long  stride  from  the  block  school- 
house  of  1810  with  one  teacher,  Miss  Sarah 
Thacher,  to  the  present  school  system  that  today 
serves  the  citizens  of  the  city  of  Hornell. 

(Continued  on  page  71,  column  2) 
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JASPER 

Jasper  was  named  from  Sergeant  Jasper, 
noted  for  his  courage  at  the  battle  at  Fort  Moul¬ 
trie,  South  Carolina,  June  28.  1776.  It  was 
formed  from  Troupsburg  and  Canisteo,  January 
24:  1827  and  a  part  <>f  Jasper  was  annexed  to 
( i reel i wood  in  1848. 

It  is  situated  near  the  southwest  corner  oL 
the  county.  Its  surface  is  a  hilly  and  broken 
upland,  the  highest  summits  being  nearly  2,000 
feet  above  tide.  Streams  are  small  brooks.  The 
soil  is  a  gravelly  and  clayey  loam. 

Four  Corners  (Jasper  P.  O.)  contained  in 
1855  two  churches  and  had  a  population  of  222. 
Jasper  Five  Corners  contained  15  houses.  West 
Jasper  and  South  Hill  were  post  offices.  Set¬ 
tlement  was  commenced  in  1807  by  Nicholas 
Brotzman,  Ebenezer  Spencer  and  William 
Wooley.  Adam  Brotzman  and  Andrew  Craig 
were  also  early  settlers. 

Nicholas  Brotzman  was  the  first  innkeeper. 
Amanda  Smith  taught  the  first  school.  The  first 
church,  (Presbyterian)  was  organized  in  1827. 
The  Rev.  George  Howell  was  the  first  preacher. 
Census  reports  five  churches  in  the  township  in 
1855. 

The  early  settlers  of  this  town  were  hardy 
and  courageous  pioneers.  The  problems  that 
they  faced  and  overcame  would  have  discouraged 
the  pioneer  settlers  of  the  Genesee  Flats. 


In  1848  Nelson  Johnson  built  a  steam  flour¬ 
ing  mill.  There  were  also  two  tanneries  erected 
in  the  town.  In  the  early  days  Francis  Woodard 
was  the  gunsmith  and  Arza  Johnson  operated  a 
cooper  shop,  making  tubs,  firkins,  buckets  and 
barrels.  There  were  several  cheese  factories  in 
the  town. 

Many  logs  were  rafted  from  Troup.dmrg 
township  down  the  south  branch  of  the  Tusca- 
rora  Creek,  to  Baltimore. 

There  was  a  sawmill  southeast  of  the  Five 
Corners,  also  a  tannery.  Jasper  village  had  a 
boot  and  shoe  maker. 

A  drill  ground  for  “training  days”  was 
located  on  the  flats  near  the  village. 

About  65  years  ago,  William  Hooper  sent 
droves  of  cattle  on  foot  to  Philadelphia.  Each  of 
these  droves  numbered  from  100  to  150  head  of 
cattle.  It  took  17  days  to  make  the  drive,  and 
some  14  droves  were  thus  taken  to  Philadelphia 
a  travel  distance  of  about  300  miles.  These 
drives  were  all  made  over  60  years  ago, — L.  E. 
Hunt  of  Jasper,  then  a  boy,  making  a  number  of 
these  trips  for  William  Hooper. 

Andrew  Craig  Sr.,  from  Ireland,  settled  in 
Jasper  in  1810.  He  spent  his  first  night  in  an 
Indian  wigwam.  Mr.  Craig  made  the  first  but¬ 
ter  for  market,  his  wife  going  to  Philadelphia 
with  him,  to  “work  the  butter  over”  into  rolls. 
He  was  a  sub  land  agent  for  proprietors  in 
Philadelphia. 
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The  names  of  the  five  churches  referred  tc 
above  are  Baptist,  organized  in  1817;  Presby¬ 
terian,  organized  in  1827;  Methodist  Episcopal, 
organized  in  1818;  Wesleyan  Methodist,  organ¬ 
ized  in  1871  :  and  the  Christian  Church,  the 
organization  date  of  which  is  not  given. 

"LEAD  MINE” 

A  Legendary  Story  From  Pioneer  Days 

The  pioneers  observed  that  the  Indians  were 
well  supplied  with  lead  from  which  they  made 
their  bullets.  It  soon  became  rumored  that  the 
Indians  possessed  a  lead  mine. 

It  is  not  remarkable  that  the  newcomers  be¬ 
lieved  this,  since  they  argued  that  the  Indians 
knew  the  resources  of  the  region  better  than 
they. 

Professor  Clayton’s  “History  of  Steuben” 
is  the  only  substantiation  in  print  of  this  lead 
mine. 

When  the  Prutsman  and  Craig  families 
settled  near  the  present  location  of  Jasper  Vil¬ 
lage,  they  found  there  a  small  group  of  Indians 
who  used  the  valley  as  a  hunting  ground.  Among 
these  Indians  was  an  old  chief,  called  Nicholas, 
a  name  probably  given  him  by  the  settlers.  The 
old  warrior  found  pleasure  in  playing  with  the 
white  children.  With  a  stick  he  would  draw 
figures  of  men  and  animals  in  the  ground  and 
he  would  then  melt  lead  and  pour  into  these 
moulds  to  make  leaden  images  pleasing  to  the 
children.  When  he  had  used  up  his  supply  of 
lead  he  would  go  away,  only  to  return  in  a  short 
time  with  another  supply.  When  questioned  the 
children’s  playmate,  (an  old  assassin)  would 
only  grunt  and  say,  “Plenty  not  far  off”.  The 
settlers  were,  however,  never  able  to  locate  the 
source  of  supply  of  the  old  Indian  or  the  other 
Indians. 

The  foregoing  is  probably  only  a  legendary 
story,  since  the  presence  of  such  a  deposit  is  dis¬ 
proved  by  the  geological  formation  of  this 
county. 

The  Schools  of  Jasper 

The  first  school  was  in  a  frame  building 
built  in  1827.  The  first  teacher  was  Amanda 
Smith.  This  school  was  located  near  the  house 
of  Peter  Grabaut.  With  the  growth  of  the  vil¬ 


lage,  the  school  became  a  two-room  school  in 
1844. 

The  school  became  a  high  school  in  1929 
with  a  three-year  course  of  instruction. 

Today  the  Jasper  Central  Rural  School 
(organized  in  1929)  occupies  a  modern  and  well- 
equipped  building.  The  student  registration 
numbers  190,  instructed  by  an  efficient  faculty 
of  13  members. 

The  auditorium  and  gymnasium  are  com¬ 
bined  and  have  a  seating  capacity  of  400.  A 

school  band  and  mixed  choir  are  outstanding 
features  of  the  school’s  activities,  they  were 
winners  recently  in  a  state  contest.  The  agricul¬ 
tural  and  homemaking  departments  are  particu¬ 
larly  active. 
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About  1813  the  first  district  school,  No.  7 
was  built.  This  building  burned,  and  a  small 
frame  building  was  built  on  the  site  of  the  Canis- 
teo  Block,  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Church 
Streets.  In  1833  the  district  purchased  land  on 
the  point  of  Canisteo  and  Church  Streets  for 
$40.00.  The  “Old  Red  Schoolhouse”  was  built 
at  a  cost  of  about  $200.00.  The  building  was  22 
feet  by  28  feet.  In  the  summer  of  1844  the  new 
schoolhouse  west  of  the  park  was  built.  In  1844 
Mowrv  Thacher  was  elected  to  the  office  of  town 
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superintendent  of  common  schools  in  the  town¬ 
ship,  being  the  first  town  superintendent. 

The  school  continued  to  grow  until  a  graded 
system  and  academic  department  was  added, 
then  in  November,  1872  the  first  “Regents  Ex¬ 
aminations”  were  held. 

Today  six  large,  imposing  and  modernly 
equipped  buildings  provide  the  public  school  sys¬ 
tem  of  Hornell  with  educational  facilities.  The 
system  comprises  junior  and  senior  high  schools 
and  five  elementary  schools.  The  teaching 
faculty  numbers  130  teachers.  The  registration 
of  pupils  numbers  over  3,000.  The  graduating 
class  in  the  Senior  High  School  in  1942  was  212. 

The  school  curriculum  in  addition  to  the 
grade  and  usual  high  school  subjects  provides 
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LINDLEY 

Lindley,  named  in  honor  of  Colonel  Elea- 
zur  Lindley,  was  formed  from  Erwin  May  12, 
1837.  It  lays  upon  the  south  border  of  the 
county,  east  of  the  center.  Its  surface  is  a  hilly 
upland  broken  by  the  deep  valley  of  Tioga  River, 
which  extends  centrally  through  the  town.  The 
summits  of  the  hills  are  400  to  600  feet  above 
the  valley,  and  most  of  them  were  covered  with 
forests  in  1858.  The  valley  is  about  one  mile 
wide  and  is  bordered  by  steep  hillsides.  The  soil 
upon  the  hills  is  a  heavy  shaley  loam  and  in  the 
valleys  a  rich  alluvium. 

In  1855  lumbering  was  extensively  carried 
on.  Lindley  town  on  Tioga  River  is  a  station  on 
the  B.  and  C.  R.  R.  and  contained  15  dwellings 
in  1855. 

Erwin  Center  is  a  railroad  station  and  ham¬ 
let  on  the  river,  near  the  north  border  of  the 
town.  The  first  settlement  was  made  in  1790  by 
Colonel  Eleazur  Lindley,  from  New  Jersey,  the 
original  proprietor  of  the  town  who  located  upon 
the  Tioga  flats.  Colonel  Lindley  served  with  the 
Jersey  Blues  during  the  Revolutionary  War.  In 
his  migration  to  his  new  home  he  was  accom¬ 
panied  by  his  two  sons  Samuel  and  Eleazur,  and 
his  sons-in-law  Ezekiel  Mulford  and  John  Seeley, 
and  a  man  named  David  Cook.  The  first  child 
born  was  Eliza  Mulford,  August  10,  1792;  the 
first  marriage  that  of  David  Cook,  Jr.  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  Cady;  and  the  first  death,  that  of  Colonel 
Eleazur  Lindley,  in  June  1794.  Joseph  Miller 
taught  the  first  school,  near  the  Pennsvlvania 
line  in  1793.  The  widow  of  Colonel  Lindley  kept 
the  first  inn,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river;  and 
John  P.  Ryers,  the  first  store.  The  first  sawmill 
was  erected  by  Colonel  Lindley.  A  sawmill  is 
located  on  the  same  site  today. 

There  was  no  hotel,  nor  place  where  liquor 
was  sold  in  Lindley  in  1855.  The  Lindley  colony, 
(as  it  has  been  called),  numbered  about  40  per¬ 
sons,  many  of  whom  were  relatives  of  the  pro¬ 
prietor.  They  left  New  Jersey  in  the  spring  of 
1790,  making  their  journey  in  wagons  and  on 
horseback  to  the  Susquehanna  River  at  Wilkes- 
Barre  and  thence  came  in  boats  to  the  purchase. 
They  arrived  and  landed  at  the  Tioga  flats  on 
June  7,  1790.  Nearly  all  brought  families  and  in 


73 


the  party  were  several  slaves.  This  was  unques¬ 
tionably  the  first  introduction  of  slaves  in  the 
south  part  of  Ontario  County.  They  were  soon 
set  free  and  provided  for,  because  of  our  state 
laws. 

Colonel  Lindley  was  an  important  per¬ 
sonage,  an  earnest  Christian  and  a  worthy  leader. 
He  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature  in  1793, 
and  died  in  1794.  Colonel  Lindley  in  1790 
brought  with  him  the  machinery  for  a  sawmill. 
This  mill  was  unquestionably  the  first  sawmill 
in  the  Tioga  Valley.  On  the  Tioga  flats  were 
many  evidences  of  Indian  corn  hills.  Much  of 
the  Tioga  flats  was  covered  with  rank  grass.  It 
was  on  these  corn  lands  of  the  Indians  that  the 
first  crops  of  the  settlers  were  raised.  Buck¬ 
wheat,  corn,  milk  and  game  constituted  their 
food  the  first  winter.  The  grain  was  pounded 
out  in  the  dugout  top  of  a  stump  with  a  large 
pestle.  These  operations  were  carried  on  dur¬ 
ing  the  winter,  till  the  ice  went  out  of  the  river, 
when  the  grain  was  carried  in  canoes  to  Shep¬ 
pard’s  Mills  at  Tioga  Point,  52  miles  down  the 
river. 

Joseph  Miller,  the  first  school  teacher  in  the 
colony,  reported  to  the  school  commissioner  in 
1826  that  the  school  books  used  in  four  school  dis¬ 
tricts  were  as  follows :  Webster’s  Speller,  Mur¬ 
ray’s  English  Reader,  Murray’s  Grammar,  Wal¬ 
ker’s  Dictionary,  Daboll’s  Arithmetic,  Flint’s 
Surveying  and  Moar’s  Geography. 

Oak  trees  on  the  flats  furnished  acorns  to  feed 
and  fatten  the  half-wild  hogs,  and  butternuts 
covered  the  ground  in  their  season.  Deer  were 
plentiful  and  could  be  shot  at  will  in  the  woods 
or  while  feeding  on  the  rich  moss  along  the  river. 
Every  family  had  its  dugout. 

In  1840  a  railroad  from  Corning  to  Bloss- 


burg’s  coal  mines  was  built  with  wooden  tracks 
and  thin  strip  iron  rails. 

Lindlev  Station  contained  at  one  time  a  saw 
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and  planing  mill,  2  stores,  a  furniture  shop,  2 
blacksmith  and  wagon  shops,  hay  press,  2  school 
houses,  3  churches  and  34  dwellings. 

The  First  Baptist  Church  was  organized  in 
Lindley  town  June  13,  1841  and  ceased  to  exist 
as  such  about  1864. 

In  1850  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
was  organized  at  Erwin  Center,  the  class  was 
changed  to  Painted  Post  to  the  Tuscarora  charge 
until  1866  when  it  became  a  separate  charge. 

The  Independent  Church  of  Lindley  was 
organized  May  10,  1875.  The  church  name  was 
changed  to  The  Baptist  Church  of  Lindley  May 
22,  1877  and  a  delegation  appointed  to  represent 
the  church  at  the  next  session  of  the  Baptist 
Association. 

The  Free  Methodist  Church  was  organized 
in  1866  and  a  church  was  built  on  the  Schofield 
place  at  Lindley  town. 
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instruction  in  music,  trades,  draughting,  secre¬ 
tarial  course,  art,  athletic,  etc.  Three  full  time 
and  two  part  time  athletic  instructors  arc  employ¬ 
ed;  a  full  time  physician  and  a  full  time  nurse 
are  constantly  in  attendance.  The  system  main¬ 
tains  a  children’s  guidance  clinic. 

Superintendent  Harrison  S.  Dodge  with  130 
efficient  teachers  maintains  a  high  quality  of 
instruction  throughout  the  entire  city’s  school 
system. 
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PRATTSBURG 

Prattsburg  was  named  from  Captain  Joel 
Pratt,  one  of  the  first  settlers.  Prattsburg  was 
formed  from  Pulteney  April  12,  1813.  A  part 
of  Wheeler  was  taken  off  in  1820. 

It  is  centrally  situated  upon  the  north  bor¬ 
der  of  the  county.  Its  surface  is  a  hilly  upland 
broken  by  the  valleys  of  several  small  streams 
flowing  in  a  general  southwest  direction.  The 
principal  streams  are  Five  Mile,  Ten  and  Twelve 
Mile  Creeks.  The  valley  at  Prattsburg  village 
is  1,400  feet  above  tide  and  the  hills  are  400  feet 
higher.  The  soil  is  a  gravelly  and  clayey  loam. 

Prattsburg  was  incorporated  December  7, 
1848.  It  contained  in  1855  the  Franklin  Academy, 
two  churches,  several  manufacturing  plants,  a 
foundry,  a  tannery  and  a  flouring  mill.  It  had 
a  population  of  about  600  in  1855. 

Rikers  Hollow,  now  Ingleside,  is  a  hamlet. 
The  first  settler  in  the  township  was  Jared  Pratt 
who  came  in  1801  and  for  two  and  one-half 
years  was  the  only  inhabitant.  Rev.  John  Niles, 
David  Buell,  Samuel  Tuthill  and  Captain  Joel 
Pratt  came  into  town  in  1803.  They  were  all 
originally  from  New  England. 

The  first  school  was  taught  in  the  church  by 
Horace  Bull  in  1806  and  1807.  The  first  inn, 
built  of  logs,  was  kept  by  Aaron  Bull  the  same 
year.  The  first  mill  was  erected  at  Five  Mile 
Creek  by  Robert  Porter.  Joel  Pratt  was  a  large 
property  owner  of  the  town,  and  the  first  settle¬ 


ment  was  conducted  wholly  under  his  encourage¬ 
ment,  advice  and  direction. 

The  first  religious  service  was  held  at  the 
house  of  Jared  Pratt  by  the  Rev.  John  Niles  in 
the  fall  of  1803. 

Joel  Pratt,  Jr.,  and  Ira  Pratt  first  drew 
attention  to  the  settlement  by  opening  a  store. 

“The  News”,  printed  by  Paul  B.  Howe, 
was  an  early  newspaper  of  the  county. 

Captain  Joel  Pratt  and  his  son,  Harvey 
came  to  this  region  from  New  England  with 
four  ox  teams,  six  hired  men,  a  hired  girl,  needed 
tools  and  provisions.  They  settled  on  Hemlock 
Hill,  four  miles  west  of  Pleasant  Valley.  They 
cleared  110  acres  of  heavy  forest  and  sowed  the 
land  in  the  fall  with  wheat.  The  next  year  the 
grain  was  cut  with  sickles  by  men  obtained  from 
Bath  and  Pleasant  Valley,  the  only  near  settle¬ 
ments.  The  wheat  was  threshed  in  the  winter 
with  flails  and  hauled  to  Bath  with  ox  teams, 
part  of  it  floured  and  part  stored,  and  the  whole 
product  floated  to  Baltimore  in  the  spring  of 
1802  on  arks.  It  was  sold  for  20  shillings  and  4 
pence  per  bushel.  Captain  Pratt  sold  his  wheat 
for  over  $2.50  per  bushel  and  came  back  from 
Baltimore  on  foot  with  nearly  $8,000  in  his 
pocket.  Captain  Joel  Pratt  when  bringing  his 
family  in  1802  with  horses  and  oxen,  blazed 
trees  for  a  number  of  miles  before  reaching  his 
destination. 

June  6,  1802  Captain  Joel  Pratt  and  William 
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Root  of  Albany,  purchased  the  township  of 
Prattsburg  from  Robert  Troop,  agent  of  the 
Pulteney  Estate.  This  area  was  purchased  on  a 
commission  basis. 

A  two-rod  road  was  opened  to  Middletown 
prior  to  1802,  which  extended  to  Bath  by  way  of 
Hemlock  Hill.  Uriah  Chapill  was  the  builder  of 
the  road.  The  nearest  mills  were  at  Naples  and 
Bath. 

The  Rev.  John  Niles  in  1803  held  the  first 
religious  service  in  Prattsburg  at  the  home  of 
Jared  Pratt,  and  from  that  day  the  people  of 
Prattsburg  have  not  been  without  religious  ser¬ 
vices.  This  was  the  foundation  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  in  Prattsburg. 

The  Baptist  Church  was  probably  organized 
in  1821  and  the  Methodist  Society,  as  early  as 
1829.  A  report  in  1855  shows  six  churches  in 
the  township:  two  Baptist,  two  Methodist,  one 
Presbyterian  and  one  Christian  Church. 

Prior  to  1812  there  were  four  schools  in 
operation  in  the  township. 

The  first  frame  building  was  erected  in  1804 
by  Joel  Pratt  and  the  first  frame  barn  by  Jared 
Pratt,  was  used  for  a  time  as  a  place  of  worship. 

Robert  Porter  moved  to  Prattsburg  in  1805. 
He  was  educated  at  Yale  and  was  an  outstanding 
Christian  man.  He  afterwards  served  as  first 
principal  at  Samuel  Kirkland’s  Academy  for  the 
Oneida  Indians  at  Clinton,  New  York,  which 
later  became  Hamilton  College.  He  became  a 
leading  exponent  of  higher  education  and  as  a 
result  of  his  encouragement  and  influence, 
Franklin  Academy  was  started. 

Franklin  Academy  in  Prattsburg  was  built 
in  1823,  and  was  chartered  February  23,  1824. 
The  Rev.  William  Beardsley  was  the  first  princi¬ 
pal.  This  academy  enjoyed  from  its  first  incep¬ 
tion  to  the  present  day  a  wide-spread  and  high- 
standing  reputation. 

Henry  Spaulding  was  born  near  Wheeler. 
He  obtained  his  education  at  Franklin  Academy 
by  exercising  great  self-denial.  Henry  Spaulding 


entered  the  ministry,  and  with  his  wife  became  a 
Presbyterian  missionary  to  the  Nez  Perce 
Indians.  They  went  to  Oregon  in  1836,  and  with 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Marcus  Whitman  were  the  first 
white  settlers  in  Oregon.  Theirs  was  the  first 
covered  wagon  to  make  the  long  journey  over  the 
Rocky  Mountains  into  the  Oregon  territory.  The 
Rev.  Henry  Spaulding  and  wife  received  during 
his  ministry  over  1,000  Indians  into  the  church, 
converted  through  their  labors.  These  heroic 
men,  Spaulding  and  Whitman,  by  their  courage 
and  devotion  saved  to  the  United  States,  Ore¬ 
gon  and  all  our  present  possessions  beyond  the 
Rocky  Mountains. 

Mrs.  Marcus  Whitman,  (Miss  Narcissa 
Prentiss),  was  a  much  beloved  student  at  Frank¬ 
lin  Academy,  and  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Prattsburg  Presbyterian  Church.  She  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Dr.  Marcus  Whitman  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Angelica.  She  and  her  husband  were 
massacred  by  the  Indians. 

In  the  southeastern  corner  of  this  town  is 
an  extensive  tract  of  muck  lands  which  is  being 
developed  and  profitably  tilled  for  truck  garden¬ 
ing.  Only  a  few  years  back  this  area  was  a  large 
and  forested  swamp. 

The  Prattsburg  Central  Rural  School  of 
today  has  a  faculty  of  19,  and  a  student  regis¬ 
tration  of  325.  The  school  occupies  a  large, 
most  modernly  equipped  and  imposing  structure. 
The  athletic  activities  are  under  the  instruction 
of  a  capable  instructor.  Baseball,  basketball, 
band  and  orchestra  of  35  pieces  are  outstanding 
features  carried  on  by  the  school. 

The  auditorium  is  large  with  a  seating 
capacity  of  650. 

A  program  in  visual  education  and  intra¬ 
mural  physical  education  are  other  outstanding 
activities  carried  on  at  this  school.  The  success 
of  the  Prattsburg  Central  Rural  School  is  due  to 
the  efforts  and  judgment  of  a  capable  Board  of 
Education  in  their  selection  of  an  efficient 
faculty. 


PULTENEY 

Pulteney  was  named  from  Sir  William  Pul- 
teney,  former  owner  of  the  Pulteney  tract.  This 
town  was  formed  from  Bath  February  12,  1808. 
Prattsburg  was  taken  off  in  1813  and  part  of 
Urbana  in  1848.  It  lays  upon  the  west  shore  of 
Keuka  Lake  and  is  a  northeast  corner  town  of 
the  county. 

The  surface  is  a  rolling  upland  700  to  900 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  lake.  The  declivities 
along  the  lake  shore  are  broken  by  numerous 
narrow  ravines  formed  by  small  streams.  The 
soil  is  chiefly  a  shaley  and  gravelly  loam  and  in 
some  parts  near  the  lake  it  is  clayey. 

Harmonyville  (Pulteney)  contained  in  1855 
two  churches  and  twenty  houses.  Bluffport 
(South  Pulteney)  twenty  houses.  Peltonville 
was  a  hamlet.  Gulicksville,  a  landing  on  the  lake, 
had  a  storehouse  and  eight  houses.  Settlement 
commenced  in  1802. 

The  first  settlers  were  Samuel  Miller,  John 
YanCamp,  G.  F.  Fitzsimmons,  John  Block, 
James  and  George  Simms,  Henry  Hoffman, 
Abraham  Bennett.  Shadrack  Norris  settled  in 
the  town  in  1805.  Samuel  and  Nathaniel  Wallis, 
John  Ells,  William  White,  James  Dailey,  Erastus 
Glass,  Harmon  Emmons  and  Seth  Pierce  in 
1806.  Rev.  Ephriam  Eggleston  was  the  first 
settled  preacher  in  the  town  in  1805.  Melchoor 
Waggoner  built  the  first  sawmill  in  1810  and  the 
first  grist-mill  in  1814.  Shadrack  Norris  kept 
the  first  inn  in  1807  and  Augustus  Tyler  the  first 
store  in  1808.  The  first  school  was  taught  by 
Polly  Wentworth  in  1808. 

There  were  societies  of  the  following  reli¬ 
gious  denominations:  Baptist,  Methodist,  Chris¬ 
tian,  Presbyterian  and  Congregationalist. 

Pulteney  village  is  situated  in  the  north¬ 
eastern  part  of  the  town  about  one  mile  west  of 
Keuka  Lake  landing.  Located  here  were  two 
churches,  three  general  stores,  two  steam  mills 
and  box  factories,  three  blacksmith  shops,  also  a 
distillery  operated  by  Amish  Tyler. 

South  Pulteney  is  a  hamlet  in  the  southern 
part  of  the  town.  It  has  a  Baptist  Church,  a 
steam  mill  and  box  factory.  Pulteney  was  the 
pioneer  town  in  Steuben  County  to  see  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  afforded  by  the  culture  of  grapes.  This 
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industry  beginning  with  a  few  vines  in  gardens, 
grew  to  great  proportions.  As  the  grape  industry 
grew  it  caused  a  number  of  other  manufacturing 
plants  to  spring  up.  As  the  acreage  increased, 
a  package  in  which  to  ship  to  market  became 
necessary,  and  in  consequence  several  box  fac¬ 
tories  were  erected  and  operated.  Also  several 
wineries  were  erected  for  the  making  of  wine, 
brandy  and  champagne. 

Josiah  W.  Prentiss  settled  in  Pulteney  in 
1814.  He  saw  the  possibilities  in  grape  culture 
and  was  the  pioneer  in  its  cultivation  in  Steuben 
County  for  market  production.  When  he  ha d 
three  acres  in  bearing,  it  is  related  that  he  ship¬ 
ped  a  ton  of  grapes  carefully  selected,  in  half¬ 
barrel  tubs  to  New  York.  On  arrival  there  they 
were  stored  in  the  Erie  R.  R.  freight  building 
No.  5  and  consigned  to  Mr.  Starin,  a  commission 
merchant.  This  man  knew  nothing  of  grapes. 
Mr.  Prentiss  went  to  New  York  to  look  after 


his  shipment.  Mr.  Starin  finally  directed  him  to 
a  merchant  on  Broadway,  who  after  much  per¬ 
suasion  agreed  to  try  3  tubs  daily,  since  more 
might  glut  the  market.  A  ton  of  grapes  was  un¬ 
heard  of  at  that  time.  The  3  tubs  were  soon  sold 
and  three  more  tubs  placed  on  sale.  These  in 
turn  were  quickly  disposed  of  and  more  tubs 
brought  forth  and  as  quickly  sold,  and  a  market 
for  grapes  in  quantity  established.  Thus  began 
a  large  industry  in  both  production  and  market¬ 
ing,  due  to  the  efforts  and  foresight  of  Mr.  Pren¬ 
tiss.  The  acreage  grew  from  three  acres  till 
today  many  thousands  of  acres  are  under  produc¬ 
tion  in  New  York  State. 

The  Second  Baptist  Church  was  organized 
in  1814  located  at  South  Pulteney. 

At  Pine  Grove  is  another  Baptist  Church 

At  Pulteney  village  is  a  Presbyterian  and 
also  a  Methodist  Church. 


RATHBONE 

Rathbone  was  named  from  General  Ransom 
Rathbone  who  settled  in  the  town  in  1842.  The 
town  was  formed  from  Addison,  Cameron  and 
Woodhull  March  28,  1856.  It  is  an  interior  town 
laying  south  of  the  center  of  the  county. 

Its  surface  consists  of  a  high  rolling  upland, 
broken  by  the  valleys  of  Canisteo  River  and  a 
branch  of  Tuscarora  Creek.  The  upland  is  300 
to  400  feet  above  the  valleys.  Naked  and  pre¬ 
cipitous  ledges  of  rock  crop  out  on  the  hillsides 
along  the  valleys.  The  soil  is  a  clayey  and  shaley 
loam  and  in  the  valleys  is  alluvium. 

Rathboneville  on  the  Canisteo  River  was  a 
station  on  the  Erie  R.  R.  and  contained  in  1855 
one  church,  a  flouring  mill  and  33  houses. 

West  Addison  (Saunders)  and  Cameron 
Mills  were  hamlets. 

The  first  settlements  were  made  in  1793  and 
1795.  James  Hadley  and  William  Benham  were 
the  first  settlers.  Among  the  early  settlers  were 
Isaac  and  Jonathan  Tracey,  Martin  Young, 
William  Morey,  Moses  Powers,  Zephaniah 
Townsend,  Thomas  Maybury  and  Samuel  Col- 
grove. 

Isaac  Tracey  built  the  first  sawmill  in  1806, 
and  the  first  grist-mill  in  1816.  Lemuel  Benham 
kept  the  first  inn  in  1804  and  General  Rathbone 
the  first  store  in  1842. 

Abel  White,  for  many  years  known  as  the 
most  successful  hunter  and  trapper  in  the  town, 
settled  on  the  flats  a  mile  above  the  village  of 
Rathbone  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  in  1804. 
On  June  24,  1804  his  son,  Luther  White  was 
born,  the  first  white  child  to  be  born  in  the  town. 
Abel  White  was  friendly  with  the  Indians  living 
along  the  river  who  cultivated  and  harvested 
small  patches  of  corn. 

The  Canisteo  River  was  alive  with  fish 
which  gathered  in  shoals  at  the  riffles  and  were 
easily  caught.  Shad  ascended  the  river  annually 
in  great  numbers. 

The  first  cheese  factory  erected  in  Rath¬ 
bone  was  in  1875  by  John  Adamson.  Above  the 
cheese  factory  on  Helmer  Creek  was  at  one  time 
a  large  shingle  mill,  long  since  burned. 

Cameron  Mills  was  first  known  as  Hub- 
bardsville.  Daniel  Hubbard  from  Broome 


County  settled  here  and  built  and  operated  the 
first  flouring  mill  and  also  the  first  store. 

This  village  in  the  early  days  besides  the 
mill,  contained  two  blacksmith  and  wagon  shops, 
a  store,  sawmill,  hotel  and  schoolhouse.  Colonel 
F.  B.  Hubbard  and  his  brother  C.  P.  Hubbard 
built  roads  in  1829. 

Most  of  the  hill  lands  were  covered  with 
hard  timber  while  the  ravines  and  lower  lands 
back  from  the  river  were  covered  with  large 
stands  of  hemlock.  In  that  part  of  the  town 
south  of  the  river  were  four  sawmills.  Seth 
Cook  one  of  the  first  settlers  and  one  of  the  oldest 
lumbermen  in  the  town  was  the  owner  of  the  mill 
containing  planing,  lath  and  shingle  machines. 

The  “Gospel  lot”  of  100  acres,  donated  by 
Pulteney  Estate  to  the  first  religious  organiza¬ 
tion  in  the  original  town  of  Woodhull  is  situated 
in  the  town  of  Rathbone.  This  lot  was  farmed 
by  the  organization. 

The  Magnolia  House  was  built  in  1850.  It 
was  a  two-story  hotel  with  25  rooms  and  it  was  a 
going  hotel  in  its  day.  Many  dances  and  parties 
were  held  there. 

There  were  two  cheese  factories,  one  was 
one  mile  east  of  Rathbone  village  and  the  other 
at  South  Rathbone. 

The  old  hotel  at  Cameron  Mills  was  pur¬ 
chased  by  the  Masonic  Fraternity  and  was  re¬ 
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modeled  for  their  use.  The  postoffice  is  included 
in  this  building. 

Seth  Cook  had  a  sawmill  and  manufactured 
hand  rakes  on  Saunders  Creek.  About  1  Vi  miles 
north  from  the  river  road  toward  Risingville  he 
erected  a  steam  sawmill  about  1865  and  changed 
the  upright  saw  to  a  circular  saw  in  1872. 

In  1855  there  were  two  Methodist  Episcopal 
Churches  in  Rathbone.  It  is  recorded  that  the 
first  religious  meetings  were  held  in  the  town  in 
1831. 

The  first  schoolhouse  was  built  on  the  land 
of  Jacob  Cole.  The  town  was  well  provided  with 
schools  at  an  early  date. 

Rev.  Abner  Chase  visited  the  valley  in  1812 
making  his  circuit  on  horseback.  He  was  joined 
later  in  his  long  circuit  by  Rev.  Ebenezer  White 
and  Charles  Giles. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  formed  a 
class  at  the  Town  Line  schoolhouse  in  1831. 

In  1844-45  a  church  was  built  in  the  town  of 
Cameron,  joining  the  x^ddison  line,  known  as  the 
Town  Line  Church. 

The  formation  of  the  town  of  Rathbone 
placed  this  church  in  the  center  of  the  town. 

In  1847  a  class  was  formed  at  the  Cole 
schoolhouse.  They  joined  in  building  a  large 
edifice  in  the  village  of  Rathboneville  which  was 
dedicated  in  1850  and  is  joined  by  a  handsome 
parsonage. 


THURSTON 

Thurston  was  named  from  William  R. 
Thurston,  a  landholder  residing  in  New  York 
City  or  vicinity.  This  town  was  formed  from 
Cameron  February  28,  1844.  It  is  an  interior 
town,  laying  just  southeast  of  the  center  of  the 
county. 

Its  surface  is  mostly  a  high  broken  upland 
forming  a  portion  of  the  dividing  ridge  between 
Conhocton  and  Canisteo  Rivers.  Summits  of 
the  hills  are  500  to  600  feet  above  the  river  val¬ 
leys.  The  streams  are  Stocking  Creek  from  the 
northwest,  Michigan  Creek  in  the  south,  also 
Otter  Creek  flowing  in  deep  narrow  ravines 
bordered  by  steep  hillsides.  The  soil  is  a  shaley 
and  gravelly  loam. 

Merchantville  in  the  east,  Bonny  Hill  in 
the  northwest  and  Risingville  in  the  west,  were 
hamlets.  Thurston  and  South  Thurston  were 
Postoffices.  The  first  settlers  were  William 
Smith,  Luke  Bonney  and  Anderson  Carpenter 
at  Bonny  Hill  in  1813.  Amos  Dickinson  settled 
in  1814,  Joseph  Fluent  at  Bonny  Hill  in  1817. 
The  first  settlers  at  Aldrich  settlement  (South 
Thurston)  were  William  Jack,  Samuel  Fisk  and 
Thomas  Aldrich  in  1823. 

The  first  school  was  taught  at  Bonny  Hill 
by  Caroline  Vinan  in  1818.  The  first  store  was 
kept  by  Harlow  Sears  at  Risingville.  No  tavern 
was  ever  kept  in  the  town  and  no  license  was 
ever  granted  to  sell  liquor.  The  first  religious 
association  (Methodist  Episcopal)  was  formed 
in  1814.  Rev.  Parker  Buell  was  the  first 
preacher. 

The  census  reports  four  churches,  two  M. 
E.,  a  Baptist  and  a  Christian. 

Luke  Bonney  received  much  encouragement 
from  the  land  office  and  was  awarded  the  job  of 
cutting  a  road  from  Bath  south  through  the  town 
of  Thurston  crossing  Otter  Creek  at  Risingville. 

Friends  Pond  (named  in  1880)  located  in 
the  town  of  Thurston  is  so  called  because  early 
settlers  were  of  the  Society  of  Friends. 

Goodhue  Lake  is  partly  in  the  town  of 
Thurston  near  a  settlement  which  was  called 
New  Michigan. 

The  first  sawmill  was  built  by  Parris  Whee- 
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lock  on  Otter  Creek  near  the  east  line  of  the 
town. 

The  variety  of  pleasures  to  be  had  near 
Otter  Creek  were  hunting,  fishing,  clearing  new 
land,  or  searching  the  deep  woods  for  stray  cat¬ 
tle.  Edwin  Merchant  came  from  Herkimer 
County  in  1841  and  purchased  from  the  land 
office  the  site  of  the  present  village,  opened  a 
blacksmith  and  wagon  shop  in  the  woods.  In 
1845  he  built  the  first  sawmill. 

At  Risingville  in  1855  there  were  8  stores, 
a  saw  and  shingle  mill,  2  blacksmith  shops,  a 
wagon  and  paint  shop,  M.  E.  Church  and  par¬ 
sonage,  schoolhouse  and  26  dwellings. 

Three  miles  toward  Campbell  in  the  eastern 
part  of  Thurston  was  Merchantville,  where  there 
was  a  sawmill.  Fenner  Eddy,  in  1832,  opened 
a  custom  tannery  on  the  place  now  occupied  by 
his  son.  Also  there  was  Mr.  Balleau’s  wagon 
shop,  a  half-dozen  other  shops  and  a  schoolhouse 
in  which  religious  meetings  were  held. 

The  Risingville  mill  was  the  leading  insti¬ 
tution  of  its  kind.  Two  40-horse  power  engines 
furnished  the  power  for  the  Risingville  mills. 

Stephen  Aldrich  and  Fenner  Eddy’s  names 
appeared  often  on  the  town  clerk’s  book  as  re¬ 
ceiving  wolf  bounties. 

Peter  Bightly  bought  a  large  tract  of  tim¬ 
ber  around  Goodhue  Lake  and  erected  a  saw¬ 
mill.  At  one  time  there  were  three  sawmills  on 
Stocking  Creek  before  it  reached  the  river. 

A  wagon  and  carriage  factory  was  operated 
at  Merchantville. 

Friends  Lake  and  Cranberry  Lake  were 
both  applied  to  the  same  pond.  Goodhue  Lake 
covered  about  50  acres.  Otter  Creek  flows  into 
Michigan  Creek. 

Early  post  offices  in  the  town  were  Rising¬ 
ville,  Thurston,  South  Thurston  and  Corbet  Hill. 

In  1852  at  Risingville  there  was  a  clearing 
of  some  15  acres  in  the  valley  on  which  there 
stood  two  houses,  one  of  which  was  occupied  by 
Noble  H.  Rising. 

The  Rising*ville  mill  was  a  leading  institu¬ 
tion  of  its  kind.  An  old-fashioned  gate  with  a 
single  saw  cut  all  dimensions  of  lumber  to  order. 


A  second  saw  cut  the  sides  of  the  logs  into 
boards,  leaving  the  flat  body  to  be  turned  down 
and  run  through  the  30  saws  of  the  “gang” 
which  left  it  a  pile  of  finished  boards,  ready  to 
be  stored  in  the  mill  yard,  or  hauled  on  wagons 
to  Campbell  town  for  shipment.  A  shingle  mill, 
a  picket-saw,  wood-saw,  and  an  edger  completed 
the  equipment.  Some  30  hands  were  required  in 
and  about  the  mill.  A  blacksmith  shop  was  a 
necessary  adjunct.  A  large  boarding  house  was 
built  near  the  mill  for  the  single  hands  and 
cabins  were  erected  along  the  road  for  the 
families  of  the  married  men. 

The  old  Rising  house  still  stands  in  Rising¬ 
ville. 

Harlow  Sears  kept  the  first  store  in  Rising¬ 
ville  near  the  mill. 

In  1855  there  were  4  churches  in  Thurston. 

At  the  site  of  the  old  sawmill  on  Stocking 
Creek  there  is  a  colony  of  beavers. 

There  were  two  cheese  factories  in  the  town. 
THURSTON  CHURCHES 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 

Rev.  Buel  Parker  was  the  pioneer  preacher, 
having  held  meetings  at  the  homes  of  the  settlers 
as  early  as  1814. 

Later,  services  were  held  in  the  old  log 
school,  then  in  the  schoolhouse  which  stands  near 
the  church  which  was  erected  in  1826. 

The  church  was  built  and  dedicated  in  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1843. 

The  Christian  church  was  organized  at 
Smith’s  schoolhouse  in  the  town  of  Bath  March 
26,  1836. 

In  the  year  1842  this  society  was  transferred 
to  West  Hill  and  the  church  edifice  was  dedicated 
in  1852. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Rising¬ 
ville,  held  its  first  meetings  in  the  old  red  school- 
house  before  1840. 

Services  were  held  in  the  old  Sears  store, 
and  in  the  Aldrich  schoolhouse  until  1864  when 
a  fine  church  building  was  erected  and  dedicated. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Mer¬ 
chantville  organized  a  class  before  1850,  the 
church  was  dedicated  in  1861. 


82 


TROUPSBURG 

Troupsburg  was  named  for  Robert  Troop 
of  New  York  City,  General  Agent  of  the  Pulte- 
ney  Estate.  This  town  was  formed  from  Middle- 
town  (now  Addison)  and  Canisteo  February  12, 
1808.  Parts  of  Greenwood  and  Jasper  were 
taken  off  in  1827  and  a  part  of  Woodhull  in  1828. 
A  part  of  Canisteo  was  annexed  April  4,  1818. 
It  lays  on  the  south  border  of  the  county  west  of 
the  center. 

Its  surface  is  principally  a  hilly  upland 
broken  by  the  deep  valleys  of  small  streams.  The 
highest  summits  are  2,500  feet  above  tide  and 
are  the  highest  points  in  the  county.  Troups 
Creek  flowing  south  is  the  principal  stream.  The 
soil  is  a  slatey  and  clayey  loam. 

Troupsburg  Center  (Troupsburg)  is  on 
Troups  Creek  near  the  center  of  the  town  and 
contained  an  academy  and  twenty  dwellings  in 
1855.  South  Troupsburg  contained  16  dwellings. 
East  Troupsburg,  West  Troupsburg  and  Young 
Hickory  are  hamlets. 

The  pioneer  settler  was  Samuel  B.  Rice 
from  Connecticut  who  located  east  of  the  cen¬ 
ter  of  the  town  in  1805.  Peter  Young  and  Peter 
Dalson  from  Addison  settled  near  Mr.  Rice  in 
1806.  Lt.  Reynolds  and  Jonathan  Rodgers  set¬ 
tled  at  the  same  place  in  1809,  George  Martin 
in  1810  and  James  Works  in  1811.  Abner 


Thomas  taught  the  first  school  located  a  little 
east  of  Troupsburg  village.  Lt.  Reynolds  kept 
the  first  inn  four  miles  from  the  Center,  and 
Ichabod  C.  Leach  the  first  store  two  miles  from 
the  Center.  George  Martin  erected  the  first 
grist-mill  at  Troupsburg  village. 

The  first  religious  association  (Methodist 
Episcopal)  was  formed  at  the  home  of  Samuel 
Cady  by  Rev.  Parker  Buell,  the  first  preacher. 
The  Methodist  Church  in  Troupsburg  dates  its 
history  back  to  the  year  1819.  The  society  was 
donated  the  “Gospel  Lot”  of  100  acres  of  land 
by  the  Pulteney  Association. 

The  census  of  1860  states  that  Troupsburg 
had  an  Academy  with  an  enrollment  of  60  pupils. 
For  many  years  this  Academy  enjoyed  a  pros¬ 
perous  existence,  and  afforded  advantages  that 
were  not  obtained  in  all  towns  of  the  county. 
After  its  destruction  by  fire,  the  Academy  was 
followed  by  a  Union  Free  School  District  of 
excellent  standing.  In  1935  this  in  turn  became 
the  Troupsburg  Central  Rural  School  of  today. 
The  Principal  at  the  time  of  centralization  was 
Wood  Howell  who  wras  instrumental  in  the 
change. 

“Highup”  was  a  post  office  at  East  Troups¬ 
burg,  with  Samuel  S.  Wyckofif  as  postmaster. 
One  of  the  earliest  cheese  factories  in  the  town 
was  located  at  the  Center,  and  was  owned  and 
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operated  by  James  McKinley,  while  one  of  the 
first  stores  at  the  Center  was  kept  by  Wesley  N. 
Griggs.  Another  early  settler  was  Byron  Jones, 
a  teacher  and  storekeeper.  Mr.  Bentzein  operated 
a  cooper  shop  and  George  Blowers  &  Sons,  a 
blacksmith  shop.  Lewis  Wilson  Rude  was  a 
cabinet  maker,  making  furniture  and  coffins. 
He  also  had  a  wagon  shop. 

First  steps  in  the  organization  of  a  Baptist 
Society  were  taken  May  5,  1835.  In  1836  at  a 
meeting  the  society  was  accepted  by  the  Associa¬ 
tion.  In  early  days  meetings  were  held  in  vari¬ 
ous  houses  throughout  the  town,  until  1839  when 
the  schoolhouse  was  built  in  School  District  No. 
4  at  East  Troupsburg  and  occupied  by  the 
Society.  The  Rev.  J.  M.  Wade  preached  at  the 
schoolhouse  at  Troupsburg  Center  as  early  as 
1844.  The  Baptist  Church  of  Troupsburg  was 
dedicated  in  1874  by  the  Rev.  N.  S.  Reynolds  of 
Tioga. 

The  Free-Will  Baptist  Church  was  organ¬ 
ized  in  1850,  the  Rev.  B.  F.  Mack  having  been 
the  pioneer  preacher. 

Troupsburg  Central  Rural  School 

The  first  school  opened  about  1848  in  a 


frame  building  which  stood  near  the  store  of 
Charles  El  well,  with  Abner  Thomas  as  the  first 
teacher.  About  1870  the  school  became  a  two- 
room  school.  Due  to  the  growth  in  population 
of  the  village  and  immediate  region,  it  became 
necessary  to  provide  increased  accommodations. 

In  1882  a  larger  building  was  erected  and 
in  1892  the  school  received  a  charter  from  the 
state  as  a  Union  Free  School  with  a  faculty  of 
six  teachers,  the  registration  varying  from  60 
to  90  pupils.  It  maintained  a  three-year  high 
school  course  in  1890. 

In  1939  it  became  the  Troupsburg  Central 
Rural  School  with  a  four-year  high  school  course. 
The  faculty  numbers  15  and  the  pupil  regis¬ 
tration  is  213.  The  building  of  today  is  impos¬ 
ing,  commodious  and  modernly  equipped,  with 
an  auditorium  of  450  seating  capacity  and  a 
gymnasium.  Among  its  activities  are  included 
the  following  courses:  Home  Making,  Agricul¬ 
ture  and  Music. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  from  early  days  the 
community  has  ever  been  mindful  of  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  their  school  system  and  the  efficiency 
of  their  teachers. 


TUSCARORA 

Tuscarora,  formerly  a  part  of  the  town  of 
Addison,  was  set  off  from  Addison  December 
13,  1859.  The  town  was  first  called  “Orville” 
and  later  changed  to  “Tuscarora”,  the  name  of 
the  adopted  tribe  making  the  6th  Nation  of  the 
Iroquois  Confederacy.  The  Tuscaroras  were  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  Indians  and  adopted  in  the  year 
1712. 

William  Wombough  of  New  Jersey  pur¬ 
chased  187  acres  of  land  in  the  Tuscarora  Valley. 
He  engaged  in  lumbering  quite  extensively  for  a 
time  and  cleared  a  tract  of  land  and  raised  grain. 
The  latter  commodity  was  much  sought  by  set¬ 
tlers.  In  1806  pioneer  Wombough  built  a  grist¬ 
mill  on  his  land  in  the  valley.  He  also  built  the 
first  sawmill  in  1805.  The  neighborhood  of 
Wombough’s  mills  early  became  a  place  of 
prominence,  making  him  a  leading  man  of  the 
region  and  all  honors  which  came  to  him  were 
worthily  bestowed.  The  Wombough  family  were 
for  many  years  millers  and  farmers. 

William  Wombough  built  three  sawmills  in 
Tuscarora.  William  Wombough,  Jr.,  built  a 
woolen  mill  in  1844  at  the  expense  of  $14,000.00. 
The  mill  operated  250  spindles  and  employed  30 
operators  for  20  years.  It  was  an  important  in¬ 
dustry  to  the  towns  of  Campbell,  Corning,  Caton 
and  surrounding  towns  in  northern  Pennsylva¬ 
nia.  Later  generations  succeeded  the  pioneer. 

Other  early  settlers  in  the  town  of  Tusca¬ 
rora  were  Amos  Doll,  located  at  a  place  called 
Carrtown,  later  Addison  Hill.  Amos  Towsley, 
Jesse  Rowley,  Solomon  Colgrove  were  all  settled 
near  Wombough’s.  Daniel  Strait,  an  old  Revo¬ 
lutionary  soldier,  came  in  1809.  Asahel  Thomas, 
Joseph  Gile,  John  C.  Orr  and  other  members 
(Levi,  Aaron  and  Robert)  of  the  Orr  family. 
These  early  inhabitants  of  the  Tuscarora  Valley 
were  a  hardy  and  determined  set  of  men  to  whom 
the  ordinary  privations  of  pioneership  were  not 
a  discouraging  obstacle.  At  that  time  their  town¬ 
ship  formed  a  part  of  the  older  jurisdiction  of 
Addison.  The  village  was  several  miles  distant. 
The  name,  Orr  Settlement,  came  from  the  Orr 
family  who  were  an  earnest  and  hard-working 
family  and  deserved  the  position  they  held  in  the 
community. 
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The  cooper  shop  at  Liberty  Pole  made  bar¬ 
rels  for  shipment  to  Cuba  for  sugar.  The  bar¬ 
rels  were  shipped  by  boat  in  “knock-down”  shape 
and  in  bundles.  When  nearing  Cuba  coopers 
would  set  up  the  barrels  to  be  ready  for  the  re¬ 
turn  trip  to  the  United  States  filled  with  sugar. 

T.  P.  Wells  operated  a  sawmill  at  Freeman. 

First  blacksmith  was  Mr.  Albee  at  Freeman. 

Considerable  tobacco  was  raised  in  the  early 
days. 

There  was  also  a  tannery,  wagon  shop,  sev¬ 
eral  blacksmith  shops,  a  hotel,  several  general 
stores  and  sawmills. 

The  old  plank  road  which  ran  through  the 
valley  from  Addison  to  Elkland,  Pa.  was  opened 
in  1851  and  was  discontinued  in  1878. 

Tuscarora  was  formed  December  13,  1859 
and  as  of  this  date  is  the  youngest  township  in  the 
county. 


The  First  Methodist  Church  of  Addison  was 
formed  in  Tuscarora  before  it  became  a  separate 
town. 

The  first  meetings  were  held  in  the  early 
settlers’  homes  before  1829. 

The  class  was  formed  in  1833,  and  a  lot  of 
50  acres  was  given  the  society  by  the  Pulteney 
Estate.  This  was  called  the  “Gospel  Lot”.  The 
present  church  stands  near  the  site  of  the  old 
log  schoolhouse  where  early  services  were  held. 

The  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  of  Tusca¬ 
rora  was  organized  in  1826  as  a  Free  Commu¬ 
nion  Church,  changed  to  Free  Will  character  in 
1842. 

The  church  edifice  in  the  valley  was  built 
in  1847. 

A  society  has  been  formed  in  the  southeast 
part  of  the  town. 
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Urbana  was  formed  from  Bath  April  17, 
1822.  A  part  was  annexed  to  Bath  in  1839,  a 
part  of  Wheeler  was  annexed  May  3,  1839  and 
a  part  of  Pulteney  April  12,  1848.  It  lays  at 
the  head  of  Keuka  Lake,  northeast  of  the  center 
of  the  county. 


Its  surface  is  divided  by  Pleasant  Valley,  a 
continuation  of  Crooked  Lake  Valley,  into  two 
series  of  uplands  rising  800  to  1,000  feet  above 
the  lake.  Cold  Springs  Creek  takes  its  rise  in 
this  valley  and  flows  northeast  to  the  lake.  The 
soil  in’the  valleys  is  alluvium  and  on  the  hill  tops 
a  heavy  gravelly  loam.  From  their  sheltered 
situation  the  slopes  of  the  hills  descending  to  the 
south  and  east  are  finely  adapted  to  the  culture 
of  grapes. 

In  1857  thirty  acres  were  devoted  to  vine¬ 
yards  and  the  success  of  the  experiment  was  so 
great  that  the  number  of  acres  was  doubled  in 
1858.  There  are  more  than  2,000  acres  in  the 
town  with  the  south  and  east  inclination  adapted 
to  this  purpose.  Hammondsport  at  the  head,  of 
Ihe  lake  was  incorporated  June  16,  1856.  It  re¬ 
ceived  its  name  from  Lazarus  Hammond  who 
came  from  Dansville  in  1810  to  Cold  Spring.  He 
became  a  large  shipper  of  grain  and  farm  pro¬ 
duce  by  canal  boat  over  Keuka  Lake.  A  daily 
line  of  steamboats  plied  between  this  place  and 
Penn  Yan.  Its  population  in  1855  was  560. 
North  Urbana  in  the  northeast  part  of  the  town 
contained  two  churches  and  twenty  houses.  Cold 
Springs  was  a  hamlet  and  Mt.  Washington  on  the 
southeast  was  a  post  office.  William  Aulls  and 
his  son  Ephriam  from  Pennsylvania  settled  at 
Pleasant  Valley  in  1793.  Samuel  Baker,  Eli 
Read  and  Captain  Shether,  James  Shether  and 
Richard  Daniels  settled  in  1795.  These  settlers 
were  from  New  England,  most  of  them  from 
Connecticut.  They  had  served  through  the  Revo¬ 
lutionary  War,  some  of  them  with  distinction  as 
officers,  and  all  were  inured  to  the  privations  and 
dangers  incident  to  pioneer  settlement.  Elder 
Ephriam  Sanford,  Baptist  minister,  preached  the 
first  sermon  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Baker  in  1795. 
Eliphalet  Norris  taught  the  first  school  in  1795 
at  Pleasant  Valley.  Caleb  Chapman  kept  the 
first  inn  at  North  Urbana.  Henry  A.  Townsend 
kept  the  first  store  at  Cold  Springs  in  1815.  John 
Shether  built  the  first  sawmill  in  Pleasant  Valley 
in  1795.  General  George  McClure  built  the  first 
grist-mill  at  Cold  Springs  in  1802.  Cornelius 
Younglove  settled  at  Pleasant  Valley  in  1807. 

The  town  was  noted  for  the  fine  yield  and 
quality  of  wheat  and  wool. 
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It  has  long  been  noted  for  its  excellent 
grapes  and  other  small  fruits.  The  wines,  bran¬ 
dies  and  champagnes  made  from  Hammondsport 
grapes  are  widely  renowned. 

Besides  the  prominence  that  Hammondsport 
has  derived  from  its  grapes  and  wines,  world¬ 
wide  importance  was  given  the  community  as 
the  home  of  Glenn  Curtiss,  the  manufacturer  of 
Curtiss  airplanes. 

The  first  public  flight  in  an  aeroplane  was 
made  by  Glenn  H.  Curtiss  over  the  Champlin 
and  Younglove  farms  near  the  village  of  Ham¬ 
mondsport,  N.  Y.,  July  4,  1908.  The  flight  by 
Mr.  Curtiss  was  the  world’s  first,  pre-announced 
aeroplane  flight  of  more  than  one  kilometer.  A 
crowd  had  gathered  for  the  event  from  New 
York,  Washington  and  other  cities  besides  many 
from  the  immediate  region.  The  spectators 
waited  throughout  the  day,  for  these  early  ma¬ 
chines  were  so  fragile  no  attempt  was  made  to 
fly  them  if  any  breeze  were  stirring.  It  was 
nearly  sundown  before  Mr.  Curtiss  signalled  for 
Starting  the  motor.  Flying  straight  down  the 
course  until  the  kilometer  mark  was  passed,  he 
then  continued  onward  to  complete  the  first  flight 
of  one  mile.  For  this  feat,  accomplished  July  4, 

1908,  the  first  pre-announced  flight  of  more  than 
one  kilometer,  he  received  the  “Scientific  Ameri¬ 
can  Trophy”. 

Flying  a  Curtiss  machine  with  a  Curtiss 
motor,  Mr.  Curtiss  was  awarded  other  prizes  in 

1909.  On  August  29,  1929,  Mr.  Curtiss  received 
a  cash  prize  of  $5,000  at  Rheims,  France.  In 
the  same  year  he  received  the  Italian  Grand  Prex 
prize,  won  at  Brescia,  Italy. 

The  U.  S.  Navy  began  its  first  aviation  work 
at  Hammondsport  in  1911,  establishing  its  first 
aviation  camp  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Keuka,  at 
the  invitation  of  Mr.  Curtiss  who  offered  free 
instruction  in  aviation  to  Army  and  Navy  offi¬ 
cers.  Hammondsport  and  its  nearby  flying  fields 
was  the  rendezvous  of  Army  and  Navy  officers 
from  all  over  the  world,  of  scientists,  of  sports¬ 
men  seeking  a  new  thrill,  of  the  dare-devil  exhi¬ 
bition  flyers  who  entertained  the  world  during 
the  period  between  1909  and  the  opening  of  the 
World  War. 


The  Baptist  Church  in  the  town  of  Urbana 
includes  two  separate  organizations,  one  known 
as  the  Urbana  Baptist  Church  formed  in  1835, 
and  the  South  Urbana  Church  formed  in  1891. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Urbana 
comprises  two  society  organizations  and  two 
charges  at  Hammondsport  and  North  Urbana. 

The  Presbyterian  Church  of  Hammonds¬ 
port  was  organized  September  14,  1831.  The 
house  of  worship  was  dedicated  in  1847,  the  par¬ 
sonage  was  purchased  in  1849. 

St.  James  Church,  Hammondsport,  was  organ¬ 
ized  June  15,  1829. 

In  1833  the  old  church  was  consecrated. 

The  corner-stone  of  the  new  church  was  laid 
April  18,  1876,  it  was  consecrated  in  1877. 
Glenn  H.  Curtiss  Memorial  and  Central  Rural 
School,  Hammondsport,  N.  Y. 

From  the  first  school  in  the  town  of  Urbana 
at  Pleasant  Valley  in  1795  to  the  present  impos¬ 
ing  and  very  modern  school  building  at  Ham¬ 
mondsport  is  a  span  of  147  years.  The  first 
schoolhouse  in  the  village  of  Hammondsport  was 
built  in  1827  on  the  present  site  of  the  St.  James 
Episcopal  Church.  The  large  stone  school  build¬ 
ing  was  erected  for  an  academy  in  1858.  J.  W. 
McLaury  was  the  principal  for  6  years  while  it 
continued  as  an  academy.  In  1879  the  school 
employed  3  teachers,  and  4  during  the  winter. 
About  this  time  it  was  changed  to  a  Union  Free 
School  under  the  management  of  a  Board  of 
Education.  December  7,  1897  the  academic  de¬ 
partment  was  authorized  as  a  High  School.  The 
area  was  centralized  in  1941,  and  at  present  has 
an  enrollment  of  about  600  students.  The  facili¬ 
ties  are  a  large  new  building,  combined  gym- 
auditorium,  separate  home  economics  unit  and 
agricultural  department,  athletic  field  adjoining 
building  and  large  separate  playing  field,  auto¬ 
matic  heating  and  lighting  unit.  Also  inter¬ 
communicating  and  public  address  system  and 
large  modern  busses  for  transportation.  Extra 
curricular  activities  are  dramatics,  publications, 
intramural  sports,  public  speaking,  clubs,  choral 
work,  band.  There  are  33  members  constituting 
the  present  faculty,  with  John  Arden  Woodall, 
principal. 
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WAYLAND 

Wayland  was  formed  from  Cohocton  and 
Dansville  April  12,  1848.  A  part  of  Fremont 
was  taken  off  in  1854.  It  is  the  most  western 
town  upon  the  north  border  of  the  county.  Its 
surface  is  rolling  upland  in  the  north  and  moder¬ 
ately  hilly  in  the  south.  It  forms  a  portion  of 
the  watershed  between  the  Susquehanna  River 
and  Lake  Ontario  and  its  highest  summits  are 
1600  to  1800  feet  above  the  tide.  Its  streams  are 


small  creeks  and  brooks.  Loon  and  Mud  Lakes 
are  situated  in  a  valley  in  the  south  part  of  the 
town  and  their  waters  flow  in  opposite  directions. 
The  outlet  of  Loon  Lake  is  subterranean  for  half 
a  mile  and  where  it  comes  to  the  surface  it  was 
of  sufficient  volume  to  form  a  valuable  mill 
stream.  At  one  time  there  were  no  less  than  14 
mills  powered  by  this  stream.  The  soil  in  the 
north  is  gravel  and  muck  and  in  the  south  a 
shaley  loam. 

Wayland  (Wayland  Depot)  in  1855,  located 
in  the  northeast  part  of  the  town,  contained  40 
dwellings.  It  is  a  station  on  the  Corning  and 
Rochester  branch  of  the  Erie  R.  R. 

Perkinsville,  two  and  one-half  miles  south¬ 
west  of  Wayland,  contained  two  churches  and 
30  dwellings.  Portway  is  the  name  of  the  sta¬ 
tion  on  the  D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.,  that  is  the  hamlet 
of  Perkinsville. 

Patchin  Mills  was  a  post  office  and  a  ham¬ 
let  21/2  miles  south  of  Wayland  village. 

The  first  settlement  was  made  in  1806  and 
1807  by  Captain  Thomas  Bowles  and  John  H. 
Miller  in  the  north  part  of  the  town.  Among  the 
early  settlers  were  Adam  Zimmerman,  David 
Brown,  Mr.  Kaizier,  Steven  Hicks  and  Thomas 
Begole.  Adam  Zimmerman  settled  where  the 
depot  now  is.  Solomon,  James  and  Elisha 
Brownson  and  Isaac  Willie  settled  at  Loon  Lake 
in  1813.  Osgood  Carlton  at  the  south  end  of 
Loon  Lake  and  Solomon  Draper  on  the  west  side. 
In  the  center  of  the  town  Dennis  Hess  and  Sam¬ 
uel  Draper  settled.  Walter  Patchin  and  his  son, 
Dr.  Warren  Patchin  settled  at  Patchinville. 

The  only  road  passing  through  the  town  was 
that  of  the  old  road  from  Bath  to  Dansville. 

Dr.  Warren  Patchin  built  a  sawmill  in  1820 
and  a  grist-mill  in  1822. 

At  Patchinville  four  corners,  Dr.  Warren 
Patchin  in  1824  built  a  hotel  of  21  rooms.  This 
was  on  the  stagecoach  route  from  New  York  to 
Buffalo.  It  was  a  station  on  the  route  where 
they  changed  horses  regularly.  Besides  a  general 
store,  he  operated  a  large  cheese  factory  and  also 
built  a  flouring  mill  in  1822.  The  Honorable 
Gordon  Patchin  was  a  member  of  the  New  York 
State  Assembly. 

The  first  sawmill  was  built  by  Benjamin 
Perkins  and  the  first  grist-mill  by  Dugald  Cam- 


89 


cron  and  Obijah  Fowler  in  1816.  Another  inn 
was  kept  by  Samuel  Taggert  in  1827  and  James 
L.  Monier  kept  the  first  store  in  1830.  The  first 
school  was  taught  by  Thomas  Wilber  in  1811. 

A  plank  road  extended  from  Patchinville  to 
Wayland  and  Dansville  in  1842.  Gates  were 
erected  and  tolls  collected. 

Erastus  Ames  was  a  noted  hunter  of  this 
region. 

The  name  Wayland  was  given  to  the  town 
in  allusion  to  a  hymn  called  “Wayland”  sung  by 
Dr.  Patchin  at  a  fortunate  moment. 

Perkinsville  was  named  from  Benjamin  Per¬ 
kins  who  was  a  prominent  man  in  that  part  of 
the  town. 

The  first  town  meeting  of  Wayland  was 
held  at  the  public  house  at  Patchin  Mills  in  1848. 

In  1879  Wayland  village  contained  two 
churches,  five  hotels  and  the  following  stores  and 
shops :  two  drygoods,  two  drug,  one  harness,  two 
hardware,  six  grocery,  one  clothing  and  one 
merchant  tailoring  stores,  two  boot  and  shoe 
shops,  two  furniture  stores,  two  meat  markets, 
two  wagon  and  carriage  shops  and  two  printing 
shops  with  weekly  newspapers,  one  jewelry  store 
and  four  blacksmith  shops. 

Wayland  had  one  plaster  mill,  one  planing, 
sash  and  blind  factory,  two  sawmills,  one  furni¬ 
ture  factory,  one  steam  power  cider  mill,  two 
grain  warehouses,  one  cigar  factory  and  one  gun- 
shop. 

There  are  considerable  marl  deposits  in 
Wayland  from  which  “Portland”  cement  was 
made.  Located  near  Perkinsville  are  deposits 
of  marl.  It  is  stated  that  a  number  of  masto- 
donic  bones  were  excavated  from  these  beds. 

The  Gunlocke  chair  factory  and  silk  mill  are 
the  largest  industries  in  the  village  of  Wayland 
today. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  was  the  pioneer 
church,  yet,  there  is  no  reliable  data  of  its  first 
meetings.  The  Christian  Church  was  organized 
in  1864.  The  German  Evangelical  Church  dates 
its  organization  at  about  1868.  In  Perkinsville 
the  Church  of  the  Sacred  Heart  was  organized 
in  1850.  Connected  with  the  church  is  a  paroch¬ 
ial  school.  This  school  was  first  taught  in  the 
church  by  Nicholas  Zimmerman.  It  now  occu¬ 


pies  a  large  building  with  a  teaching  faculty  of 
several  nuns.  In  Wayland  St.  Joseph’s  Roman 
Catholic  Church  was  organized  as  a  parish  in 
1880  and  incorporated  the  following  year. 

St.  Joseph’s  School  was  founded  about  1895 
and  was  started  in  a  small  wooden  structure 
which  housed  two  nuns,  who  taught  the  pupils  of 
two  classrooms  adjoining.  The  first  graduation 
was  in  1898,  the  class  numbering  two.  Now  it  is 
a  beautiful  brick  structure,  built  in  1931,  contain¬ 
ing  five  well  equipped,  modern  classrooms.  Reg¬ 
istration  is  about  125  yearly,  with  four  nuns  as 
teachers.  It  graduates  an  average  of  15  to  20 
pupils,  having  completed  Regents  requirements 
in  the  preliminary  subjects.  Present  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Adelbert  Schneider. 

Wayland  High  School 

From  the  log  schoolhouse  in  1811,  taught  by 
Thomas  Wilbur,  near  the  “County  Line  Road” 
just  north  of  the  village,  to  the  imposing  struc¬ 
ture  of  today,  is  a  long,  long  stride.  It  taxes  the 
imagination  to  say  the  least. 

The  building  of  1811  burned,  and  in  1824 
another  building  was  erected  on  the  present  site 
of  the  cemetery  north  of  the  village.  The  teacher 
was  Mary  Ann  Blake. 

The  increasing  population  made  it  neces¬ 
sary  to  erect  a  larger  building.  This  was  done 
in  1876.  On  November  4,  1881  it  was  voted  to 
have  a  Union  Free  School.  The  first  principal 
was  S.  W.  Oley,  with  a  faculty  of  six  teachers. 

The  school  received  its  charter  in  1894  and 
became  a  full  high  school  in  1898. 

The  Union  Free  School  building  has  re¬ 
ceived  extensive  additions  and  today  it  presents 
an  imposing  appearance.  It  is  modernly  and 
fully  equipped  to  accomodate  the  large  and  grow¬ 
ing  registration.  The  faculty  now  consists  of  22 
capable  teachers.  Besides  the  regular  grades  and 
high  school  courses,  the  school  program  provides 
training  in  music,  arts,  industrial  arts,  domestic 
science,  physical  education,  etc.  The  enrollment 
is  about  450.  The  school  has  a  large  auditorium, 
gymnasium,  cafeteria,  athletic  field,  etc. 

The  present  school  system  of  Wayland  is 
due  largely  to  the  foresight  of  a  capable  board 
of  education. 


WAYNE 

Wayne  was  named  in  honor  of  General 
Anthony  Wayne,  and  was  formed  as  Fredericks- 
town  March  18,  1796.  The  name  was  changed 
April  6,  1808.  Reading,  Schuyler  County  was 
taken  off  in  1806;  Orange,  Schuyler  County  in 
1813 ;  and  Barrington,  Yates  County  and  Tyrone, 
Schuyler  County  in  1822.  A  part  was  annexed 
to  Tyrone  April  17,  1854. 

Wayne  is  situated  upon  Keuka  Lake  upon 
the  east  border  of  the  county.  Its  surface  is  a 
rolling  upland  400  to  600  feet  high  descending 
abruptly  to  the  lake.  Little  Lake,  now  Waneta, 
is  a  beautiful  sheet  of  water  laying  along  the  east 
border.  The  soil  is  a  gravelly  and  slatey  loam  un¬ 
derlaid  by  hardpan. 

Wayne  on  the  line  of  Tyrone  contained  three 
churches  in  1855  and  40  houses.  Wayne  Four 
Corners  was  a  post  office.  Keuka  was  a  steam¬ 
boat  landing  in  the  north  part  of  the  town. 

Zephaniah  Hoff,  Henry  Mapes,  Widow 
Jennings  and  Solomon  Wickson  settled  in  the 
town  in  1791.  Enos,  Joseph  and  James  Sillsby, 
Abraham  Hendricks,  Joshua  Smith,  John  Hold- 
ridge,  Elijah  Reynolds  and  Ephriam  Tyler  were 
among  the  early  settlers.  James  Sillsby  kept  the 
lirst  store  and  Enos  Sillsby  the  first  inn.  The 
first  school  was  taught  by  Nathaniel  Frisby,  in 
1797.  Rev.  Ephriam  Sanford,  Baptist,  was  one 
of  the  first  settlers  and  for  many  years  the  only 
clergyman  in  town. 

Doctor  Benjamin  Wells  moved  from  Kin- 
derhook  in  1798  to  Wayne.  He  was  a  surgeon 
in  the  Revolutionary  War,  part  of  the  time 
being  on  General  Washington’s  staff. 

Rev.  Ephriam  Sanford,  in  1793,  bought 
1864  acres  of  land  in  Wayne  for  466  pounds 
(New  York  State  money  at  that  time). 

Enos  Sillsby  built  the  first  ashery.  James 
Sillsby  (son  of  Enos)  kept  the  first  store  in 
Wayne,  he  built  the  first  tannery  and  ran  the 
first  grist-mill  by  horse  power.  It  had  one  run 
of  stone,  consisting  of  two  cylindrical  stones 
horizontally  placed,  one  above  the  other  and  re¬ 
volving  in  opposite  directions. 

Anthony  Swarthout  settled  on  the  shore  of 
Keuka  Lake  near  Keuka  aboutl806.  Around  his 
clearing  was  primitive  forest.  He  lost  18  sheep 
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in  one  night  by  wolves.  A  village  of  Indian 
wigwams  stood  on  the  bank  of  the  lake  just  below 
Mr.  Swarthout’s  cabin  and  he  often  enjoyed  the 
Indian  sports  of  hunting  and  fishing  with  them. 

Abraham  Hendricks  was  the  first  settler  at 
Keuka. 

Jabez  Hopkins  kept  the  first  inn  at  Keuka  in 
a  log  and  frame  building,  also  the  first  store  at 
Keuka.  Aaron  Olmstead  was  an  early  black¬ 
smith  in  the  town  and  made  axes  and  scythes  by 
horse  power.  At  an  early  date  Wayne  village 
had  three  blacksmith  shops  and  a  wagon  shop, 
also  an  ashery  and  lime  kiln. 

Thomas  Bennett  and  Parker  were  notorious 
counterfeiters  of  the  metallic  currency  of  their 
day.  Bennett  was  arrested  and  sent  to  prison. 
Parker  escaped  by  swimming  his  horse  across 
the  lake. 

Thomas  Margeson  was  the  first  shoemaker 
in  the  town. 

The  first  schoolhouse  in  the  town  was  of 
logs  and  built  at  Slaters  Corners. 

Job  Mitchell  was  an  early  storekeeper  and 
bought  and  shipped  large  quantities  of  grain.  He 
was  one  of  the  largest  contributors  to  the  Crook¬ 
ed  Lake  Canal,  in  grain,  lumber,  shingles  ,etc., 
owning  and  running  several  canal  boats.  He 
also  built  a  foundry  and  machine  shop  at  Wayne 
and  afterward  built  a  steam  sawmill.  He  bought 
sheep  and  cattle,  driving  them  to  the  Philadelphia 
market. 


The  first  vineyard  in  Wayne  was  set  out 
by  John  Grace  in  1863. 

The  Wayne  Baptist  Church  was  organized 
in  1794.  In  1809  the  Presbyterian  Society  was 
formed,  the  Methodist  Church  was  organized  in 
February,  1837,  and  the  Episcopal  Church  in 
March,  1872. 

Francis  M.  McDowell  was  born  in  Wayne 
in  1831.  He  was  the  eldest  son  of  Matthew  Mc¬ 
Dowell.  Francis  McDowell  with  Samuel  Hal- 
lett  became  interested  in  the  lumber  business  at 
Adrian  and  he  was  elected  cashier  of  the  Bank 
of  Hornell  at  its  organization  in  1854.  In  1863 
he  was  one  of  the  firm  to  contract  to  build  the 
eastern  division  of  the  Union  Pacific  R.  R.  Mr. 
McDowell  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Grange. 

The  Wayne  Baptist  Church  was  consti¬ 
tuted  as  early  as  1794. 

The  Presbyterian  Society  of  Wayne  was 
organized  November  5,  1831.  In  1837  they 
erected  a  new  building  where  services  were  held 
until  1869  when  the  house  and  lot  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  Episcopal  Society. 

The  Episcopal  Church  was  organized  March 
20,  1872,  as  St.  James  Church. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  or¬ 
ganized  February  28,  1837  and  the  first  meetings 
were  held  in  the  schoolhouse  and  Baptist  Church. 
The  church  building  was  erected  in  1839. 


WEST  UNION 

West  Union  was  formed  from  Greenwood 
April  25,  1845.  It  is  the  southwest  corner  town 
of  the  county. 

Its  surface  is  broken  and  hilly  upland.  The 
highest  summits  being  2,000  to  2,400  feet  above 
tide.  A  large  part  of  the  town  in  1855  was 
covered  with  forest.  Bennett  Creek  is  the  prin¬ 
cipal  stream.  The  soil  is  a  heavy  slatey  loam. 
Lumbering  was  extensively  pursued  in  1859. 

In  1855  Rexville  and  Wiley ville  were  ham¬ 
lets.  West  Union  was  a  post  office.  The  first 
settler  was  Abraham  V.  Olmstead  who  located 
at  Rexville  in  1822,  in  the  valley  on  land  now 
occupied  by  a  part  of  the  village  of  Rexville. 
Frederick  Hauber  in  1823  came  over  the  hills 
from  Lawrenceville,  Pennsylvania,  opening  the 
road  as  he  traveled.  He  located  in  the  valley 
near  the  other  settlers.  Jonathan  and  John  Mat- 
tison  and  David  Davis  entered  the  town  from 
the  south  and  settled  in  West  Union  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  west  of  the  Troupsburg  town 
line.  The  town  tax  roll  shows  them  to  have  been 
there  as  early  as  1821. 

The  whole  country  was  a  maze  of  woods  and 
hills  with  deep  gorges  in  which  it  was  easy  to 
get  lost.  The  timber  was  mostly  beech,  maple, 
birch,  cherry,  elm  and  basswood.  Large  quan¬ 
tities  of  maple  sugar  were  manufactured.  It  was 
one  of  the  principal  sources  of  revenue  for  the 
early  settlers. 

The  highest  point  of  land  in  the  county  is 
near  the  central  part  of  the  town. 

The  late  settlement  of  this  town  was  owing 
to  the  fact  that  a  large  share  of  this  land  was 
owned  in  England  by  heirs  under  age. 

Among  the  first  settlers  were  Frederick 
Hauber,  William  Berger  and  William  Bray  from 
Delaware  County  who  came  in  1823  and  located 
near  Rexville.  John  Wiley,  William  Fisher  and 
Benjamin  Wilkes  settled  at  Wileyville  in  1849. 
Uriah  Stevens  taught  the  first  school.  Charles 
Rexford  kept  the  first  inn,  and  Walter  B.  Olm¬ 
stead  the  first  store  at  Rexville.  John  Wiley  built 
the  first  saw  and  grist  mills  in  1849  and  1850. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  formed 
at  Rexville  in  1831.  The  meetings  were  held  in 
the  house  of  Abraham  V.  Olmstead.  The  Catho- 
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lie  families  came  together  and  resolved  to  build 
a  church  where  they  could  worship  God  in  a  more 
suitable  temple.  Up  to  this  time  their  wants  were 
served  by  priests  who  came  on  horseback  from 
Rochester.  A  church  was  built  some  200  feet 
long  and  there  were  over  200  families  in  the 
parish  at  the  time. 

The  prosperity  of  the  town  dates  from  the 
building  of  the  Erie  R.  R.  When  that  railroad 
was  being  built  from  Hornell  to  Salamanca  a 
riot  occurred  at  Bakers  Bridge  (Now  Alfred 
Station)  because  the  contractor  could  not  raise 
the  money  to  pay  the  employees.  A  large  number 
of  the  employees  were  hard-working  Irishmen 
from  the  north  of  Ireland.  Many  of  these  Irish¬ 
men  with  their  families  took  up  land  in  the  sur¬ 
rounding  towns,  —  Greenwood,  West  Union. 
Troupsburg  and  Hartsville,  Steuben  County,  and 
others  took  up  land  in  Allegany  County  where 
many  of  their  countrymen  had  preceded  them. 

This  was  a  wonderful  opportunity  to  have 

a  home  and  land,  and  was  vastly  different  from 

the  place  they  called  home  in  the  land  of  their 

birth.  There  they  were  tenants  on  large  landed 

estates.  Thev  were  not  farmers  but  soon  learned 
* 

to  be.  The  idea  of  taking  up  100  acres  of  land 
without  paying  one  cent  down,  was  staggering 
to  them. 

David  Sherman  who  came  from  Herkimer 
County  and  had  earlier  settled  in  the  town  and 
become  well  established,  sold  them  land  without 
a  down  payment  and  helped  them  to  get  a  start. 
It  is  told  that  those  who  did  not  have  money,  he 
helped  with  stock,  hay  etc.  until  they  could  pay 
him  back. 

In  1860  Patrick  Harden  settled  in  Rexville 
and  was  an  early  storekeeper  there.  He  did  a 
large  business  and  for  years  handled  all  the  out¬ 
put  of  the  Wileyville  lumber  and  grist  mills.  This 
required  many  teams  and  wagons  for  transpor¬ 
tation  to  the  railroad. 


At  the  outlet  of  the  swamp  on  Kyder  Creek 
stood  the  'Tine  Sapling”,  a  single  pine  tree  of 
gigantic  proportions,  standing  by  itself  in  the 
open  valley  below  the  swamp  and  since  the  early 
settlement,  a  prominent  landmark.  The  tree 
which  was  cut  down  in  1877  measured  9  feet 
across  the  stump.  It  grew  in  a  straight  stem  for 
20  feet,  where  it  divided  into  seven  different 
trunks,  rising  to  a  height  of  190  feet  from  the 
ground.  Seven  thousand  feet  of  lumber  and 
40,000  shingles  were  made  from  its  trunk. 

Trading  was  all  barter  and  exchange,  ex¬ 
cept  for  money  for  taxes. 

David  Sherman  may  safely  be  considered 
the  pioneer  dairyman  in  West  Union.  He  opened 
the  first  commercial  cheese  factory  in  1842. 

In  1849  Charles  and  Daniel  Rexford  erected 
a  sawmill  at  Rexville.  The  mill  consisted  of  a 
single  saw  working  in  an  upright  frame,  but 
still  was  a  good  mill  for  those  days. 

In  1849  there  was  also  a  mill  and  post  office 
at  Wileyville.  The  principal  men  interested  in 
that  place  were  John  Wiley,  William  Fisher  and 
Benjamin  Wilkes.  Myers  and  Davison  built 
a  sawmill  on  South  creek  in  1855  near  the  heavi¬ 
est  stand  of  pine  timber  in  the  town.  They  trans¬ 
ported  this  lumber  by  wagons  to  Dansville  for 
a  couple  of  years. 

There  is  an  old  oil  field,  "The  Marsh  Pool”, 
situated  in  this  town. 

Storekeepers  in  the  township  were  Jesse  Tones, 
Dr.  Cyrus  Knight,  Patrick  Harden  and  others. 

Father  McMullen  in  1869  transferred  the 
parochial  jurisdiction  from  Greenwood  to  Rex¬ 
ville.  In  Rexville,  the  new  St.  Mary’s  Church 
was  finished  and  dedicated  September  8,  1875, 
better  suited  to  the  needs  of  Catholics  of  the 
towns  of  Greenwood,  West  Union  and  Troups¬ 
burg.  This  splendid  church  burned  in  February, 
1877.  Within  the  vear  a  new  church  was  dedi- 
cated  September  14,  1877.  This  is  one  of  the 
finest  Catholic  churches  in  the  county. 
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WHEELER 

Wheeler  was  named  from  Captain  Silas 
Wheeler  the  first  settler,  who  served  during  the 
Revolutionary  War  and  took  part  in  the  attack 
on  Quebec  and  was  near  General  Montgomery 
when  he  fell.  Captain  Wheeler  was  taken  pris¬ 
oner  four  times  during  the  war.  He  died  in  1828, 
at  the  age  of  78.  Wheeler  was  formed  from  Bath 
and  Prattsburg  February  25,  1820.  Part  of 
Avoca  was  taken  off  in  1843  and  a  part  of  Ur- 
bana  in  1839.  It  is  an  interior  town  laying  north¬ 
east  of  the  center  of  the  county. 

The  surface  is  a  high  rolling  upland  broken  by 
valleys  of  Five  Mile  and  Ten  Mile  Creeks  and 
several  small  lateral  streams.  The  soil  is  a  shaley 
and  clayey  loam  well  adapted  to  both  grazing 
and  tillage. 

Mitchellville  contained  twenty  houses  in 
1855  and  Wheeler  Center  contained  one  church 
and  fifteen  houses.  The  first  settlement  was 


made  in  1799  by  Captain  Silas  Wheeler  from 
Albany  County.  Nathan  Rose,  William  Holmes 
and  Turner  Gardener  settled  in  the  town  in  1799. 
Colonel  Jonathan  Barney  and  Thomas  Aulls  in 
1800,  and  Philip  Myrtle  in  1802.  Otto  F.  Mar¬ 
shall  and  others  came  in  1803. 

The  first  marriage  was  that  of  Grattan  H. 
Wheeler  and  Fanny  Baker. 

Captain  Wheeler  built  the  first  sawmill  in 
1802  and  George  W.  Taylor  the  first  grist-mill 
in  1803.  In  1817  Mitchellville,  besides  a  school- 
house,  had  a  sawmill,  wagon  shop,  store  and 
post  office. 

In  the  township  of  Wheeler  a  cheese  fac¬ 
tory  was  built  in  the  western  part  of  the  town 
on  West  Creek.  There  was  a  saw  and  shingle 
mill  in  the  northwestern  part  of  Wheeler  on 
West  Creek  and  just  north  of  the  village  of 
Wheeler  a  saw  and  shingle  mill  on  Five  Mile 
Creek.  There  was  also  a  saw  and  shingle  mill 
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in  the  northeast  part  of  the  township.  In  the 
eastern  edge  of  the  town  there  was  a  taw  mill. 
A  taw  mill  differed  from  a  regular  tannery  in 
that  it  used  a  different  process. 

John  Beals  kept  the  first  inn  in  1820  and 
Cornelius  Younglove  the  first  store  in  1835.  The 
first  school  was  taught  by  Uriel  Chapin.  Rev. 
Ephriam  Eggleston,  Baptist,  conducted  the  first 
religious  services  in  1802. 

“Captain  Wheeler’s  first  trip  to  mill  is 
worthy  of  record.  There  were  at  the  time  when 
he  had  occasion  to  ‘go  to  mill’  three  institutions 
in  the  neighborhood  where  grinding  was  done, 
at  the  Friends  Settlement,  at  Bath  and  at  Naples. 
The  mill  stones  at  Bath  had  suspended  opera¬ 
tions,  there  being  nothing  there  to  grind  as  was 
reported.  Captain  Wheeler  made  a  cart  of  which 
the  wheels  were  sawed  from  the  end  of  a  log  of 
curly  maple.  The  box  was  of  corresponding 
architecture.  He  started  to  Naples  with  two 
oxen  attached  to  this  vehicle.  Two  young  men 
went  before  the  oxen  and  chopped  a  road  and 
the  clumsy  chariot  came  floundering  through  the 
bushes  behind,  bouncing  over  the  logs  and  snub¬ 
bing  the  stumps  like  a  ship  working  through  an 
ice  field.  The  first  day  they  reached  a  point  a 
little  beyond  the  present  village  of  Prattsburg, 
a  distance  of  six  miles  from  their  starting  point. 
The  second  day  they  moored  triumphantly  at  the 
mill  at  Naples.” 

(McMaster’s  History  of  Steuben  County) 

Dr.  Marcus  Whitman  was  a  practicing 
physician  in  Wheeler,  N.  Y.  from  1828  to  1835. 
It.  is  history  that  three  Indians  came  from  the 


northwest  to  Saint  Louis  asking  for  the  White 
Man’s  Bible.  It  was  because  of  this  request  that 
Dr.  Marcus  Whitman  and  his  wife,  Narcissa 
Prentis,  started  from  Wheeler  in  a  covered 
wagon  for  Oregon  in  1836.  This  was  the  first 
“covered  wagon”  to  cross  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Divide.  He  was  a  physician  and  missionary  to 
the  Cayuse  Indians  of  Oregon  from  1836  to 
1847  and  was  stationed  at  Walla  Walla,  Oregon. 
He  was  the  patriotic  leader  to  establish  the  claim 
of  the  United  States  to  Oregon  in  1842-1844. 
With  his  family  he  was  a  martyr  of  the  Indian 
massacre  in  1847. 

Colonel  Grattan  Wheeler,  son  of  Silas 
Wheeler  the  pioneer  settler  of  the  town  repre¬ 
sented  his  district  in  the  state  assembly  in  1823 
to  1827,  later  was  state  senator,  and  still  later 
representative  in  Congress  from  1831  to  1835. 

Levi  Gray  was  the  first  postmaster  in  1816. 
The  mail  was  then  carried  from  Bath  to  Geneva. 

George  W.  Taylor  established  a  grist-mill, 
distillery  and  ashery  in  the  south  part  of  the 
town,  about  1809. 

In  the  southwestern  part  of  the  town  of 
Wheeler  is  Round  Top  Hill.  It  is  said  that  from 
the  top  of  this  hill  the  Indians  sent  up  smoke 
signals  to  distant  points. 

In  the  northeastern  part  of  the  town  of 
Wheeler  is  a  large  tract  of  muck  land  being  ex¬ 
tensively  developed  for  “truck  garden  crops”. 
This  area  extends  over  many  acres  in  Pratts¬ 
burg  and  a  small  area  in  the  northwestern  part 
of  the  town  of  Urbana. 
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WOODHULL 

Woodhull  was  named  in  honor  of  General 
Nathaniel  Woodhull  of  the  Revolutionary  War. 
It  was  formed  from  Troupsburg  and  Addison 
February  18,  1828.  A  part  of  Rathbone  was 
taken  off  in  1856.  It  is  a  central  town  upon  the 
south  border  of  the  county. 

Its  surface  is  a  hilly  upland,  a  considerable 
portion  of  which  was  yet  in  1855  covered  with 
forests.  Tuscarora  Creek  flowing  east  through 
the  northerly  part  of  the  town  is  a  principal 
stream.  The  soil  is  a  clayey  and  gravelly  loam. 
Lumbering  was  carried  on  to  some  extent  in  1858. 

Newville,  (Woodhull)  on  Tuscarora  Creek, 
contained  in  1858  three  churches  and  several 
manufacturing  establishments.  The  Woodhull 
Academy  was  located  here.  Hedgesville  con¬ 
tained  ten  houses.  The  first  settlement  was 


made  in  1805  by  Steven  Dolson,  Daniel  Johnson, 
Patrick  Breakhill,  Bethuel  Tubbs  and  Samuel  B. 
Rice.  Ichabod  S.  Leach  kept  the  first  inn.  Josiah 
Tubbs  kept  the  first  store.  The  first  school  was 
taught  by  Abner  Thomas. 

The  First  Presbyterian  Church  was  organ¬ 
ized  in  1830  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Pomeroy  was  the 
first  pastor.  There  were  three  other  churches  in 
the  township  in  1855. 

The  first  inhabitants  discovered  what  ap¬ 
peared  to  them  to  be  a  hunter’s  paradise.  They 
were  men  who  lived  for  the  pleasure  of  the  chase, 
ready  to  leave  on  the  approach  of  more  perma¬ 
nent  settlers.  These  settlers  did  little  more  than 
to  build  for  themselves  cabins  and  open  com¬ 
munications  with  the  outside  region. 

Caleb  Smith  ascended  Tuscarora  Creek  with 
his  family  of  nine  children  and  $1,300.00  in  1806 
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for  the  purpose  of  building  a  sawmill  at  Newville, 
now  Woodhull  village.  A  dam  was  constructed 
across  the  creek  below  the  village.  Here  he  built 
a  sawmill  and  a  grist  mill.  Later  another  sawmill 
was  built. 

The  shade  of  the  trees  and  brush  caused 
the  small  patches  of  wheat  to  smut  badly,  while 
rye  was  a  surer  crop  and  hence  became  the  staff 
of  life  for  many  years. 

Seth  Pierce  opened  a  road  from  the  Canisteo 
River  south  to  Newville  and  to  a  point  near  the 
Pennsylvania  line.  The  road  was  cut  through  a 
dense  forest.  He  received  in  payment  land  from 
the  Pulteney  Estate.  This  land  was  near  the 
south  end  of  the  road. 

The  village  of  Woodhull  did  not  become  a 
business  center  till  Joseph  Tubbs,  who  kept  the 
first  tavern  a  mile  up  the  “point”  at  the  cross¬ 
roads,  moved  down  to  the  present  location  of 
the  village. 

Sylvester  Towsley,  John  Stone  and  Calvin 
Searles  opened  the  first  store  after  which  the 
village  began  to  assume  some  importance  to  the 
surrounding  country.  Myron  Wilson  at  an  early 
day  operated  a  wagon  shop. 

In  1835  the  first  blacksmith  shop  and  the 
first  permanent  store  were  opened. 

In  1844  a  foundry  for  the  casting  of  farm 
implements  was  established  by  Warner  &  Gard¬ 
ner.  Later  they  added  a  wool  carding  and  shingle 
mill. 

In  1855  the  village  boasted  3  stores,  a 
church,  post  office  and  about  a  dozen  dwell¬ 
ings, — within  a  stone’s  throw  of  the  woods  on 
three  sides. 

A  mail  route  was  established  before  the 
organization  of  the  town.  Isaac  Goodsell  carried 
the  mail  on  horseback  by  way  of  Woodhull,  once 
a  week. 

The  Woodhull  Academy  added  much  to  the 
importance  of  the  village.  It  was  built  in  1868 
by  subscription  and  cost  $4,000.00.  Hamilton 
Marlatt  and  Orin  Baxter  were  the  original  pro¬ 
moters.  It  was  incorporated  under  the  Regents 


of  the  University  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
But  in  1877  the  property  was  deeded  to  the  dis¬ 
trict  for  a  Union  Free  School  building  with  an 
academic  department. 

A  cheese  factory  was  built  near  the  village 
in  1874  by  Henry  Cobb. 

Hedgesville,  four  miles  north,  contained  two 
stores,  a  large  steam  flouring  and  saw  mill  which 
were  built  in  1874. 

The  largest  independently  owned  cheese  fac¬ 
tory  in  the  state  of  New  York  is  in  operation  in 
Woodhull  today. 

There  were  two  sawmills  in  Woodhull  and 
also  a  large  apple  evaporator  located  here. 

In  the  early  days  much  tobacco  and  hops 
were  raised. 

In  1871  Charles  Adams  started  the  “Wood- 
hull  News”,  a  four-page,  four-column  weekly 
newspaper,  at  $1.25  per  year,  and  secured  a  cir¬ 
culation  of  over  200,  but  abandoned  the  enter¬ 
prise  for  a  larger  place  the  next  year.  In  1880 
Rufus  C.  Park  published  a  newspaper. 

There  was  a  brick  kiln  in  the  town  in  the 
early  days. 

The  Presbyterian  Church  of  Woodhull  was 
organized  by  the  Rev.  Isaac  Flager  of  Ham- 
mondsport  at  the  schoolhouse  October  15,  1830. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  held  first 
meetings  at  the  house  of  Bethuel  Tubbs  long  be¬ 
fore  any  society  was  formed.  The  Rev.  Mr.  King 
traveled  on  horseback,  making  his  circuit  once 
in  four  weeks.  In  1846  a  church  was  built  at 
Woodhull.  A  second  organization  was  formed 
at  Hedgesville  in  1848. 

The  Free  Baptist  Church  held  their  first  ser¬ 
vices  at  the  homes  of  early  settlers  before  1832. 
In  August,  1875  they  built  a  church  costing 
$2,000.  In  November,  1835,  20  people  organized 
themselves  into  the  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Woodhull. 

The  first  academy  building  which  was  three 
stories  high,  burned  about  1926  and  a  new  build¬ 
ing,  modern  in  every  design  now  occupies  the 
space  where  the  old  one  stood. 
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